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INTRODUCTION

This book is intended to be both a tutorial and an ongoing
reference guide to the TI-99/4A computer and its related peri
pherals. It is a useful guide tor beginners and experienced users
as well.

The book is divided into three sections. The first section of the
book contains an explanation ot the techniques used to program
the TI-99/4A in Tl BASIC and Tl Extended BASIC. This section
does not assume any prior knowledge ot computing, and is
written in a concise manner that can be easily read and
understood.

The second section ot the book is a complete reference guide to
all ot the Tl BASIC and Tl Extended BASIC functions, commands
and statements. Thissection isparticularly useful tor experienced
users who are familiar with programming techniques but have
difficulty remembering the exact format ot each statement.

The final section ot the book contains explanations ot the usage
ot TI-99/4A peripheral equipment. An entire chapter is dedi
cated to each ot the most commonly used Tl peripherals: the
Program Recorder, Disk Drive and Printer.

Several appendices are also included for quick reference. These
include error and warning messages, characters codes, as well as
several others.





CHAPTER 1.

THE TI-99/4A COMPUTER:
INTRODUCTION, INSTALLATION

AND OPERATION

INTRODUCTION

In this book, we will describe the TI-99/4A personal computer, as
well as many of the various peripherals available for use with the
TI-99/4A,such as the Tl Peripheral ExpansionSystem,Tl1250and
1850 Disk Drives, Tl Program Recorder, and the TI-99/4 Impact
Printer. It should be noted that the TI-99/4A is an improved
model of the original Texas Instruments personal computer, the
TI-99/4.

Chapter 1 includes a discussion of the features of the TI-99/4A
and available peripherals, and provides step by step intructions
on the installation of the computer system.

Chapters 2,3 and 4 provide an explanation of the programming of
the TI-99/4A computer. Chapter 2 provides information that
allows the user to write programs in the standard version of Tl
BASIC. Chapter 3 contains an explanation ot the Tl Extended
BASIC programming language. Chapter 4 is a discussion of the
techniques used to generate sound and graphics with the Tl-
99/4A computer.

Chapter 5 isa reference guide to the commands, statements and
functions of Tl BASIC as well as Tl Extended BASIC.

Chapter 6 provides an explanation of the Tl Program Recorder.
This device allows programs and data to be stored on ordinary
cassette tapes. The Tl 1250 and 1850 Disk Drives are described in
detail in chapter 7. The TI-99/4 Impact Printer is explained in
chapter 8.
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TI-99/4A OVERVIEW

The TI-99/4A is pictured in Illustrations 1-1,1-2, and 1-3. Notice
the following features of the computer console.

Keyboard -- Used for inputting instructions
and information into the

TI-99/4A.

Command Module Slot - Used to accept plug-in Tl-
99/4A program modules.

Peripheral Expansion Port - Used to connect external
peripherals to the computer
console.

Cassette Port -- Used to connect the

Program Recorder.

Power Supply Receptacle - Used to connect the power
supply to the TI-99/4A.

Audio/Video Output Jack -- 5 pin jack used to connect TV
set or monitor.

Wired Remote Port — Used to connect Wired
Remote Controllers (game
controllers, etc.)
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Illustration 1-1.TI-99/4A (Top View)

1. Keyboard 2. Command Module Slot.

Illustration 1-2. TI-99/4A (Side View)
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1. Peripheral Expansion Port (cover open).
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Illustration 1-3. TI-99/4A (Rear View)

1. Cassette Port 2. Power Supply Receptacle 3. Audio/Video Output Jack.

TI-99/4A SPECIFICATIONS

The following components are included with the TI-99/4A
computer console.

• AC Power Adapter
• TI-900 Video Modulator
• Keyboard Overlay Strips

TheAC Power Adapter provides suitable powerforthe computer
console. The Adapter can be plugged into any ordinary house
hold outlet.

Two types of Power Adapters have been produced for the Tl-
99/4A computer. One model is plugged directly into an outlet,
but the other has a power cord and a plug. Eitherof these two
types of Power Adapters has a smallplug that can be connected
to the power cord receptacle on the back of the computer
console, (see Illustration 1-3).
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Illustration 1-4. AC Power Adapter and RF Modulator

The Power Adapter that plugs directly into the wall must be
securely in place. Ascrew isincluded with this type of adapter to
fasten it on the outlet plate.

Ifa TV set isused for video display, the TI-900 Video Modulator is
used to convert the computer's video output to a television
signal.

If the Texas Instruments color monitor is used, it is not necessary
to use the RF modulator.

Computer Memory

The computer cannot perform any calculations or process any
data unless a set of instructions (a program) and data are
provided. The part of the computer that is used to store
programs and data is called the random access memory (or
RAM). The computer can only process data that is stored in
RAM. As a result, computers with more random access memory
can handle longer programs and more data than computers with
less RAM.
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A convenient unit of memory capacity is the kilobyte, or simply
K. One Kis enough memory capacity to store 1024 characters of
data, or about one-half of a typed page. Generally, small
computers contain 16K, 32K, 48K, 64K or 128K of RAM.

The random access memory cannot be maintained unless the
computer is powered on. As a result, the contents of RAM are
erased when the power is shut off.

The TI-99/4A computer contains 16K of RAM. The systemcan be
expanded to48K with the Peripheral Expansion Systemand the
Memory Expansion Card.

Read-only memory (ROM) is similiar in principle to RAM, but
hastwo distinctfeatures.Thecontents of the read-only memory
cannot be changed. Also, the contents of ROM remain intact
when the computer is shut off.

The programs that are permanently stored in ROM are used to
maintain the operations of the computer.

TI-99/4A SYSTEM PERIPHERALS & ACCESSORIES

A complete TI-99/4A system includes the main computer
console, monitor, Peripheral ExpansionSystem, printer and Pro
gram Recorder.
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Program Recorder

The Program Recorder can be used to store programs or data.
This allows programs and data to be stored and recovered at a
later date. Several thousand characters of information can be

stored on an ordinary cassette tape.

Illustration 1-5. Program Recorder

Peripheral Expansion System

The Peripheral Expansion System is the foundation of an
expanded TI-99/4A system. It allows the addition of special
purpose peripheral devices, such as the Disk Memory System,an
RS-232 Interface, and the 32K RAM Memory Expansion.

Each of the peripheral devices require a card to be installed in
the Peripheral Expansion box. A card is simply an electronic
device that allows the computer to perform a specific function. A
total of 8 cards can be installed in the Peripheral Expansion box.
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Illustration 1-6. Peripheral Expansion System with
Tl 1250 Disk Drive

Disk Memory System Card

The Disk Memory System Card contains the electronic circuitry
required for the TI-99/4A to use disk drives. With this card
mounted in the Peripheral Expansion System, the TI-99/4A can
access up to 3 disk drives.

Tl 1250 & 1850 Disk Drives

Adisk drive isa much more efficient device for storing data than
a cassette recorder. Adisk drive allows greater storage capacity,
quicker access to data, and fewer errors in the transfer of data.

The Tl 1250 and 1850 disk drives are designed for use with the
TI-99/4A. They are virtually identical except for the fact the 1250
isdesigned to mount inside the ExpansionSystemcabinet, while
the 1850 has its own enclosure. Both the 1250 and the 1850 use
single-sided, singledensity5Va" diskettes, and can store approx
imately 90,000 characters on each diskette.
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TI-99/4 Impact Printer

The TI-99/4 Impact Printer is capable of printing both text and
graphics characters. The printer outputs characters at a rate of 80
per second, and uses standard, tractor feed paper.

The Impact Printer must be connected to the computer through
an RS-232 Interface.

Illustration 1-7. TI-99/4 Printer

RS-232 Interface Card

The RS-232 Interface Card plugs into the Expansion System, and
allows the addition of input or output devices such as a modem
or printer.

RS-232 is a code that was developed in order to standardize the
exchange of data along telephone lines.

32K RAM Memory Expansion Card

The Memory Expansion Card is plugged into the Expansion
System to add 32Kof RAMto the original 16K.This extra memory
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cannot be used with standard Tl BASIC. However, it may be used
with Tl Extended BASIC, Tl LOCO, Editor/Assembler, or several
other Solid State Software Command Modules.

The RF modulator contains another switch labeled CHANNEL

SELECT. This switch determines the channel on which the

television will receive the computer output signal. The switch
can be used to select either channel 3 or channel 4. Set the switch

to the channel that receives the weaker signal in your area. Be
sure that the channel selector on the television is tuned to the

channel that corresponds to the RF modulator when the
computer is in use. A correct installation of the RF modulator is
depicted in Illustration 1-8.

Illustration 1-8. RF Modulator Installation

If a television is not used with the TI-99/4A, the Tl color monitor
can be used instead. The monitor is supplied with an audio/
video output jack on the back of the computer console. The
other end of the monitor cable contains two plugs. The plugs
correspond to the two jacks on the back of the monitor. The two
plugs on the cable are shaped differently to prevent them from
being confused.
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Solid State Speech Synthesizer

The Solid State Speech Synthesizer can be used to produce
electronically simulated speech. The speed synthesizer can
produce a limited number of words when it is used in con
junction with Extended BASIC. When the speech synthesizer is
used with the Terminal Emulator command module, its vocabu
lary is unlimited. Unfortunately, the speech synthesizer cannot
be used with standard BASIC, but it can be used with many
specialized command modules.

INSTALLATION

The installation of the TI-99/4A computer is not at all difficult. It
only takes a few minutes to set up the equipment and make the
appropriate connections.

It is generally a good idea to save the carton and packing
materials that are supplied with the computer. The packaging
allows the computer to be safely shipped or stored in the future.

Once the computer has been removed from the carton, choose
a convenient location for the equipment. At least two electrical
outlets are required for the computer. One outlet is required for
the computer console, and another is needed for a television or
monitor. Additional outlets may be required for any peripheral
equipment.

The computer console should be placed in a location where it
will not be exposed to extreme heat or humidity. Also, the
console should be protected from direct sunlight, excessive
dust, moisture, etc.

The power switch for the TI-99/4A is located on the right hand
side of the front of the console. Be sure that the switch is in the

off position (left) during the installation procedure.
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Begin by plugging the power supply into a wall outlet. If your
computer issupplied with a power supply that has a power cord,
simply place the power supply in a safe place near the computer
console.

Ifyour power supply plugs directly into an outlet, be sure that it
is firmly in place. If possible, use the screw that is provided with
the power supply to fasten the unit to the outlet plate.

Proceed by connecting the power supply to the computer
console. The power supply plug isaccommodated by the power
supply receptacle on the back of the computer console. Be sure
that the four connector pins in the receptacle are lined up with
the four holes in the power supply plug.

If the computer console is to be used with a television, an RF
modulator must be used. An RF modulator is a device that

converts the audio and video output of the computer into a
signal that is compatible with a standard television.

The RF modulator supplied with the TI-99/4A has a cord with a
round, 5 pin connector. This plug is accommodated by the
round receptacle on the back of the computer console.

Once again, be sure that the pins in the plug and the holes in the
receptacle are aligned properly. If the plug is forced into the
receptacle without being properly aligned, both the plug and
receptacle may be damaged.

Proceed by removing any antenna leads that may be connected
to the VHF terminals on the television. Connect the antenna
leads (if any) to the terminals labeled TVANTENNA IN on the RF
modulator.

The RF modulator contains a switch that is labeled
MODULATOR/TV ANTENNA. This switch allows the television

to operate normally when the computer is not in use. When the
switch is in the MODULATOR position, the television receives
the signal from the computer. When the switch is in the TV
ANTENNA position, the television receives the signal from the
antenna.
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When the power supply has been connected to the console, and
a monitor or television has been installed, the system is ready to
be powered on. Begin by turning on the television or monitor.
Proceed by moving the computer console power switch to the
ON position.

The red power indicator on the front of the computer should be
illuminated and the following should appear on the screen.

Illustration 1-9. The Master Title

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

HOME COMPUTER

READY — PRESS ANY KEY TO BEGIN

©1981 TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

Ifthe initial display does not appear as in the previous illustration,
consult the following table for a list of solutions to common
installation problems.

Table 1-1. Troubleshooting Guide

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No video display
with power light
off.

Power Adapter
unplugged from
outlet.

Power Adapter
not connected to

to computer

console.

Check connection

between wall outlet

and Power Adapter.

Check connection

between Power

Socket and Power

Adapter.
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Table 1-1. Troubleshooting Guide

Problem Possible Cause Solution

No video display
with power light
on.

No color or

incorrect color on

display.

TV tuned to

wrong channel.

RF Modulator

not connected to

console.

RF Modulator not

properly connect
ed to TV.

TV is improperly
tuned or color is

adjusted incorrectly

Be sure that the TV

is tuned to the

channel indicated

on the RF Modulator.

Check connection

between RF Modu

lator and console.

Be sure that the twin

leads are connected

to the VHF terminals

ontheTV-notUHF.

Tune TV and/or

adjust color.

Getting Started

The master title screen allows the colors of the display to be
adjusted. When the master title screen is displayed, the display
changes to the masterselection menu when a character istyped.

The master selection menu isa list of options that appear on the
display. If no command modules are plugged into the console,
the menu appears as follows.
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°_ TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

HOME COMPUTER

PRESS

1 FOR Tl BASIC

When a command module is in use, additional selections appear
on the menu. Any selection on the menu can be chosen by
typing the appropriate number.

When the "1" key is pressed, the display is cleared and the
following message will be displayed.

Tl BASIC READY

Prompt

When the TI-99/4Aisready to accept data from the keyboard, an
angle bracket (>-) isdisplayed at the leftedge of the display. This
symbol is generally called a prompt.

Throughout this book, the prompt (>») is used to designate
program lines or statements that are entered by the user.

Cursor

The small rectangle that appears to the right of the prompt is
called the cursor. The cursor is a symbol that is used to indicate
the position that the next typed character will occupy.

The cursor is easily recognized because it continually blinks on
and off.
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Display

The TI-99/4A computer displays 24 lines of output on a television
or monitor. Each line can contain up to 28 characters. A line on
the display is commonly called a display line.

The computer is not restricted to information that can appear on
one line of the display. When the standard version of BASIC is in
use, the computer can accept data that is up to 4 lines long. The
maximum length of a line of information iscalled the computer's
logical line length.

In the standard version of Tl BASIC, the logical line isfour display
lines long. The computer's logical line is longer when Tl
Extended BASIC is in use.

TI-99/4A KEYBOARD

The TI-99/4A Keyboard contains many of the same keys arranged
in the same order as a standard typewriter. However, the
keyboard also contains several additional keys, such as CTRL and
FCTN.

Many of the keys have special symbols on the front in addition to
the symbols on the top of the keys. Each of these keys are
assigned a special function in addition to the regular function of
the key.

Any problems that occur as a result of keyboard entry can be
solved by turning the computer off and turning it on again. As a
result, experimentation with the keyboard cannot damage the
computer.

SHIR

The SHIFTkeys on the TI-99/4A are used in the same manner as
the SHIFT keys on a typewriter. When one of the SHIFT keys is
pressed, each lettered key willgenerate an upper case character
rather than a lower case character.
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The TI-99/4 has lowercase characters that resemble the upper
case characters. The computer does not have a unique set of
lowercase letters. Lowercase letters are merely a smaller version
of the uppercase characters.

Each numbered key generates a unique symbol when a SHIFT
key is pressed. The symbols that are represented by these keys
are displayed on each key above the corresponding number.

Five keys on the right side of the keyboard are used only to
generate symbols. These keys have the following markings.

+ < 7f

= ; / , .

Each of these keys are used to generate the symbol that appears
on the lower half of the key. However, when one of the SHIFT
keys is pressed, each of these five keys can be used to generate
the symbol on the upper half of the key.

ALPHA LOCK

When the ALPHA LOCK key is pressed, it does not return to its
original position. Instead, the ALPHA LOCK key remains down
when it is pressed. The key does not return to itsoriginal position
until it is pressed again.

When the ALPHA LOCK key is depressed, the lettered keys on
the keyboard will generate the uppercase characters only. The
numbered keys and the five symbol keys will not be affected by
the ALPHA LOCK key.

ENTER

The ENTER key on the computer is used to enter data and move
the cursor to the beginning of the next line on the display.

When data is typed at the keyboard, the information is not
actually entered into the computer until the ENTER key is
pressed.
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The ENTER key is sometimes called the "carriage return key"
because its function is similar to the carriage return key on a
typewriter.

CTRL

The key that is labeled CTRL isgenerally called the "control key."
This key is not commonly used with the TI-99/4A computer.

The CTRL key is used with other keys on the keyboard to
generate special commands. The "control commands" are
generally used when the computer is used as a terminal for a
larger computer system.

FCTN

The key that is labeled FCTN is called the "function key." This
key is used in conjunction with several other keys on the
keyboard to perform special functions.

Several keys on the keyboard have special functions when the
FCTN key isdepressed. These special functions willbe described
in this book with the following notation.

FCTN X

The character that follows "FCTN" corresponds to the marking
on a key. Besure to press the specified keywhile the FCTN key is
being held down.

A template is provided with the computer to help the user
remember the function commands. The labels that appear on
the template (DEL, INS, ERASE .. .) correspond to the function
commands for the top row of keys on the keyboard.

The FCTN key can also be used to generate the following special
characters.

-[]-?'"{} I \
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These characters can be generated by holding down the
function key and typing the key that has the corresponding
character printed on the front of the key.

Correcting Keyboard Entry Errors

When information istyped incorrectly, there are five commands
that can be used to correct the entries before the data has been
entered into memory.

These four commands can be used to move the cursor to the left,
move the cursor to the right, insert data or delete data.

Cursor Left (FCTN S)

The S key on the keyboard has an arrow on the front of the key
that points to the left. When the Skey istyped while the function
key is held down, the cursor moves one space toward the left
edge of the display.

If the cursor is located at the beginning of a logical line, the
Cursor Left command has no effect.

When both the function key and the S key are held down, the
Cursor Left command will be automatically repeated. This
feature allows the cursor to be moved quickly and easily.

Cursor Right (FCTN D)

The D key on the keyboard has an arrow on the front of the key
that points to the right. When the D key is typed while the
function key is held down, the cursor moves one space toward
the right edge of the display. Ifthe cursor is moved past the end
of a display line, it automatically moves to the beginning of the
next line.

If the cursor is located at the end of a logical line, the Cursor
Right command has no effect.
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When both the function key and the D key are held down, the
Cursor Right command is automatically repeated. This feature
allows the cursor to be moved quicklyand easily.

INS (FCTN 2)

The INS command is used to insert data. When the insert
command isexecuted, any subsequent typed characters will be
displayed at the cursor location. Each character that is inserted
causes the cursor to move one space to the right.

As the cursor is moved toward the end of the logical line, the
data on the right side of the cursor will also be moved to the
right. This allows the data to be inserted in the line without
overwriting any of the existing data.

The INS command isautomatically repeated when the FCTN and
2 keys are both held down.

DEL (FCTN 1)

The DEL command is used to delete data. When the delete
command is executed, the character that occupies the current
position of the cursor will be deleted. Each time a character is
deleted, the data that appears to the right of the cursor will be
moved one space to the left.

When the DEL command isexecuted, the cursor does not move.
The data that appears to the right of the cursor will be deleted
one character at a time.

When the FCTN key and the 1 key are both held down, the DEL
command will be repeated automatically.

ERASE (FCTN 3)

The ERASE command is used to delete an entire logical line of
data. When the ERASE command is executed, the cursor will be
returned to the first position on the logical line.
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Special Function Keys

QUIT (FCTN =)

The QUIT command is used to reset the computer system. When
the QUIT command isexecuted, the computer's memory will be
cleared. Asa result, pressing the FCTN and = keys simultaneously
causes the program and data in the computer's memory to be
erased.

The QUIT command also causes the master title screen to be
displayed.

CLEAR (FCTN 4)

The CLEAR command is generally used to stop the program that
is currently being executed. The CLEAR command does not
eliminate any of the program or data that is currently in use. As a
result, the FCTN and 4 keys are used simultaneously to stop the
execution of a program.

When the CLEAR command is executed, a message will be
displayed that indicates the program line/number that was
being executed when the command was issued.

The CONTINU Ecommand can be used to resume the execution

of a program that was halted by the CLEAR command.





CHAPTER 2.
PROGRAMMING THE TI-99/4A

IN STANDARD BASIC

INTRODUCTION

BASIC is probably the most widelyused programming language
for microcomputers, with the TI-99/4A being no exception.

Unfortunately, there are many versions of BASIC that are used
with various computers. Asa result, the version of BASIC that is
used with Texas Instruments computers is not the same as the
versions of BASIC used with other computers. However, the
fundamentalsof the BASIC language are the same, regardless of
the version.

Immediate & Program Modes

The immediate mode is also known as the direct or the calculator
mode. In the immediate mode, most BASIC command entries
result in the instructions being executed without delay. For
example, if the following immediate mode line was entered,

PRINT "JIM SMITH"

the following would be displayed on the video screen:

JIM SMITH

Inthe program or indirect mode, the computer accepts program
lines into memory, where they are stored for later execution.
This stored program is executed when the RUN command is
entered.

Illustration 2-1 contains an example ot the entry ot a program in
the program mode and its execution.



34 TI-99/4A User's Handbook

Illustration 2-1. Program Mode Entry & Execution

•10 PRINT "JIM SMITH"
•20 PRINT "1220 EUCLID AVE"

•30 PRINT "CLEVELAND, OH 44122"
•40 END

-RUN

JIM SMITH
1220 EUCLID AVE

CLEVELAND, OH 44122

Line Numbers

In the program mode, program lines must begin with a line
number. A line number isa number entered at the beginning of
a program line. The line number at the beginning of a program
line is the only difference between a program line and an
immediate mode line.

Line numbers between 1 and 32767 can be used with the Tl-
99/4A computer.

A program cannot contain two lines that begin with the same
line number. If the same line number is used more than once in a

program, the most recently entered line will replace the original.

The order in which the statements of a BASIC program are
executed isdetermined by the line numbers. The statement with
the lowest line number will be executed first, followed by the
program lines with higher line numbers.

Program lines do not need to be entered in the correct
sequence. Program lines are executed according to the order of
their line numbers, regardless of the order in which they are
entered.

Adding program lines to the program stored in the computer's
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memory isveryeasy.Simply type in the line number followed by
the appropriate program statement.

Theline will be inserted inthe programinthe position indicated
by its line number. For example, byadding the following line to
the program in Illustration 2-1,

35 PRINT "216-777-5579"

the phone number for Jim Smith will be displayed on the line
following his city, state, and zip.

Program lines can be deleted by typing the line number of the
lineto be deleted, followed byEnter. For example, the following
entry,

30

would result in line 30 being deleted.

Programlines can be changed by merely retyping the new line.
Theexisting lineinthe computer's memory will be replaced with
the new line. Forexample, the following entry,

10 PRINT "THOMAS HILL"

would result in "THOMAS HILL" being output rather than "JIM
SMITH" in the program in Illustration 2-1.

NUMBER

The NUMBER command (or simply NUM) can be used to
generate line numbers automatically.

When a NUMBER command is executed, line number 100 is
displayed on the screen, and a new line number is generated
each time a program line is entered. Each subsequent line
number isgreater than the previousline number bya value of 10.
As a result, the line numbers are generated with the following
sequence.

100,110,120,130 ...
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Ifa line number is generated for a line that already exists in the
program, the entire line will be displayed along with the line
number. Ifyou do not wish to change the program line, simply
press the ENTER key to generate the next line number.

The NUMBER command can also be used to generate a different
sequence of line numbers. Two arguments can be used with a
NUMBER command to indicate the first line number generated,
and the increment between line numbers.

For example, the following NUMBER command can be used to
generate the line numbers 10,15,20,25, etc.

NUM 10,5

The automatic line number mode can be exited by simply
pressing the ENTER key when a new line number is displayed.
The CLEAR command (FCTN 4) can also be used to cancel the
automatic line number mode.

NEW Command

The NEW command is used to erase an old program from
memory before a new one is typed in.

The TI-99/4A can only store one program in its memory at any
one time. Ifyou attempt to enter a new program while another
program isalready stored in the memory, the new program will
be merged with the existing program.

END Statement

Notice the last line in the program in Illustration 2-1. That line
consists only of the line number plus the BASIC reserved word
END.

The END statement identifies the end of a program, and causes
the computer to return to the immediate mode. Generally, the
END statement should be the last line in a program.
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Actually,Tl BASIC does not require an END statement. When the
program's final statement is executed, the program will end.
However, it is good programming practice to end a BASIC
program with an END statement.

Executing a Program

The program in the computer's memory is executed when the
RUN command is entered. This is shown in Illustration 2-1. Each
time the RUN command isrepeated, the program is reexecuted.

Listing a Program

TheLIST commandcan be usedto display the programlinesthat
are currently stored in the computer's memory.

When the LIST command is executed, the program in the
computer's memory isdisplayed on the screen. Each line of the
program appears initiallyat the bottom of the display. In order
for each subsequent line of the program to appear on the last
line of the display, each line of the display must be moved one
line toward the top of the display.

As a result, ifa programoccupiesmore than 24 display lines,the
first lines of the program will be moved offthe top ofthe display
in order to accommodate the last lines. This process is called
scrolling.

The LIST command may also be used to display portions of a
program.

If a LIST commandincludes a linenumber,onlythe programline
with the specified line number is displayed.

For example,the following commandcan be used to display the
program line that has the line number 100.

>LIST 100
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A LIST command can also be used to display the program lines
that have line numbers within a specified range. For example,
the following command causes all the program lines that have
line numbers between 100 and 200 to be displayed.

>LIST 100-200

When the LIST command is used with only one line number, a
dash can be included either before or after that line number. A
dash before the line number causes all the program lines that
have a line number less than or equal to the specified value to be
displayed. If the dash follows the specified line number, all the
program lines from the specified line to the end of the program
will be displayed.

For example, the following command causes line 1000 to be
displayed along with all the program lines with line numbers
greater than 1000.

s-LIST 1000-

Error and Warning Messages

When a statement with an incorrect format has been entered, an
error message willbe displayed. The error message describes the
type of problem that occurred.

If a problem develops while a program is being executed, an
error message willalso be displayed. Anerror that occurs during
the execution of a program generates an error message that
includes a description of the problem aswell as the line number
of the statement that caused the problem.

When an error occurs in a program, an error message will be
displayed and the execution of the program will stop. If a
problem occurs in a program that is not serious enough to stop
the execution, a warning message will be displayed. Warning
messages describe the nature of the problem as well as the line
number where the problem occurred.
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Appendix A provides explanations ot the Tl BASIC error and
warning messages.

BASIC Data Types

There are two general types of data that can be manipulated by
the computer: string and numeric.

Numeric data consists of numeric values and string data consists
of numbers, letters, and special characters.

Strings

A string consists of one or more characters enclosed within
double quotation marks. The following are examples of strings:

"F. SCOTT FITZGERALD"

"149 LEXINGTON AVE"

"NEW YORK, NY 10017"
"212-349-9879"

Notice that a string can contain both letters, numbers, and
symbols. Any string containing numbers cannot be used in
mathematical operations.

NUMERIC DATA

Floating Decimal Point

Floating decimal point is the standard method of representing
numeric data. With floating decimal point numbers, a decimal
point is always assumed. Any number of digits can be placed on
either side of the decimal point. Even with numbers with no
decimal position, a decimal point always is assumed following
the number's last digit.

Floating point numbers are displayed with 10 digits of accuracy.
For example, the following entry of a 10 digit floating point
number,

PRINT .5666666666
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would generate a ten digit display. If an 11 digit floating point
number was entered,

PRINT .56666666666

the last digit would not be displayed and the number would be
rounded as follows.

.5666666667

Commas may not be included within numeric data. For example,
109000 would be a valid number, while 109,000 would be invalid.

Floating point numbers include integers aswell as numbers with
decimal positions. The following are examples of floating point
numbers.

-.0789

5

77.39

0

+.000001

67.98

Negative floating point numbers should be preceded by a minus
sign (-). Positive floating numbers can optionally be preceded
with the plus sign (+), however, a floating point number is
assumed positive if it doesn't have a sign.

Scientific Notation

Tl BASIC uses scientific notation to express either extremely
large or extremely small numbers. A number in scientific
notation has the following format:

±x E ± yy

Where;

± is an optional plus or minus sign.
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x is a floating point number. This position of the number is
known as the coefficient or mantissa.

E stands for exponent.

yy is a one or two digit exponent. The exponent gives the
number of places that the decimal point must be moved to
give its true location. The decimal point is moved to the
right with the positive exponents. The decimal point is
moved to the left with negative exponents.

The following examples specify a number in both standard
floating point and scientific notation:

1000000 -*- 1 E6

.000001 -*- 1 E-6

57500000 -*- 5.75 E+07

-.00000479-*- -4.79 E-06

Any integers containing 11 or more digits will be expressed in
scientific notation as shown in the following example.

PRINT 12345678901

1.23457 E+10

Notice that the decimal portion of the preceding example
contains 6 digits of precision. Anyadditional digits are rounded
off.

Numberscannot be displayed withan exponent greater than 99.
Numbers that haveexponentsgreater than 99 are displayed with
two asterisks in the position of the exponent. Thisindicates that a
number was generated that cannot be represented with a two
digit exponent.

2.47685E+**

Numbers that require an exponent that is less than -99 are
automatically converted to zero.
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The computer cannot manipulate numbers that have an
exponent greater than 127. As a result, the following warning
message will be displayed when a number isgenerated with an
exponent that is too large.

♦WARNING

NUMBER TOO BIG

A line number will be included with the warning message if an
illegal value was generated during a program.

VARIABLES

Sofar, we have only discussed data constants. Aconstant can be
defined as a fixed value. The following are examples of string and
numeric constants.

"JACK NOVET"
"375"

27.59

0

100000

A name can be used to express data as well as a constant.
Variables are used to express data as a name.

BASIC Variables

A variable can be defined as a name that can represent any one
of a group of values. Variables are represented by variable
names. These consist of a letter followed optionally by additional
letters and/or numbers. The value assumed by a variable is
subject to change, depending upon the program statement
being executed. The following example program uses the
variables A and B.

100 LET A = 5.0

200 LET B = 7.0

300 LET A = A + B
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Thevariable Aisinitially assigned avalueof 5.0 and Bisassigned a
value of 7.0. In line 300, the variable A is assigned a new value
equal to the sum of variablesAand B, which is12.0. The previous
value of A is erased.

Note the use of the LET statement in the preceding example. The
LET statement is used to assign a value to a variable. Whenever a
LET statement is used in a program, the value of the variable on
the left side of the equation is to be replaced with the value
appearing on the right.

The reserved word, LET need not actually be included in a LET
statement. Both of the following statements have the same
effect.

100 LET A = 5

200 A = 5

BASIC Variable Names

Tl BASIC allows any group of up to 15 characters to be used as a
variable name—as long as the first character of the group is a
capital letter of the alphabet, and as long as the variable name
does not duplicate a reservedword (seeAppendix D). Examples
of reserved words are:

LET, GOTO, IF, READ, DATA

The following are examples of valid BASIC variable names:

A PRICE

AMOUNT A7

VALUE B2A

The following are examples of invalid variable names.

2BB7 END

1A FOR

PRINT COS
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All of the preceding examples of valid variable names should be
used to represent numeric data. Variable namescan also be used
to represent string data. These are known as string variables.
String variable names consist of a valid variable name followed
by the dollar sign ($). The following are examples of valid string
variable names.

A$ NED$
ZIP$ MON$
A7$ N222$

Tables & Arrays

Avariable isdesigned to hold a single data item—either string or
numeric. However, some programs require that hundreds or
even thousands of variable names be used.

Obviously, the use of thousands of individual variable names
could prove extremely cumbersome. Toovercome this problem,
BASIC allows the use of subscripted variables. Subscripted
variables are identified with a subscript. Asubscript isa number
appearing within parentheses immediately after the variable
name. An example of a group of subscripted variables is given
below:

A(0), A(1), A(2), A(3), A(4),..., A(100)

Note that each subscripted variable isa unique variable. In other
words, A(0) differs from A(1), A(2), A(3), A(4), etc.

Subscriptedvariablesshould be visualized asan array (or table).
Inour previous example, the data contained in the arraydefined
by A would consist of one row with 101 columns in it. Such an
array is a single-dimension array.

Tl BASIC allows one, two or three dimensionally subscripted
variables. Illustration 2-2 provides a visualization of a two
dimensional array of values.
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Illustration 2-2. Two-Dimensional Array

Columns

0 1 2

0

Rows

2

3

27.5 29.4 26.4

37.8 36.1 35.8

26.4 29.5 25.9

40.1 35.8 34.9

Ifthe variable name of the example array was X, the value in the
upper left corner of the table would be the value of the variable
X(0,0). Each element of the table must be specified by the
variable name, followed immediately by two subscripts. The first
subscript indicates the row number of the specified value. The
second subscript indicates the column. The subscripts must be
enclosed in parentheses and separated by commas.

OPTION BASE and DIM statements have an affect on the use of
subscripted variables. A DIM statement is used to specify the
highest subscripts that can be used in an array. An OPTION BASE
statement determines the lowest subscript that can be used in an
array.

The following DIM statement can be used to reserve an area in
the computer's memory for an array with 27as the highest row
number and 14 as the highest column number.

DIM Z(27,14)

The size an array is only limited by the amount of available
memory. If an insufficient amount of memory is available, a
MEMORY FULL error will occur when a DIM statement is
executed.

A single DIM statement can be used to set the maximum
subscript values for more than one array. The specifications of
each array must be separated by commas, as demonstrated in the
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following statement.

100 DIM A(5,3),B(100),C(2,3)

Be sure to include a DIM statement in a program before the
subscripted variables are referenced. A BAD SUBSCRIPT error
will occur if dimensioned variables are used improperly.

DIM statements are required for arrays that have subscripts
greater than 10. However, subscripted variables that do not have
subscripts greater than 10 do not require DIM statements.

In general, the lowest subscript that can be used in an array is 0.
However, an OPTION BASE statement can be used to change the
lowest allowable subscript to 1. Although DIMstatements can be
used to set subscript limits for each array individually, a single
OPTION BASE statement affects every array.

The only two values that can be used in an OPTION BASE
statement are 0 and 1. As a result, the following two statements
are the only possible OPTION BASE statements.

OPTION BASE 0

OPTION BASE 1

Expressions and Operators

The values of variables and constants are combined to form a
new value through the use of expressions. An expression is a
group of constants, variables and operators that are used to
calculate a single value. The value that is calculated reflects the
information contained in the expression. A typical expression
would appear as follows.

27+A8-X

Tl BASIC allows the use of arithmetic, relational and string
operators. Arithmetic operators are used to evaluate expressions
based on the values of the numbers in the expression. Relational
operators are used to evaluate expressions based on the relative
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values of the items in an expression. Stringoperators are used to
evaluate expressions that contain string values.

Arithmetic Operators

The symbols used for addition, subtraction, multiplication,
division,and exponentiation are known asarithmeticoperators.
In BASIC, the symbols + and - are used tor addition and subtrac
tion respectively. The asterisk (*) is used to indicate multipli
cation, while the slash (/) is used to indicate division.

When a + or - sign precedes a number, the symbol is used to
specify that number's sign.

However, when a minus sign is used to change the sign of a
value, the operator is called a unary minus. The following
statement uses the unary minus operation to change the sign of
the variable A.

100 LET A =-A

Exponentiation is the process of raising a number to a specified
power. For example,

As

is equivalent to the following expression:

A*A*A*A*A

In Tl BASIC, exponentiation is indicated by the caret (A). The
value to the left of the caret is the base, and the number to the
right of the caret isthe exponent. As a result, the expression (A5)
could be represented in BASIC as AA5.

The following examples demonstrate the use of the arithmetic
operators.

37/A + 4AB

50*4-A

23.25/4+ C
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String Operators

The only string operation used in Tl BASIC isstring concatenation.
This operation is the combining of two strings to form a third
string. The result of a concatenation isa combination of the two
strings. The ampersand (&) is used to represent this operation.

For example, if the variable A$ is assigned the value "TOOTH"
and B$ is assigned the value "ACHE" the strings can be
concatenated to form the string "TOOTHACHE". The expression
A$ & B$ can be used to concatenate the two strings.

Relational Operators

Relational operators are used to evaluate relational expressions.
These types of expressions can be either true or false. The
following relational expressions are all true.

5>3

3 = 3

4<7

The conditions of true and false are represented by the values -1
and 0 respectively. As a result, a relational expression is always
evaluated to one of the two values (0 or -1).

The relational operators are summarized as follows.

< —*- less than

< = —*- less than or equal to
> —*- greater than

>= •- greater than or equal to
= •- equal to

< >—*- not equal

For example, a "less than" expression is equal to -1 only if the
value on the left side of the operator is lessthan the value on the
right. Otherwise the expression is equal to zero.

When relational expressions include string values, the string
values are compared according to each character in the string.
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One character is considered "greater than" another if its ASCII
code is a greater number.

The ASCII code is a widely used system that uses numbers to
refer to the characters instead of the characters themselves. The
ASCII values that correspond to the TI-99/4A character set can
be found in Appendix C.

For example, the ASCII code foran upper caseAis 65. Thecode
for an upper case Bis 66. As a result, the following relational
expressions would be considered true.

"B" >= "A"

"B" =^"A"

"A" -< = "B"

"A"^ "B"

Strings are compared bythe ASCII code for each character, one
at a time. If the first characters in each of the strings are the same,
the second characters in the strings will be compared.

For example, consider the two string values "JOSEPH" and
"JOAN". In a relational expression, the first characters of the
strings will be compared first. Since both strings begin with "J",
the second charactes will be compared next. Since the second
characters are also the same, the comparison continues with the
third character.

Since the ASCII code for "A" (65) is less than the ASCII code for
"S" (83), "JOAN" is considered less than "JOSEPH".

Ifthe end of a string isencountered during a string comparison,
the stringwiththe fewer number ofcharacterswill be considered
less than the longer string. For example, "ABC" would be
considered less than "ABCD".

The relational operators can be used to indicate the relative
location of strings in alphabetical order.
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The following examples demonstrate the use of relational
operators with string values. Allof the following expressions are
true.

"ABC"="ABC"
"AAB" > "AAA"

"ALFRED" < "ALFREDO"

A$<Z$ where A$ = "ALFRED" and Z$ = "ALFREDO"

Note that all string constants must be enclosed in quotation
marks.

Compound Expressions and Order of Evaluation

Most of the preceding examples were simple expressions. A
simple expression is one which contains Just one operator and
one or two operands. Simple expressions can be combined to
form compound expressions. The following are examples ot
compound expressions.

(A+B)*7-4
(A+B)/(C+D)

(A>B)>(COD)

Without a standard means of evaluating compound expressions,
the expression 2+3*5 could be evaluated as either 17 or 25
(depending on the order of operations).

As a result, a standard order of operations is used to prevent
confusion. Table 2-1 outlines the standard order ot evaluation.

Parentheses are used to enclose expressions that should be
evaluated before any other operations are performed.

More than one set of parentheses can appear in an expression. If
a set of parentheses are located within another set, the expression
within the inner set of parentheses will be evaluated first.

If multiple sets of parentheses are not contained within each
other, the expression enclosed in the leftmost se'.of parentheses
will be evaluated first.



Programming the TI-99/4A In Standard BASIC 51

Table 2-1. Order of Evaluation

Operator Description Priority

Parentheses () Used to alter order

of evaluation.
1

Arithmetic

Operators

A Exponentiation 2

- Unary Minus 3

*

/

Multiplication
Division

4

+ Addition

Subtraction
5

Relational

Operators >

5»=S

Equal To
Not Equal To
Less Than

Greater Than

Less Than or Equal To
Greater Than or Equal To

6

When the expressions in parentheses have been evaluated, the
remaining operations will be performed. The operations will be
performed according to the priority levels ot Tabel 2-1. The
operations in an expression that have the same priority level will
be evaluated from left to right.

Mixed Expressions

Since the relational operators return a numeric value (0 or -1),
the result of a relational expression can be used within an
algebraic expression.

The following examples demonstrate the format of mixed
expressions.

4*(B>6)
5+(6<=-A)
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The value returned by a relational expression can be used in the
same manner as any other value.

For example, the expression 7*(4>3) would be evaluated as -7.
The expression in parentheses isequal to -1 because the relation
is true. When the result of the relational expression is multiplied
by 7, the result is -7.

Tl BASIC Statements

The next several sections contain explanations of the most
commonly used BASIC statements.

Remark Statements

Remark statements are used to include comments in a program.
It is good programming practice to include a liberal number of
Remark statements in a program. Comments should be used to
describe the logic that is used in a program.

Remark statements must include the keyword REM. This reserved
word causes the statement to be ignored by the computer. Even
though Remark statements have no effect on the operation of
the computer, the comments will be displayed each time the
program is listed.

The following statement demonstrates the format of a typical
Remark statement.

100 REM INPUT ROUTINE

Assignment Statements

Assignment statements are used to assign values to variables. The
following are examples of assignment statements.

100 LET A = 7

200 B = 42

300 NAMES = "PHIL"

Notice that the keyword LET is optional. Generally, LET is
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assumed. Both string and numeric variables can be assigned
values with an assignment statement.

DATA and READ Statements

Assigning values to a large number of variables with individual
assignment statements could prove very cumbersome. DATA
and READ statements can be used to assign values to a large
number of variables. The following isan example of DATA and
READ statements.

100 DATA 100, 500,1000, "JACK"
200 READ A, B, C, D$

The DATA statement creates a list of constant values known as a
DATA list. Theitemsin the DATA list are assigned sequentiallyto
the variables in the READ statement. A DATA list isdepicted in
Illustration 2-3.

Illustration 2-3. DATA and READ Statements

Example Statements

100 DATA 10,20,30
200 DATA JUNE,JULY,AUGUST
300 READ A,B,C
400 READA$,B$,C$

Data List Corresponding Variables

10 A

20 B

30 C

JUNE A$
JULY B$

AUGUST C$

DATA statements may contain numeric or string values. These
values must be separated or delimited with commas. DATA
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statements may appear at any point in the program.

The DATA list uses a pointer to indicate which value within the
list is to be assigned to the next variable in a READ statement.
Before the first READ statement is encountered, the DATA list
pointer will point at the first value in the DATA list. As values
from the DATA list are assigned to variables in the READ
statement, the pointer will move sequentially to each successive
item in the DATA list.

The values from the DATA list must match the type of variable to
which they are assigned in the READ statement. In other words, a
string value cannot be assigned to a numeric variable, or vice
versa.

A RESTORE statement can be used to move the data pointer to a
specific location in the data list. If a RESTORE statement is not
used to move the data pointer, each data item in a program can
only be read once. The first READ statement will assign the first
value in the first DATA statement to the specified variable.

Eachdata item in the program willbe read sequentially beginning
with the first data item. When a RESTOREstatement is executed,
the data pointer can be moved to the first value in any of the
program's DATA statements. The particular DATA statement will
be specified by the line number argument in the RESTORE
statement. When a RESTORE statement does not include a line
number, the data pointer will be moved to the first data item in
the program. The following example demonstrates the use of a
RESTORE statement.

100 READ A,B
200 RESTORE

300 READ C,D,E,F
400 RESTORE 700

500 READ G,H
600 DATA 10,20
700 DATA 30,40

At line 100,the variables Aand Bwere assigned the values 10and
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20. The DATA statement at line 600 provided the values for the
first two variables in the READ Statement.

The RESTORE statement at line 200returned the data pointer to
the beginning of the data. Asa result, the values 10 and 20 were
once again assigned to variables via a READ statement.

The READ statement at line 300assigned the values 10,20,30and
40 to the variables C,D,E and F.

The RESTORE statement at line 400 caused the data pointer to
return to the first data item in line 700. As a result, the READ
statement at line 500 assigned the values 30 and 40 to the
variables G and H.

Outputting Data

In some of the preceding examples, the PRINTstatement was
used to display data. The PRINT statement can be used to display
both numeric and string data.

The following program statement,

100 PRINT "VENDOR LIST"

would cause the following output when executed.

VENDOR LIST

The first item in a PRINT statement is displayed at the cursor's
current location.

Two data items can be displayed on the same line with a single
PRINTstatement by separating the string constants or variables
in the PRINT statement with commas. The following statements,

100 LET A$ = "JOHN"
200 PRINT A$, "BILL", "PETER"
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would result in the display shown below:

JOHN BILL
PETER

The display screen is divided into two separate zones when data
is being output to the screen via the PRINT statement. The first
zone begins at the far left side of the screen in the first column.
The second zone begins in the middle of the display line.

When a comma appears in a PRINT statement, the computer is
instructed to print the next value at the beginning of the next
print zone. In the preceding example, "JOHN" isprinted in print
zone 1. The third parameter, "PETER" is displayed in the first
zone of the subsequent display line.

If the first value in a PRINT statement consists of more than 13

characters, the next item will be printed at the first print position
on the following line. The following example illustrates this
principle.

^100 LETA$ = "TORONTO,ONTARIO"
>200 PRINT A$, "BILL", "PETER"
=-RUN

TORONTO,ONTARIO
BILL PETER

A semicolon can also be used to separate the items in a PRINT
statement. A semicolon causes the next item in the PRINT

statement to be displayed immediately after the preceding item.
When semicolons are used to separate items, no blank spaces
appear between string values. Numeric values are separated by
two spaces.

When a PRINT statement has been executed, the cursor will be
moved to the left margin of the following line. This is known as a
carriage return/line feed.

Ifa comma or semicolon occurs at the end of a PRINT statement,
the carriage return/line feed will be suppressed. If a comma is
placed at the end of a PRINT statement, the next PRINT
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statement will begin output at the next print zone after the last
item is displayed. Ifa semicolon is placed at the end of a PRINT
statement, the next PRINT statement will begin output im
mediately following the last item displayed.

A DISPLAY statement can also be used to output data to the
screen. DISPLAY statements use the same format as PRINT

statements, but DISPLAY statements cannot be used to output
data to any device other than the video screen.

DISPLAY statements can be used to output string or numeric
values. The values in a DISPLAY statement must be separated by
commas or semicolons. A comma causes the next output to
appear in the next available column. When a semicolon is used
to separate values, the values will be output adjacent to each
other.

Numeric values that are output with DISPLAY statements will
always be preceded by one blank space.

="100 A$ = "THOMAS HILL"
="200 DISPLAY "NAME: ";A$
="300 B = 34

="400 DISPLAY"AGE:";B

="RUN

NAME: THOMAS HILL

AGE: 34

INPUT Statements

An INPUT statement allows values to be assigned to variables
while a program is being executed.

When an INPUT statement is executed, the execution of the
program cannot continue until data has been entered via the
keyboard.

The following statement demonstrates the format of a simple
INPUT statement.
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100 INPUT A

When the preceding statement is executed, a tone will sound
and a question mark will be displayed to indicate that data is
required for the variable A. Akeyboard entry should be used to
assign avalueto the variable. Whenthe ENTER keyispressed, the
execution of the program will resume.

Thetype of data entered at the keyboard mustcorrespond to the
type of variable specified in the INPUT statement. If the two
typesdo not correspond, the following warningmessage will be
displayed.

•WARNING:

INPUT ERROR IN 100

TRY AGAIN:

When an input error occurs, the INPUT statement will
automatically be repeated. As a result, an INPUT statement will
not allow the execution of the program to continue until an
appropriate value has been entered.

The values for several variables can be assigned with a single
INPUT statement. The following example demonstrates the use
of an INPUT statement with several variables.

200 INPUT A$,B,C$

The variables in an INPUT statement must be separated by
commas. Also, the data values entered in response to the INPUT
statement must be separated by commas.

When an INPUT statement requires values for more than one
variable, the values should be entered in the correct sequence
and should be separated with commas. Press the ENTER key to
end the entry of values.

The types of values in the response mustcorrespond to the types
of variables in the INPUT statement. A numeric value will be
considered a string ifit isentered asa value for a string variable. If
the number of data items entered in response to an INPUT
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statement did not correspond to the number of variables in the
statement, the following warning message would be displayed.

♦WARNING:

INPUT ERROR IN 200

TRY AGAIN:

Stringvalues that contain commas must be enclosed in quotation
marks when entered in response to an INPUT statement.
However, the quotation marks will not be considered a part of
the string value. The quotation marks are required because
commas are generally used to separate data items. If a single
string value includes a comma, that value would be interpreted
by INPUT as two separate values. The following example
contains a program that uses INPUT statements to assign string
values to variables.

>100 INPUT A$,B$,C$
^"200 PRINT A$
>300 PRINT B$

>400 PRINT C$

>RUN

? DESK, CHAIR, "PENCILS, PENS" 4- user's response
DESK

CHAIR

PENCILS, PENS

The data PENCILS, PENS would generally be considered two
separate values for an INPUT statement. However, the quotation
marks allow the data to be considered as a single string value.

It isa good programming practice to include a prompt message
in an INPUT statement. A prompt is used to indicate the exact
type of data entry that is required. For example, the statement:

100 INPUT "CUSTOMER NAME?":A$
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would cause the following message to be displayed when the
INPUT statement was executed.

CUSTOMER NAME?

The prompt message inan INPUTstatement must be enclosed in
quotation marks and followed by a colon. The list of variables
must follow the prompt message.

When a prompt message is included in an INPUT statement, the
question mark (?) willnot automatically be displayed. Ifa prompt
message is included, the prompt will be displayed exactly as it
appears in the INPUT statement.

Loops

Asection of a program that is to be repeated more than once is
called a loop. Loops are used extensively in computer
programming to perform calculations for large sets of data.

One of most commonly used loops is the FOR, NEXT loop. The
following program example illustrates a typical application of a
FOR, NEXT loop.

100 FORJ=1TO20
200 X = JA2
300 PRINT X

400 NEXT J
500 END

The section of the program from line number 100to line number
400isa FOR, NEXT loop. The variable Jis referred to as a counter.
The statements within the loop (between the FOR and NEXT
statements) will be repeated for various values of the counter (J).

The FOR statement contains the upper and lower limits of the
counter. The keyword TO is preceded by the initial value of the
counter (1), and followed by the final value (20).

Each time the NEXT J statement is executed, the value of the
counter will be increased and the loop will be repeated. As a
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result, the statements within the loop (lines 200and 300) will be
repeated 20 times. Each time the loop is repeated, the variable J
will represent a different value. As a result, the preceding
example program will compute the squares of the numbers from
1 to 20.

When the counter (J) is assigned the final value (20), the
statements at lines 200 and 300 will be executed for the last time.

When the loop has been completed, the program will proceed
with the statement following the NEXT J statement.

Any numeric variable can be used as the counter, and any
number of program lines can be included within a loop.

In the preceding example, the counter was incremented by one
each time the loop was repeated. If it is necessary to increase the
counter by a value other than 1, a STEP statement can be
included in the FOR statement. The value following the keyword
STEP will determine the amount that the counter is to be

increased each time the loop is repeated.

The following program contains a FOR, NEXT loop with a
counter that will increase by 3 each time the loop is repeated

100 FOR K = 1 TO 20 STEP 3

200 X = KA2

300 PRINT X

400 NEXT K

500 END

The FOR, NEXT loop in the preceding example will be repreated
7 times. The counter (K) will be assigned the value 1 when the
loop is begun. Each time the loop is executed, the value of the
counter will be increased by 3. The value of the counter will be 19
during the last repetition of the loop.

FOR, NEXT loops will be repeated until the value of the counter
is larger than the final value. The example loop will be executed
for the last time when K has been set equal to 19 because one
more repetition would cause the value of Kto be set to 22. Since
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22 is larger than the final value (20),the loop will not be executed
once the variable K has been assigned the value 22.

STEP statements can also include negative or fractional values.
The correct format for STEP statements is demonstrated in the
following examples.

FORJ=10TO0STEP-1
FORT = 0TO100STEP.25

FOR K = 25 TO 0 STEP-.5

Nested Loops

One loop can be placed inside another loop. The innermost
loop is known as a nested loop. The following program contains
a nested loop.

100 FORJ=0TO2^
200 FORK = 0TO=0TO3-»|

m i300 READ R(J,K) (inner loop
400 NEXTK

500 NEXT J

outer loop

600 DATA 10,11,12,13,14,15
700 DATA 16,17,18,19,20,21

The preceding example is used to read data into the numeric
array R.

When using nested loops, be sure to end the inner loop before
ending the outer loop. In other words, be sure that the entire
inner loop is contained within the outer loop.

A program must contain a NEXT statement that corresponds to
each FOR statement. If the FOR and NEXT statements are not

properly arranged in a program, a FOR-NEXT ERRORwill occur.

Ifa program contains a loop that is improperly nested, a CAN'T
DO THAT error will occur.
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Conditional Branches

A branch is an interruption in the order in which statements are
executed in a program. Abranch causes a specified program line
to be executed regardless of that line's location within the
program.

For example, if line number 500in a program causes a branch to
line 1000, the statements in the program with line numbers
between 500and 1000 will be ignored. The program execution
will resume at line number 1000 and continue with the
subsequent statements.

Conditional branches are statements that are used to branch a
program if a specified condition is true.

Aconditional branch statement hasthe following configuration.

IF expression THEN Hnenumber

The expression in an IFJHEN statement is used to control the
execution of a program. Relational expressions are most
commonly used as the control expression in an IFJHEN
statement.

Ifthe relational expression is true, the program will execute the
statement at the specified line number. The following statement
is an example of a conditional branch statement.

500 IF A$ = "STOP" THEN 1000

The control expression in this statement is A$ = "STOP". When
this expression is true, the statement at line number 1000 will be
executed. When the program control is branched to line 1000,
the execution of the program will continue with the statements
that follow line number 1000.

If the control expression is false, the execution of the prbgram
will continue with the statement that follows the IFJHEN
statement. Inother words, the normal execution of the program
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will not be affected by the IFJHEN statement if the condition is
false.

An ELSE statement can be included with an IFJHEN statement.
An ELSE statement is used to specify a line number that the
program will branch to if the control expression is false.

100 IF C >256 THEN 1000 ELSE 2000

The preceding example statement will cause the program to
branch to line number 1000 if the value of the variable C is
greater than 256. Ifthe value of C is lessthan or equal to 256,the
program will branch to line number 2000.

Branching Statements

The concept of branching a program was introduced in the
discussion of conditional statements. A branch in a program is an
alteration of the normal order of executing statements.

Abranching statement causesthe program control to proceed at
a specified line number. The most commonly used branching
statements are GOTO and GOSUB.

A GOTO statement has the following format.

GOTO Hnenumber

Forexample, the following statement would cause the program
to branch to line number 1000 when line 500 is executed.

500 GOTO 1000

ON, GOTO Statement

An ON, GOTO statement is a combination of a conditional
statement and a branching statement. The use of an ON, GOTO
statement is illustrated in the following program.
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10 INPUT A

20 ON A GOTO 40,50,60
40 B = B+1

50 C = C+1

60 D = D+1

The ON, GOTO statement at line number 20 is used to branch
the program to one of the specified line numbers (40,50 or 60).
The value of the variable A is used to select the line number of
the branch.

If the expression following the keyword ON is equal to 1,
program control will branch to the first line number specified
after GOTO; if 2, to the second; if 3, to the third; etc.

Forexample, if the variable Aisone, program control will branch
to line number 40. If the value of A is 2, the program will branch
to line number 50, etc.

Ifthe control expression is not an integer, it is rounded off. Ifthe
value of the control expression is less than or equal to 0, or
greater than the number of line numbers in the ON, GOTO
statement, a BAD VALUE error will occur.

Subroutines & GOSUB Statements

Many times the same set of program instructions are used more
than once in a program. Re-entering these program lines can be
very time consuming. The use of subroutines make the additional
entries unnecessary.

Asubroutine can be defined as a program which appears within
another larger program. The subroutine may be executed as
many times as desired.

The execution of subroutines is controlled by the GOSUB and
RETURN statements. The format for a GOSUB statement is as

follows.

GOSUB Hnenumber
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The computer willbegin execution of the subroutine beginning
at the specified Hnenumber. Statements will continue to be
executed in order, until a RETURN statement is encountered.
Upon execution of the RETURN statement, the computer will
branch out of the subroutine back to the first line following the
original GOSUB statement. This is illustrated in the following
example.

100 FORJ=0TO3
200 GOSUB 1000

300 NEXT J

400 END

/1000 X= JA2+JA3
Subroutine | 1100 PRINT X

11200 RETURN

Subroutines can make writing a program easier. By dividing a
lengthy program into a number of smaller subroutines, the
complexity of the program will be reduced. Individual sub
routines are smaller and therefore more easily written. Sub
routines are also more easily debugged than longer programs.

ON, GOSUB Statement

An ON, GOSUB statement is very similar in principle to an ON,
GOTO statement. The following statement is an example of an
ON, GOSUB statement.

100 ON X GOSUB 1000, 2000, 3000

If the value of Xis 1, the subroutine at line 1000 isexecuted. If Xis
2, the subroutine at line 2000 isexecuted. IfXis 3, the subroutine
at line 3000 is executed.

If the value of X is rounded off to a value less than 1 or greater
than 3, a BAD VALUE error will occur.

When the execution of the subroutine is complete, program
control will return to the line immediately following the ON,
GOSUB statement.
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Functions

Functions are used to represent a set of calculations that return a
value. Generally, functions require one or more arguments. The
arguments are used as input for the function. The output of the
function is the value that is returned.

There are many functions that can be used in Tl BASIC (See Table
2-2).

Table 2-2. Tl BASIC Functions

Functions Functions

that require that require
numeric arguments string arguments

ABS COS INT SIN ASC

ATN EOF LOG SQR LEN

CHR$ EXP SGN STR$

TAN

VAL

The following format isused for allof the functions that require
one argument.

function (argument)

Thekeywordfor the function isalways followedbyan argument.
An argument can be any expression that uses constants, variables,
operators, or other functions. Some functions require numeric
valuesasargumentsand others require stringvalues. Thetype of
data used as an argument must correspond to the type of data
that the function requires. The functions on the left side of Table
2-2 require numeric arguments. The functions on the right side
of the table require a string value as arguments.

A STRING-NUMBER MISMATCH error will occur if the wrong
type of argument is used with a function.
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The following example statements demonstrate the use of the Tl
BASIC functions.

10 PRINTSGN(SIN(A))
10 PRINT CHR$(87)
10 X= SQR (VAL(A$))
10 FOR J = LEN(A$) TO LEN(B$)
10 IF LEN(A$)=^LEN(B$) THEN 80

Each of the Tl BASIC functions are described in detail in
Chapter 5.

Tl BASIC includes two functions that require more than one
argument. These functions are used with both numeric and
string values.

The POS and SEG$ functions are the only two functions that
require more than one argument.

The arguments of these functions must be enclosed in
parentheses and separated by commas. The following statements
are examples of multiple argument functions.

100 Y= POS(X$,"TEXAS",4)
100 PRINT SEG$(X$,5,6)

The only function that does not require an argument is RND.
This function is used to return random numbers that are greater
than or equal to zero and less than one.

DEF

A DEF statement can be used to define a function. If calculations

in a program need to be repeated several times, a function can
be defined to perform the calculations.

Functions can return either a string value or a numeric value.
Also, the argument of a function can be either a string or a
number.
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The following example program isused to define a function that
concatenates the argument of the function with the string
"BERRIES".

=*10 DEF Z$(X$) = X$ & "BERRIES"
>20 A$ = "BLUE"
>30 B$ = "STRAW"
>40 PRINTZ$(A$),Z$(B$)
>RUN

BLUEBERRIES STRAWBERRIES

The name ofthefunction is Z$. Since thefunction returns astring
value, the function name must be a stringvariable name.

Theargumentof the function is represented bythe variable X$.
In the function definition statement at line 10, the argumentof
the function (X$) isconcatenated with the string "BERRIES".

As a result, the PRINT statement at line 40 returns two string
values. The variables A$ and B$ are used as arguments of the
function Z$.

The two string values returned by thefunction arethe outputof
the program.

Thefollowingexample program usesa DEF statement to define a
numericfunction. The function defined in thefollowing program
is commonly called the inverse sine or arcsine function.

>10 DEF ARCSIN(X) = ATN(X/SQR(-X*X+1))
>20 PRINT ARCSIN(.5)
>RUN

.5235987756

ASCII

The computer cannot actually store characters in its memory.
Instead, the computer stores numeric values.

Before characters can be stored, they must be converted to
numbers. Computers use special numeric codes to store
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characters. Most microcomputers use a code known as ASCII
(American Standard Code for Information Interchange).

The TI-99/4A uses codes slightly different from the standard
ASCII code set. The codes used by the TI-99/4A are listed in
Appendix C.

The CHR$ function can be used to generate the characters with
ASCII codes from 30 to 127. Forexample, since the ASCII value
for the letter A is 65,the following statement causes the letter A
to be output.

PRINT CHR$(65)

The ASCII values from 0 to 30 are reserved for special functions
of the computer. TheCHR$functioncannot be used to generate
these specialfunctions. Generally, when a CHR$function hasan
argument less than 30, a blankspace will be displayed.

The ASCII values from 128 to 159 are used to specify special
graphics characters. These special characters must be defined
before they can be displayed.

The ASCfunction returns the ASCI Icode equivalent for its string
argument. If this string is longer than one character, the ASC
function returns the ASCII code for the first character in the
string.

The following program illustrates the use of the ASC function.

=-100 A$ = "JOHN JOHNSON"
=-200 PRINT ASC(A$)
>300 END

=-RUN

The program in the preceding exampleoutputs the number 74
because the ASCII value of the first character in the string
argument of the ASC function is 74.
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Advanced Input and Output Statements

INPUTand PRINTstatements are commonly usedto performthe
input and output functions of the computer. However, the use
of these statements is somewhat restricted. An INPUT statement
can only be used to accept data fromthe keyboard,and a PRINT
statement can only be used to output data to the display.

These statements can be modified to allow an exchangeof data
between the computer and the peripheral devices. The
generalized I/O statements havethe following format.

INPUT # filenumber : data ...
PRINT # filenumber : data ...

PRINT# and INPUT# statements are commonly used to transfer
data to and from the Program Recorder or Disk Drives. PRINT#
statements are also used to send output to the printer.

The use of a filenumber is the only difference between the
standard and generalized I/O statements.

Filenumbers

Before communication can be undertaken between an input or
output device, an I/O channel must first be associated with the
specific device. The channel serves as a link between the BASIC
program and the I/O device. The filenumber isa parameter that
is used to specify an I/O channel.

Once an I/O channel is specified for a particular device, any
input or output to the device can be performed with an INPUT#
or PRINT# statement. The tile number in an I/O statement must
be used to specify the particular I/O channel.
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OPEN

Before an I/O channel can be used with a program, it must first
be opened. When a channel is opened for an external device
such as the Program Recorder, disk drive or printer, the
computer reserves a memory area known asa buffer from which
data will be sent to or received from the specified device.

An OPEN statement has the following configuration.

OPEN # filenumber "device.filename"

The filenumber specifies the I/O channel being opened. This
number can range from 1 to 255,and willbe used by subsequent
INPUT# and PRINT# statements to access the device opened.

The device parameter is used to specify the type of I/O device
being opened. The filename is used to specify the particular file
that the input will be taken from or the output will be sent to.

PRINT# and INPUT#

PRI NT# and INPUT# are used to send data to or receive data from
the device opened in a preceding OPEN statement.

The exact nature of the use of these generalized I/O statements
is described in the chapters of this book that deal with the
specific I/O devices.

CLOSE

ACLOSE statement is used to prevent access to a device that was
previously accessed with an OPEN statement.

EDIT

The edit mode is a feature of the TI-99/4A that allows the
statements in a program to be revised. The edit mode allows
program lines to be modified without retyping the entire
statement.
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The EDIT command can be used to enter the edit mode. The
EDIT command must be followed by the line number of the
statement that needs to be modified. The following commands
can be used to modify a program line when the edit mode is in
effect.

FCTN + FCTN 1(DEL)
FCTN t FCTN 2 (INS)
FCTN — FCTN 3 (ERASE)
FCTN —





CHAPTER 3.

PROGRAMMING IN Tl

EXTENDED BASIC

Tl Extended BASIC isa programming language that can be used
with the TI-99/4A. Unlike the standard version of Tl BASIC,
Extended BASIC is not built into the computer. Extended BASIC
can be usedonly if the Tl Extended BASIC solid state cartridgeis
plugged into the command module slot in the computer
console.

The Tl Extended BASIC cartridge is not included with the Tl-
99/4Acomputer. Inorder to use Extended BASIC, the cartridge
must be purchased separately.

This chapter is a presentation of the programming features of
Extended BASIC. Since Extended BASIC isan expanded version
of Tl BASIC, the information in Chapter 2 applies to Extended
BASIC as well as Tl BASIC.

Since this chapter is based on the information in chapter 2,
please readchapter 2beforereading this chapter unless you are
already familiar with Tl BASIC.

Only one of the twoversions of BASIC can be used at any time.
As a result, the version must be selected when the computer is
powered on.

When the computer is powered on, the master title screen will
be displayed. When any key on the keyboard is pressed, the
main selection menu will be displayed. When the Extended
BASIC cartridge is being used with the computer, the main
selection menu will appear as follows.
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TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

HOME COMPUTER

PRESS

1 FORTI BASIC

2 FOR Tl EXTENDED BASIC

In order to use Extended BASIC, press the 2 key on the keyboard.
When the 2 key is pressed, the display will be cleared and the
following message will appear on the display.

* READY *

The "greater than" symbol ( ^) is used to indicate that the
computer is ready to accept a command.

Multiple Statement Lines

One of the principle differences between Tl BASIC and Extended
BASIC isthe use of multiple statement lines. In Extended BASIC,
more than one statement can be included on each program line.
The individual statements on each program line must be
separated by two colons. For example, the following program
line contains 3 statements.

10 FOR J = 1 TO 10::PRINT A(J)::NEXT J

This feature allows programs to be written with fewer program
lines.
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REM statements should be the last statement in a multiple
statement program line. When a REM statement is encountered
in a program, any subsequent statements on the same program
line will be ignored.

Each DATA statement in a program must be the only statement
on a program line.

Variable Assignment Statements

In Extended BASIC two additional statements are available for
assigning values to variables. These statements are ACCEPT and
LINPUT. Also, the LET statement has additional features when
used in Extended BASIC.

ACCEPT

An ACCEPT statement is used to assign values to variables while a
program is being executed.

An ACCEPT statement can only be used to input data that is
entered via the keyboard.

An ACCEPT statement is similar in principle to an INPUT
statement. However, an ACCEPT statement has more optional
features than does an INPUT statement.

ACCEPT statements can include any or all of the following
options.

AT VALIDATE BEEP ERASE ALL SIZE

The AT option allows the data being input to be displayed at any
specified location on the display.

The VALI DATE option can be used to restrict the type of data that
can be input.

The VALIDATE option can be used to restrict the input to any
combination of the following catagories:



78 TI-99/4A User's Handbook

1. Upper case letters (UALPHA)
2. Digits 0 through 9 (DIGIT)
3. Numeric values (NUMERIC)
4. Specific characters (e.g. "YN")

The BEEP option causes a tone to sound when the ACCEPT
statement is executed.

The ERASE ALL option causes the entire display to be cleared
before any data is input.

The SIZE option is used to restrict the number of characters that
can be included in a value being input.

The following example statements demonstrate the use of
ACCEPT statements:

10 ACCEPT AT (1,1) BEEP SIZE(10):X
20 ACCEPT VALIDATE (DIGIT) ERASE ALL:Y

The first example statement causes the data being input to
appear at the upper left corner of the display. A tone issounded
when the statement is executed. The maximum number of

characters that can be included in the input is10.The value that is
input at the keyboard will be assigned to the variable X.

The second example statement causes the data being input to be
assigned to the variable Y. The VALIDATE option allows the data
being input to consist only of the digits 0 through 9. When the
statement is executed, the screen will be cleared before any data
is accepted.

If any characters other than the digits 0 through 9 are entered as
data, a tone will sound, and the input will not be accepted.

LINPUT

A LINPUT statement is used in Extended BASIC to assign a value
to a string variable. A LINPUT statement is similar to an INPUT
statement, but a LINPUT statement can only assign a value to one
variable.
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Since a LINPUT statement can only assign a value to one variable
at a time, a comma is not used to separate data items. Asa result,
commas are considered a part of the string value. Inother words,
a LINPUT statement is used to assign an entire line of data to a
string variable.

The following example demonstrates the use of a LINPUT
statement.

>10 LINPUT A$
> 20 PRINT A$
>RUN

? PROGRAM LINES20,22,28-32-*-user'sresponse
PROGRAM LINES 20, 22, 28-32

The value that is entered in response to the LINPUT statement
contains two commas. These commas are not used to separate
dataitems. Instead, thecommas areconsidered partofthe string
data.

ALINPUT statement can includea prompt message that appears
each time the LINPUT statement is executed.

The following example consists of a LINPUT statement that
contains a prompt message.

10 LINPUT "ENTER NAME (LAST, FIRST)":NAME$

The preceding example statement would cause the following
message to be displayed each time the statement is executed.

ENTER NAME (LAST, FIRST)

A LINPUT statement can also be used to input data from a device
other than the keyboard. If a LINPUT statement includes a file
number, the data will be taken from the device that was
previously opened for input.
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If a LINPUT statement includes a filenumber, the filenumber
must correspond to the file number specified in a previously
executed OPEN statement. The configuration of a LINPUT#
statement is as follows.

LINPUT # filenumber : variable

LET

In Extended BASIC, a variable assignment statement can be used
to assign a value to severalvariables. Each variable in a multiple
variable assignment statement must be separated by a comma.
The following example statement would assign the value 100to
the variables X, Y and Z.

100 X, Y, Z = 100

Arrays

Subscripted variables can be used to make the handling of
variables easier. Extended BASIC allows variables to be used with
up to seven subscripts.

Due to the large amount of memory required for a multi
dimensional array, large arrays must be used carefully.

The following example program uses a four dimensional array.

>10 DIM A (2, 3, 4, 5)
>20 A (1,1,1,1) = 10
>30 PRINT A (1,1,1,1)
>RUN

10

Afour dimensional arraycan be visualized asa number of books
that contain data. If each book has data arranged in rows and
columns, any data item inanyof the books can be specified with
4 subscripts.

The first subscript refers to the book number. The second
subscript refers to page number. The third and fourth subscripts
refer to the row and column number of the data item.
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Boolean Operators

In addition to the arithmetic, relational and string operators,
Extended BASIC allows the use of Boolean (or logical) operators.

Boolean operators are used to compare logical expressions.
Logical expressions are any expressions that can be considered
either true or false.

The most common type of logical expressions are relational
expressions. These expressions are always either true or false.

The four Boolean operators used with the TI-99/4A are AND,
OR, XOR and NOT. The AND, OR and XOR operators require
two arguments.

The AND operator returns a true value only if both of the argu
ments are true. The OR operation returns a true value if either
one (or both) of the arguments are true. The XOR operator
returns a true value if either of the arguments (but not both) are
true.

The NOT operator requires only one argument. This operator
returns a true value only when the argument is false. Illustration
3-1 demonstrates the results of the Boolean operators.

The Boolean operators are most commonly used in IF, THEN
statements. The following statements demonstrate the use of the
Boolean operators.

100 IF X >10 OR Y -i 10 THEN 250

200 IF A$ = "STOP" AND Z = 10 THEN 500
100 IF NOT Y = 8 AND X = 200 THEN 50
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Illustration 3-1. Boolean Operators.

X Y XORY

T T T

T F T

F T T

F F F

X Y XANDY

T T T

T F F

F T F

F F F

X Y XXORY

T T F

T F T

F T T

F F F

X NOTX

T F

F T
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Formatted Output

Extended BASIC allows data to be output according to a
predefined format. There are three statements that can be used
to generate formatted output: PRINT USING, DISPLAY USING
and IMAGE.

Formatted output requires a predefined pattern that is used to
output the data. The pattern that is used for the data is defined
with a format string. A format string is a set of characters that
describe the format of output data.

Aformat string can be used to specify the maximum number of
characters that can appear in an output value. Aformat string can
also beused to indicate theposition of thedecimal point within
the value. Furthermore, a format string can be used to specify
that a value should be output in scientific notation.

There are three characters that can be used in a format string.
These characters are the pound sign (#), caret (A )and decimal
point (.). Thepound sign is used to representa characterin the
value being output. The decimal point is used to specify the
location of the decimal point within the value. The carets in a
format string are used toindicate that avalue should beoutput in
scientific notation.

Someexamples of format strings are presented in Illustration 3-2.

Illustration 3-2. Format Strings

DATA

23.478

4

24.8785

FORMAT STRING

##.### AAAA

OUTPUT

23.48

4.000

2.488E + 01

Aformat string can beused tospecify theformat ofstring values
as well as numeric values.
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A format string can be used in one of two ways. An IMAGE
statement can include a format string, and each PRINTusing or
DISPLAY using statement that requires the specified format can
use the line number of the IMAGE statement. This concept is
demonstrated in the following example.

>100 INPUT X

>200 IMAGE ##.##

> 300 DISPLAY USING 200: X

> RUN

? 24.685-*—user's response
24.69

An alternate wayof usinga format string isto include the format
string in the PRINT or DISPLAY statement that requires the
specified format.

> 100 INPUT X

> 300 DISPLAY USING "##.##": X

> RUN

? 24.685-*—user's response
24.69

Aformat string can include characters other than the characters
(#)(A ) and (.). However, any of these characters appear in the
output exactly as they appear in the format string.

The following example includes a format string that contains
characters other than the special formatting characters.

200 PRINT USING "PART NUMBER #####": X

Typical output of the preceding example statement would
appear as follows

PART NUMBER 98563

Notice that numeric values are rounded off in order to be
displayed with the specified numberofdecimal places. If a value
is too largeto be displayed inthe specified format, asterisks will
be displayed instead of the specified value.
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> 10 DISPLAY USING "##.#": 250
>RUN

Since the value 250 cannotbedisplayed with twodigits to the left
of the decimal point, the preceeding example program outputs
four asterisks instead of the value 250.

The following example demonstrates the use offormatted string
output.

>10 INPUT A$
> 20 IMAGE PLEASE CONTACT ###########
> 30 PRINT USING 20: A$
> RUN

? JOE SMITH ♦— user's response

PLEASE CONTACT JOE SMITH

String values that are output according to a format string are
always left justified. However, numeric values are always right
justified. Numeric values that include a decimal point are
aligned according to the position of the decimal point.

Illustration 3-3 demonstrates left justified, right justified and
aligned output.

Illustration 3-3. Justification of Output

FORMAT ##### ##### ##.##

JUSTIFICATION left right aligned
OUTPUT BILL

BOB

RANDY

TOM

7

1238

48

541

7.00

33.85

8.40

77.85



86 TI-99/4A User's Handbook

BRANCHING STATEMENTS

Extended BASIC allows the use of several branching statements
that Tl BASIC does not allow. Extended BASIC also allows more
features of the IF, THEN, ELSE statement.

In Tl BASIC, an IF, THEN, ELSE statement can only be used with
specific line numbers. In extended BASIC, however, statements
can be used instead of line numbers.

For example, the following IF, THEN statement contains two
statements instead of two line numbers

400 IF X>»256 THEN T=0 ELSE T=-1

The preceding example uses the expression X>256 to control
the execution of the program. If the expression is true, the T=0
statement will be executed. If the expression is false, the T=-1
statement will be executed.

An IF, THEN, ELSE statement can also include multiple state
ments. In order for the statements to be executed as a single
statement, the individual statements must have a double colon
(::) between them.

For example, the following statement will assign values to the
variables J and Kif the control expression is true. Values will be
assigned to the variables L and M if the control expression is
false.

10 IF X^IOTHEN J=10::K=11 ELSE L=-4::M=-5

ON BREAK

An ON BREAKstatement is used to determine the action that will
be taken when a breakpoint is encountered in a program. A
breakpoint isan interruption in the execution of a program due
to a BREAK statement or the CLEAR command (FCTN 4).
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When the keyword NEXT is used in an ON BREAK statement, all
the breakpoints in a program will be ignored.

An ON BREAK statement that uses the keyword STOP corre
sponds to the default mode of the computer. When this mode is
in effect, the program execution will stop when a breakpoint is
encountered.

An ON BREAK statement can only have one of the following two
formats.

ON BREAK NEXT

ON BREAK STOP

ON ERROR

An ON ERROR statement is used to determine the action that
will be taken when an error occurs during the execution of a
program.

When a line number is included in an ON ERROR statement,
program control will branch to the specified line number when
an error occurs. The following example statement isa typical ON
ERROR statement.

200 ON ERROR 1000

A RETURN statement can be used to return the program control
to the statement that caused the error.

A RETURN NEXT statement can be used to branch program
control to the statement that follows the statement that caused
the error.

Ifa RETURN statement includesa linenumber, program control
will be branched to the specified line number.

Thefollowing four techniques can be used to brancha program
when an error occurs.
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1. Branch the program to a specified line number
when an error occurs.

2. Branch the program to a specified line number
when an error occurs. Proceed by executing one
or more program statements and use a RETURN
statement to branch program control back to the
statement that caused the error.

3. Branch the program to a specified line number
when an error occurs. Proceed by executing one
or more program statements and use a RETURN
statement (with a line number) to branch
program control to the specified line number.

4. Branch the program to a specified line number
when an error occurs. Proceed by executing one
or more program statements. Then, use a
RETURN NEXT statement to branch program
control to the statement that follows the
statement that caused the error.

An ON ERROR statement can also include the keyword STOP.
Thisstatement causes the execution of a program to stop when
an error occurs. Since thisstatement corresponds to the default
mode of the computer, an ON ERROR STOP statement is
generally used only to counteract a preceeding ON ERROR
statement.

ON WARNING

An ON WARNING statement determines the action that will be
taken when a warning condition develops. An ON WARNING
statement can includeanyone of the following three keywords.

STOP PRINT NEXT

An ON WARNING STOP statement causes the execution of the
program to stop when a warning condition occurs.
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An ON WARNING PRINT statement causes an appropriate
warning message to be displayed when a warning condition
occurs. This statement corresponds to the default mode of the
computer.

An ON WARNING NEXT statement causes the warning con
ditions to be ignored by the computer. Warning messages are
not diplayed when an ON WARNING NEXT statement is in
effect.

SUBPROGRAMS

Extended BASIC allows the use of subprograms. Subprograms
are similar to subroutines, but subprograms are accessed with
CALL statements. As a result, it is not necessary to branch
program control to a subprogram.

Subprograms are similar to functions, but subprograms are not
restricted to accepting only one input value. Furthermore,
subprograms can be used to compute valuesfor any number of
variables. Subprograms can also be used to call other sub
programs.

There are many pre-defined subprograms that can be used in
Extended BASIC. Each of these subprograms are described in
detail in chapter 5. The CALL statement is used to access each of
these subprograms.

The subprograms that have been pre-defined are commonly
used for generating sound and graphics.

SUB

The SUB statement allowssubprograms to be written with BASIC
statements. A SUB statement must include the subprogram
name aswell asa list of variables thatare used in the subprogram.

The list of variables that are included in a SUB statement are used
throughout the subroutine. However, these variables are con
sidered separate from the variables in the main program. The
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variables that are assigned values in the subprogram do not
necessarily represent the same values in the main program. For
example,the variable Xmay be assigned the value 10inthe main
program. Later, the varibale Xmay be assigned the value 20 in a
subprogram. As a result, the variable Xwill be assigned two
different values at the same time.

Since thissituation ispotentiallyveryconfusing,do not duplicate
the main program variables in a subprogram.

The following example demonstrates the use of a subprogram.

>10 A=27

>20 B=34

Ma|n / > 30 C=54
Program ] > 40 CALL ADD (A,B,C)

>50 END

/>I00 SUB ADD (X,Y,Z)

Sub I >11° SUM=X+Y+ z
Program < >V20 PRINT SUM

5 1 >130 SUBEND
>RUN

115

Subroutines must be defined at the end of the main program. If
the program contains more than one subprogram, the sub
programs must be defined one after the other at the end of the
main program. Be sure to include all of the main program
statements (including DATA statements) before the subprogram
definitions.

The example program contains a subprogram called ADD. The
statements from line number 100 to 130 are used to define the
subprogram. Note that the subprogram definition begins with a
SUB statement and ends with a SUBEND statement.

The variables A, B, and C are used in the main program. The
variables X, Y,Z and SUM are used only within the subprogram.
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Values are assigned to the variables A, B and C in the main
program. The CALL statement at line number 40 is used to access
the subprogram ADD. The values of the variables A, Band C are
passed to the subprogram variables X, Yand Z. The calculations
in the subprogram are performed with the values of the variables
A, Band C used in place of the variables X, Yand Z.

When theexample program is executed ,thevalue 115 is output.
Thisvalve is the sum of the values of the variables A, Band C.

FUNCTIONS

Extended BASIC allows the use of 5 functions that cannot be
used in Tl BASIC. The additional functions aredescribed briefly
in Table 3-1.

Table 3-1. Extended BASIC Functions

MAX (a,b)

MIN (a,b)

PI

REC (a)

RPT$ (A$,a)

Returns the greater of the two
arguments.

Returns the lesser of the two
arguments.

Returns the value 3.141592654.

Returns the current record number
of a relative file.

Returns a specified number of
repetitions of the specified string
value.

MANIPULATING PROGRAMS

The RUN command can be used in Extended BASIC to load and
execute a program. With a disk drive, the RUN command can be
used to load and execute any program that is stored on a
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diskette. With a program recorder, the RUN command can be
used to load and execute a program that was previously stored
on a cassette tape.

The RUN command can have either of the following two
configurations.

RUN "device"
RUN "device. Program name"

Program namesare onlyusedwith programs that are stored on a
diskette.

Extended BASIC also allows a RUN statement to be used in a
program. This featureallows the program that is currently being
executed to load and execute another program.

Consider the following two programs that have been saved in
diskette program files.

PROGRAM1

10 FOR J=1 TO 100
20 PRINT J

30 NEXT J
40 RUN"DSK1.PROGRAM2"

PROGRAM2

10 FOR j=100 TO 1 STEP -1
20 PRINT J
30 NEXT J
40 END

Line number 40 in PROGRAM1 is a RUN statement that causes
PROGRAM2 to be loaded and executed. As a result, the
following statement can be used to load and execute
PROGRAM1, which in turn loads and executes PROGRAM2.

RUN "DSK1. PROGRAM1"
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Thefirst programcausesthe numbers from1to 100 to be o'utput.
When the first program is completed, the computer will pause
brieflywhile the second programisloaded. Thesecond program
causes the numbers from 1 to 100 to be output in descending
order.

A RUN statement can be used to execute programs that are
stored on cassette tape. However, a program recorder is not as
convenient to use as a disk drive.





CHAPTER 4
Tl SOUND & GRAPHICS

This chapter provides an overview of the various sound and
graphics capabilities of the TI-99/4A computer when used with
Standard BASIC and Extended BASIC.

Tl SOUND

The TI-99/4A has the capability to generate a wide variety of
sounds. Sounds are transmitted directly through the speaker in
the television set or monitor.

All sound capabilities can be controlled witha singlestatement.
The CALL SOUND statement is used to activate the sound
generators built into the computer.

Generating Sound

The CALL SOUND statement is used to output sound via the
television set or monitor. CALL SOUND is used with the
following configuration.

CALL SOUND (delay, frequency 1, volume 1,[... frequency 4, volume 4})

The arguments of the CALL SOUND statement determine the
type, volume, and duration of the sound or sounds to be
generated. A maximum of three tones and one noise can be
generated simultaneously in one CALL SOUND statement.

The first argument of the CALL SOUND statement is the delay.
The delay determines the duration of the specified sound or
sounds. Only one delay may be specified in a CALL SOUND
statement.

The delay is measured in milliseconds and can range anywhere
from 1 to 4250 milliseconds. A sound will continue to be
generated until the specified duration has been completed.



96 TI-99/4A User's Handbook

If a CALL SOUND statement is encountered while a previous
CALL SOUND statement is being executed, program execution
will pause until the first CALL SOUND statement hasbeen com
pleted. For example, the following program will complete
execution of the first CALL SOUND statement before continuing
with the second.

100 CALL SOUND (3000,110,0)
200 CALL SOUND (3000,400,0)

If a negativesign is inserted infrontof the first parameter (delay)
the specified tone will be generated immediately. For example,
the following program issimilar to the previous program except
for the minus sign that was inserted before the first parameter in
the second CALL SOUND statement. When this program is
executed, the first CALL SOUND statement will be interrupted
by the second CALL SOUND statement.

100 CALL SOUND (3000,110,0)
200 CALL SOUND (-3000, 400,0)

The second parameter of the CALL SOUND statement is the
frequency. The frequency specifies the tone or noise to be
generated. The frequency can range anywhere from 110to 44733
or from -8 to -1. The values 110through 44733 specify musical
notes. The value 110 specifies the lowest possible note that the
computer can generate while 44773 specifies the highest.

The computer can generate eight different noises. Each noise is
represented bya number from-8 to -1. The best wayto become
familiar with these noises is to listen to each one separately.

The third parameter of the CALL SOUND statement specifiesthe
volume at which each note is to be generated. The specified
volume must be an integer from 0to 30.Avolumeof 0 causes the
specifiedsound to be generated asloud aspossible. Avolume of
30 causes the specified sound to be generated as quietly as
possible.
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Generating Chords

The CALL SOUND statement can be used to generate two or
three notes simultaneously. Thefollowing configuration isused
to generate more than one note.

CALL SOUND (delay, frequency 1,volume 1.frequency2, volume2,frequency3, volume3)

Only one delay parameter may be used in a CALL SOUND
statement. Therefore, all the specified notes will be generated
for the same lengthof time. Up to three notescan be generated
simultaneously, but each note requires both a frequency and a
volume. The followingexample CALL SOUNDstatement demon
strates this principle.

CALL SOUND (4000,196,0, 262,0, 330,0)

One noise can also be generated along with one, two, or three
notes. The following example is similar to the previous one,
except that a noise was added.

CALL SOUND (4000,196,0, 262,0, 330,0, -7, 0)

Atotal of four different sounds can be generated withone CALL
SOUND statement. However, the following restrictions apply:

1) Not more than three notes may appear in one CALL
SOUND statement.

2) Not more than one noise may appear in one CALL
SOUND statement.

3) Each specified sound must be followed by a
volume.

4) All sounds specified in a single CALL SOUND
statement are generated for the same amount of
time as specified by the first parameter.

Using The CALL SOUND Statement

The CALL SOUND statement can be used in either the command
mode or in the program mode.
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When the CALL SOUND statement is used in the command
mode, the cursor will return almost immediately after pressing
ENTER. Thespecified sound will continue to be generated until
the specified duration has been completed.

Operation of the computer does not pausewhilesound isbeing
generated.As a result, commands may beentered while asound
is being generated.

The CALL SOUND statement works in a similar manner in the
program mode. Execution of a program will not stop while
sound is being generated. The following program shows that
even while a sound is being generated, the computer will
continue executing the program.

100 CALL SOUND (4250,500,0)
200 PRINT "EXECUTION IS COMPLETE"

If more than one CALL SOUND statement is used within a
program, a subsequent CALL SOUND statement will not be
executed until the current CALL SOUND statement has been
completed. However, if a negative sign is inserted before the
delay parameter in a CALL SOUND statement, the specified
sound will be generated immediately.

The following program shows the effects of using a delay
parameter with and without a negative sign.

100 CALLSOUND (4000,300,0)
200 PRINT "PHASE #1"
300 CALL SOUND (4000,600,0)
400 PRINT "PHASE #2"
500 CALL SOUND (-4000, 900,0)
600 PRINT "PHASE #3"

Using Variables In CALL SOUND Statements

The parameters of the CALL SOUND statement can include
numeric variables, numeric expressions, and numeric functions.
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The following program includes a CALL SOUNDstatement that
uses numericvariables and expressions as its parameters.

100 FOR T=1 TO 10

200 CALL SOUND (1000,110 + (10*T), T)
300 NEXTT

Functions that return numeric values can also be used as
parameters within a CALL SOUND statement. The following
program will generate ten random notes.

100 FOR T=1 TO 10

200 CALL SOUND (1000 RND*891 +110, 0)
300 NEXTT

Tl GRAPHICS

In this section, as well as the remainder of this chapter, we will
explain the various graphic capabilities ofthe TI-99/4A computer
when used with Standard and Extended BASIC.

Standard Character Set

The TI-99/4A has a predefined character set. This character set
consists of uppercase and lowercase letters. Also, any special
characters such as +, -, =, ., ;, etc., are also predefined. All
predefined characters have a corresponding number known as
the ASCII code of that character. A table of the predefined
characters and their ASCII codes are listed in Appendix C.

Redefining A Character

Characters thatare predefined can be temporarily redefined as
another character. A CALL CHAR statement can be used to
redefine any or all of the characters in the character set.

ACALL CHAR statement has the following configuration.

CALL CHAR (ASCII code, "string expression")
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The first parameter is an integer from 32 through 159* that
indicates the ASCII code of the character to be redefined. The
second parameter specifies the new character. The stringexpres
sion is the hexadecimal representation of the new character.

The Hexadecimal Conversion

Hexadecimal notation is a compressed method of describing
binary numbers. Combinations of four binary digits can be
described using a single hexadecimal character.

Table 4-1 illustrates the conversion from binary to hexadecimal
notation. Every combination of four binary digits can be ex
pressed with a single hexadecimal character.

Table 4-1. Binary to Hexadecimal Conversion

BINARY HEX

0000 0

0001 1

0010 2

0011 3

0100 4

0101 5

0110 6

0111 7

BINARY HEX

1000 8

1001 9

1010 A

1011 B

1100 C

1101 D

1110 E

1111 F

The Size of One Character

One character is made up of 64 picture elements (or pixels),
which are arranged in an 8x8 matrix. The character is created by
illuminating only certain pixels, thus causing a shape to appear.

•Although the CALL CHAR statement can be used in both
Standard BASIC and Extended BASIC, only characters 32through
143 can be redefined in Extended BASIC.
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Illustration 4-1 shows anenlargedview ofthe 64 pixels that make
up one character. This illustration also shows how a character
can be created by illuminating onlycertain pixels.

Illustration 4-1. Illuminating Pixels

USING HEXADECIMAL NOTATION TO DESCRIBE A
CHARACTER

Each character consists of an 8 x8 matrix of pixels that can be
described interms ofbinary digits. Every illuminated pixel canbe
described bythe binary digit 1.Every non-illuminated pixel can
be described by the binary digit 0.Therefore, the description of
each character requires 64binary digits.

Illustration 4-2 depicts a typical character and its binary
representation.

Illustration 4-2. Binary Representationof a Character

00000000

0 111110 0

01000000

0 10 0 0 0 0 0

0 11110 0 0

0 10 0 0 0 0 0

0 10 0 0 0 0 0

0 111110 0
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Since each group of 4 binary digits is equivalent to a single
hexadecimal character, the 64digit binary code can be replaced
by a 16 digit hexadecimal code. Illustration 4-3 contains a
complete example of the procedure used to determine the
hexadecimal representation of a character.

Illustration 4-3. Character Definition and Conversion

hexadecimal

1__1___i__r_r_^__i_i binary representation representation
| | | I I I I I -0 0000000

ZjplB|BlBtZ_ 0 111110 0
^^T 0 10 0 0 0 0 0
^W~ 0 10 0 0 0 0 0
ZZ^BBBtl 01111000
^•_ 0 10 0 0 0 0 0
^^T 0 10 0 0 0 0 0

0 0

7 C

4 0

4 0

7 8

4 0

4 0

7.C

Using the CALL CHAR Statement

As stated earlier, the CALL CHAR statement can be used to
create new characters. The configuration of the CALL CHAR
statement is as follows:

CALL CHAR (ASCII code, "hexadecimal representation")

The first parameter is the ASCII code of the character to be
redefined. The second parameter isthe hexadecimal representa
tion of the new character. When the CALL CHAR statement is

executed, the new character will be assigned to the specified
ASCII code.

Illustration 4-4 shows how the CALL CHAR statement can be
used to create a new character. First, the new character must be
drawn in an 8 x8 matrix. Next, the hexadecimal representation of
the character must be determined. Finally, the hexadecimal
code, along with the ASCII code of the character to be replaced
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must be used in a CALL CHAR statement. Whenever the
specified ASCII code isused ina PRINT, DISPLAY, CALL VCHAR
or CALL HCHAR statement, the newcharacter will appear.

Illustration 4-4.Creating A Character
binary hexadecimal

0 0 0 0 10 0 0

0 0 0 10 0 0 0

0 0 1110 0 0

0 0 1110 0 0

0 111110 0

0 111110 0

0 111110 0

0 0 1110 0 0

0 8

1 0

3 8

3 8

7 C

7 C

7 C

3 8

100 CALL CHAR (130, "081038387C7C7C38")
200 FOR T = 1 TO 28

300 PRINT CHR$(130);
400 NEXTT

When the program in Illustration 4-4 is executed, a row of pears
will be displayed on the screen.

Program and Immediate Modes

The characters with ASCII codes from 132 to 159* can be
redefined at any time. These characters will retain their new
definition until the computer is turned off or BASIC is exited.
The characters with ASCII codes from 32 to 131** can also be
redefined atany time. However, the new definition will only be
retained as long as a program is being executed.

* 127 to 143 in Extended BASIC
** 30 to 126 in Extended BASIC
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Using Variables In The CALL CHAR Statement

Both parameters of the CALL CHAR statement may be variables
that had been predefined. The variable used for the ASCII code
must be a numeric variable. The variable used for the hexa
decimal code, however, must be a string variable.

The following statement is a typical example of the syntax of a
CALL CHAR statement.

CALL CHAR (A, C$)

Functions that return the proper valuesmayalso be used within a
CALL CHAR statement. The ASC function, for example, may be
used in place of the first parameter.

Placing A Character On The Screen

The screen is divided into two areas, the display area and the
border. Characters cannot be placed in the border area.

Illustration 4-5. Screen Display

r
^BORDER

DISPLAY

AREA

V ^
* BORDER

The display area is divided into 24 rows with 32 columns each.
Therefore, the display area isdivided into 768separate locations.
One character can be placed in each of these. Illustration 4-6
shows the division of the display area.
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Illustration 4-6. Display Area
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Several statements can be used to place a character on the
display area. The PRINT and DISPLAY statements can be used
along with the CHR$function to place a character at the bottom,
leftcorner of the screen (column3, row23). Thefollowing PRINT
statement uses the CHR$ function to display a character.

PRINT CHR$(65)

The PRINT and DISPLAY statements are limited in that they can
place a character in only one position (column 3, row 23).
However, CALL HCHAR and CALL VCHAR statements can be
used to place a character in any specified position.

The CALL HCHAR and CALL VCHAR statements can be used to
place a character at a specified position on the screen. Both
statements can also be used to repeat the specified character a
specified number of times. The CALL HCHAR statement can be
used to repeat a character horizontally and the CALL VCHAR
statement can be used to repeat a character vertically.
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All of the aforementioned methods for displaying a character
use the ASCII code of the character. For example, the statement
PRINT CHR$(65) would displaythe character that corresponds to
the ASCII code 65. The same format applies to the DISPLAY
statement.

The CALL HCHAR and CALL VCHAR statements are more

versatile than PRINT and DISPLAY. Both the CALL HCHAR and
CALL VCHARstatements have up to four parameters. These four
parameters specify the character to be displayed, the position in
which the character isto be placed, and the number of times the
specified character is to be repeated.

The configurations of the CALL HCHAR and CALL VCHAR
statements are as follows:

CALL HCHAR Crow, column, ASCII code, [repeat])
CALL VCHAR (row, column, ASCII code, [repeat])

The parameters of the two statements are identical. The first two
parameters specify the position at which the character is to be
placed (see Illustration 4-6). The third parameter specifies the
ASCII code of the character to be displayed. The fourth
parameter specifies the number of times the character is to be
repeated.

The CALL HCHAR and CALL VCHAR statements differ only
when the optional fourth parameter is used. The CALL HCHAR
statement will repeat the character horizontally. The CALL
VCHAR statement will repeat the character vertically.

The CALL HCHAR and CALL VCHAR statements can use

numeric variables, functions, and expressions as their argu
ments. The following program shows a CALL HCHARstatement
that uses variables, functions, and expressions. The program
results in a pyramid of x's being formed.

100 CALL CLEAR

200 FOR A = 1 TO 16

300 CALL HCHAR (24-A, A, ASC ("x"), 32-2*A)
400 NEXT A
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Moving a Character

There is no single statement in Standard BASIC that allows a
character to move along the screen. However, by continually
erasing a character and placing it in a new position, a character
will appear to move. The following program illustrates this
method.

100 CALL CLEAR

200 FORT = 1T0 32

300 CALL HCHAR (10, T, ASC ("O"))
400 CALL CLEAR

500 NEXTT

600 GOTO 200

The preceding program will place a character in a screen
position. The screen will then be cleared and the character will
be placed in the next column of the same row. This procedure
will continue until the character reaches column 32. At this
point, program control branches back to the beginning.

Coloring a Character

Characters cannot be colored individually. Instead, groups of
several characters are colored at the same time. To color a
character, the entire group that contains that specific character
must be colored as well.

Each group is assigned a group number. There are 16 different
groups in Standard BASIC and 15 different groups of Extended
BASIC. Table4-2 lists the groups and their corresponding group
numbers in Standard BASIC. Table4-3 lists the groups and their
corresponding group numbers in Extended BASIC. When speci
fying a group of characters, the group number must be used.
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Table 4-2. Color Groups Standard BASIC

group ASCII codes

number

1 32-39

2 40-47

3 48-55

4 56-63

5 64-71

6 72-79

7 80-87

8 88-95

group ASCII codes

number

9 96-103

10 104-111

11 112-119

12 120-127

13 128-135

14 136-143

15 144-151

16 152-159

Table 4-3. Color Groups Extended BASIC

group ASCII codes

number

8 88-95

9 96-103

10 104-111

11 112-119

12 120-127

13 128-135

14 136-143

group ASCII codes

number

0 30-31

1 32-39

2 40-47

3 48-55

4 56-63

5 64-71

6 72-79

7 80-87

The CALL COLOR Statement

The CALL COLOR statement is used to color a group of
characters. The configuration of the CALL COLOR statement is
as follows:

CALL COLOR (group number, charactercolor, screen color)

Thefirst parameterof the CALL COLORstatement specifies the
group of characters to be colored (see Tables 4-2 and 4-3). The
second parameter specifies the color of the character. The third
parameter specifies the color of the screen directly behind the
character.
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The second and third parameters of the CALL COLOR statement
must be integers between 1 and 16 inclusive. Each one of these
numbers represents a particular color. Table 4-4 lists the 16
possible colors along with their corresponding number.

The following statement is a typical CALL COLOR statement.

CALL COLOR (6, 5, 4)

This CALL COLOR statement will color all the characters in

group 6. The colors of the characters will be dark blue (code 5)
and the color of the screen behind those characters will be light
green (code 4).

Table 4-4. Color Codes

COLOR COLOR

CODE

1

2

Transparent
Black

3 Medium Green

4

5

Light Green
Dark Blue

6

7

Light Blue
Dark Red

8 Cyan

COLOR COLOR

CODE

9 Medium Red

10 Light Red
11 Dark Yellow

12 Light Yellow
13 Dark Green

14 Magenta
15 Gray
16 White

The parameters of the CALL COLOR statement may be numeric
variables, numeric functions, or numeric expressions. The only
restriction is that the values must be in the allowed range.

Screen Color

The color of the entire screen can be changed by one statement.
The CALL SCREEN statement can be used to change the color of
the screen to any specified color.
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The CALL SCREEN statement has only one parameter. This
parameter is the number (1-16) that corresponds to the desired
color. A table of colors and their corresponding codes can be
found on the preceding page.

The CALL SCREEN statement can be used in both the command
mode and program mode. However, when used in the command
mode, the screen will only change colors briefly. When used in
the program mode, the screen will remain the specified color
until a new CALL SCREEN statement is executed, or until the
program ends.

The parameter of the CALL SCREEN statement can be a numeric
variable, function or numeric expression.

A typical CALL SCREEN statement is shown below.

CALL SCREEN (7)

The previous statement will change the color of the screen to
dark red.

Clearing The Screen

The entire screen can be cleared with the CALL CLEAR state

ment. The CALL CLEAR statement can be used either in a

program or in the command mode.

Locating A Character

The CALL GCHAR statement can be used to determine the
character that is located at a specified position. The CALL
GCHAR statement requires three parameters. The first two
parameters are the coordinates of the screen position. The third
parameter isa numeric variable. The ASCI Icode of the character
located at the specified position willbe assigned to the specified
variable.

CALL GCHAR (4,7, X)
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The previous statement will assign the ASCII code of the
character located in row 4 of column 7 to the variable X.

EXTENDED BASIC GRAPHICS FEATURES

All the capabilities that have been discussed thus far are
common to both Standard BASIC and Extended BASIC. The

remainder of this chapter willdeal with capabilities found only in
Extended BASIC.

SPRITES

The major advantage of Extended BASIC over Standard BASIC is
the ability to create sprites. Sprites are graphic characters that
can be made to move smoothly across the screen. Sprites can be
enlarged up to 16 times the normal size of a character, Also, the
position, the appearance, the speed, and many other features of
a sprite can be altered with individual statements.

Rules of Sprites

The following are a set of rules that pertain to sprites. The
following rules hold when using sprites in any situation.

1) A total of 28 sprites may appear on the screen at any one
time. Asa result, each sprite must be identified by a number from
1 to 28.

2) No more than four sprites may appear in one row. If
more than four sprites are positioned in a single row, only the
four sprites with the lowest sprite numbers will be visible.

3) Sprites will cease to exist when the execution of the
program is complete or when an error occurs.

4) Once a sprite is set into motion, it will continue in that
direction until a statement changes its movement or the program
ends.
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6) If two or more sprites are located in the same position,
the sprite with the lowest sprite number will cover the other
sprites. Sprites are always visible when they pass over fixed
characters on the display.

Creating A Sprite

A sprite can be created in a single statement. The CALL SPRITE
statement is used to create a sprite. The configuration of the
CALL SPRITE statement is as follows:

CALL SPRITE (tisprite number, ASCII-code, color, row-pixel,
column-pixel [, row-velocity, column-velocity] [,...])

The first parameter of the CALL SPRITE statement is the sprite
number. The sprite number must be an integer from 1 to 28.The
sprite number becomes the identifying symbol of the sprite.
Each sprite must have its own sprite number. If two sprites are
given the same sprite number, only the second sprite will
continue to exist.

The second parameter of the CALL SPRITE statement isthe ASCI I
code of the character that isto become the sprite. The sprite will
take on the appearance of the character with the corresponding
ASCII code.

The third parameter of the CALL SPRITE statement is the color
code. The color code specifies the color of the sprite.

The fourth and fifth parameters of the CALL SPRITE statement
determine the starting position of the sprite. The fourth
parameter is the starting row and the fifth parameter is the
starting column. There are 192 visible rows on the screen. As a
result, the starting row value can range from 1 to 192.Since there
are 256 visible columns on the screen, the column value can
range from 1 to 256.

The sixth and seventh parameters of the CALL SPRITE statement
determine the speed and direction in which the sprite moves.
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The sixth parameter determines the vertical velocity while the
seventh parameter determines the horizontal velocity.

The sixth parameter (verticalvelocity)can range from -128 to 127.
The larger the absolute value of the velocity, the faster the sprite
will travel. Ifa negative velocity isspecified, the sprite will move
toward the top of the screen. Ifa positivevelocity isspecified, the
Sprite will move toward the bottom of the screen.

The seventh parameter (horizontal velocity) can range from -128
to 127.The larger the absolute value of the velocity, the faster the
sprite will travel. If a negative velocity isspecified, the sprite will
move from right to left. If a positive velocity is specified, the
sprite will move from left to right.

A typical CALL SPRITE statement would appear as follows.

CALL SPRITE (#1, 78,7, 33, 75, 50, -19)

Numeric variables, functions and expressions may be used as
parameters in a CALL SPRITE statement. The following example
demonstrates this principle.

CALL SPRITE (#X, ASC(A),X A 2,3 + Y,10+X,50,30)

Velocity of A Sprite

The velocity of a sprite can be controlled by two different
statements, the CALL SPRITE statement and the CALL MOTION
statement. The CALL SPRITE statement is used only when
creating a sprite. The CALL SPRITE statement establishes the
initial velocity of the sprite.

The CALL MOTION statement can be used to change the velocity
of a sprite that already exists.

A typical CALL MOTION statement would appear as follows.

CALL MOTION (#7,40, 70)
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The previous CALL MOTION statement would change the
velocity of sprite number seven to a vertical velocity of 40 and a
horizontal velocity of 70.

Numeric variables, functions and expressions may also be used
as parameters of the CALL MOTIONstatement, asdemonstrated
in the following example statement.

CALL MOTION (#7, A, A + 30)

Position of A Sprite

Three different statements can be used to control and monitor

the position of a sprite. These three statements are the CALL
SPRITEstatement, the CALL POSITION statement, and the CALL
LOCATE statement.

The CALL SPRITE statement can only be used when creating a
new sprite. The initial position of a sprite isspecified in the CALL
SPRITE statement.

The CALL POSITION statement can be used to determine the

position of a sprite. A typical CALL POSITION statement is as
follows.

CALL POSITION (#14, X, Y)

The previous CALL POSITION statement would assign the row
position of sprite number 14 to the variable X, and the column
position to the variable Y.

The CALL LOCATE statement can be used to change the position
of a sprite. A typical CALL LOCATE statement would appear as
follows.

CALL LOCATE (#14, 70, 80)

The previous CALL LOCATE statement would change the
position of sprite number 14 to row 70 and column 80.
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Numeric variables, functions and expressions may be used as
parameters in both of the preceding statements.

Color of A Sprite

Two different statements can be used to set the color of a sprite.
The CALL SPRITE statement and the CALL COLOR statement can
both be used to set the color of a sprite. The CALL SPRITE
statement can only be used to set the initial color of a sprite.

The color of a sprite can be changed at any time with a CALL
COLOR statement. A typical CALL COLOR statement is as
follows.

CALL COLOR (#5, 9)

The previous CALL COLORstatement would change the color of
sprite number 5 to red (color code 9).

Numeric variables, functions and expressions may be used as
parameters in the CALL COLOR statement.

Causing A Sprite to Disappear

The CALL DELSPRITE statement may be used to cause a specified
sprite to disappear. Once a sprite has been deleted using the
CALL DELSPRITE statement, the sprite no longer exists.

The following statement isa typicalexample of a CALL DELSPRITE
statement.

200 CALL DELSPRITE (#7)

The preceding statement would delete sprite number 7.

Numeric variables, functions and expressions may also be used
in the CALL DELSPRITE statement. For example, the statement
CALL DELSPRITE (#C) is perfectly acceptable as long as the
variable C has a value that corresponds to an existing sprite.
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The keyword ALL may be used as a parameter in a CALL
DELSPRITE statement. In this case, allexistingsprites are deleted.

The following statement will cause all sprites that had been
defined, to be deleted.

CALL DELSPRITE(ALL)

Extended BASIC Demonstration Program (1)

The following program incorporates several of the Extended
BASIC statements already covered.

100 CALL CLEAR

110 CALL HCHAR (12,14, 43)
120 CALL HCHAR (12,18, 61)
130 FORT = 1T0 2

140 A(T) = INT(RND*5 + 48)
150 CALL SPRITE (#T, A(T), 5,1,56 + 32*T, 7,0)
160 CALL POSITION (#T, X, Y)
170 IF X > 88 THEN CALL MOTION (#T, 0, 0) ELSE 160
180 NEXTT

190 ANS = VAL (CHR$ (A(1))) + VAL (CHR$(A(2)))
200 FOR T = 1 TO 300 :: NEXT T

210 CALL SPRITE (#6, ASC(STR$(ANS)), 5, 89,155)
220 FOR T =1 TO 700 :: NEXT T

230 CALL DELSPRITE(ALL)
240 GOTO 130

The preceding example program consists of a graphics display
that performs a series of simple addition problems. Lines110and
120 cause the addition and equal signs to appear on the display.
Line 130 initiates a FOR/NEXT loop that is repeated twice. Each
time the loop is repeated a random number from 0 through 4 is
generated at line 140. At line 150, a sprite is defined with the
shape of the number. Each sprite is set into motion at the top of
the screen and moves slowly toward the bottom.
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The statements at line 160 and 170 monitor the position of the
sprite, and stop its motion when it reaches the level of the
addition symbol. When the sprites are located on both sides of
the addition sign, a third sprite isgenerated at line 210.The value
of the third sprite is the sum of the values of the first two sprites.
As a result, typical output of the sample program would appear
as follows.

2 + 3 = 5

The sample program will automatically be repeated until the
CLEAR command (FCTN 4) is executed.

Animation with Sprites

An animation effect can be achieved by using the CALL PATTERN
statement to repeatedly change the appearance of a sprite.

The following example program demonstrates how an animation
effect can be achieved. The program defines a pair of characters
that differ slightly. As the program proceeds, the sprite has the
appearance of a face with changing expressions.

100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL MAGNIFY(2)
110 CALL CHAR (65, "7E81A58181BD817E")
120 CALL CHAR (66, "7E818181A599817E")
130 CALL SPRITE (#1, 65, 5, 99,1, 0, 9)
140 CALL PATTERN (#1,65)
150 FOR A = 1 TO 300 :: NEXT A

160 CALL PATTERN (#1,66)
170 FOR A = 1 TO 30 :: NEXT A

180 GOTO 140

The CALL PATTERN statement can be used to change the
appearance of a specified sprite. The CALL PATTERN statements
in the preceding program repeatedly changes the appearance of
sprite #1 from one shape to another.
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The first parameter of the CALL PATTERN statement is the sprite
number of the sprite to be changed. Thesecond parameter isthe
ASCII code of the character that should become the sprite.

Determining the Distance Between Two Sprites

The CALL DISTANCE statement can be used for two different
tasks. It can be used to determine the distance between two
specifiedsprites,or the distancebetween aspriteand a specified
location on the screen.

The format of a CALL DISTANCE statement is as follows.

CALL DISTANCE(#Spr/te j row_p/^o/umn_p/xe,s | '™me"c va"ab/e>
The value returned in the numeric variable is the square of the
distance between the specified sprites or the sprite and the
specified position.

The following two examples are typical CALL DISTANCE
statements. The first statement determines the distance between
two sprites. The second statement determines the distance
between a sprite and a location on the screen.

CALL DISTANCE (#1, #2, X)
CALL DISTANCE (#1,77,39, X)

Numeric variables, functions and numeric expressions may be
used as parameters in a CALL DISTANCE statement.

Enlarging Sprites

Sprites can be enlarged up to 16 times their original size. The
normal size of a sprite is one character (8 pixels x 8 pixels). The
largest size a sprite can assume is 16 characters (32 pixels x 32
pixels). This increase in size can be accomplished by a CALL
MAGNIFY statement.

The CALL MAGNIFY statement has only one parameter. This
parameter determines the size of all the sprites in use.
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The parameter used in the CALL MAGNIFY statement must be an
integer from 1 to 4. Illustration 4-7 shows the effects of the four
possible parameters.

Illustration 4-7. MAGNIFICATION PARAMETERS

1. Normal size (1 character) 8

2. 4 times normal size (1 character)

•

3. 4 times normal size (4 charcters)

4. 16 times normal size (4 characters) 32

16

16

16

16

32

The parameters 2 and 3 seem to have the same effect. However,
this is not the case. When a parameter of 1 or 2 is used, only one
character is used to define the sprite. When a parameter of 3 or 4
isused, four characters are used to define the sprite. For example,
using the ASCII code 92 when creating a sprite, and using a
magnification parameter of 3 would cause the sprite to consist of
characters 92, 93, 94, and 95.

The characters are grouped in sets of four. When a magnification
parameter of 3 or 4 is used, all four characters in the set that
contains the specified character are used. Table4-5 contains a list
of the characters that belong to each set. The way in which
characters are grouped cannot be changed.



120 TI-99/4A User's Handbook

Table 4-5. CHARACTER GROUPS

SET# 1 32 33 34 35

SET# 2 36 37 38 39

SET# 3 40 41 42 43

SET# 4 44 45 46 47

SET# 5 48 49 50 51

SET# 6 52 53 54 55

SET# 7 56 57 58 59

SET# 8 60 61 62 63

SET# 9 64 65 66 67

SET#10 68 69 70 71

SET#11 72 73 74 75

SET#12 76 77 78 79

SET#13 80 81 82 83

SET#14 84 85 86 87

SET#15 88 89 90 91

SET#16 92 93 94 95

SET#17 96 97 98 99

SET#18 100 101 102 103

SET#19 104 105 106 107

SET#20 108 109 110 111

SET#21 112 113 114 115

SET#22 116 117 118 119

SET#23 120 121 122 123

SET#24 124 125 126 127

SET#25 128 129 130 131

SET#26 132 133 134 135

SET#27 136 137 138 139

SET#28 140 141 142 143

The following example demonstrates the effect of using a
magnification parameter of 4. Even though character number 78
is used to define the sprite, the sprite actually consists of
characters 76,77,78, and 79.

100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL MAGNIFY(4)
110 CALLSPRITE(#1,78,5,99,125)
120 GOTO 120
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Contact Between Sprites
A CALLCOINC statement can be used to determine whether or
not two sprites have come into contact. The statement can also
be used to determineifasprite is located ataspecified position.
A typical CALL COINC statement is as follows.

CALLCOINC(#1,#2,10, A)

Thefirst twoparameters arespritenumbers. Thethirdparameter
specifies a number of pixels. If the two sprites specified come
withinthe specifiednumber of pixels ofeach other, a valueof-1
is assigned to the numeric variable. Otherwise, the variable is
assigned the value 0.

A CALL COINC statement may also specify a sprite and a
position. In this case, if the sprite is located at the specified
position, the variable will beassigned thevalue -1.The following
isa typical CALL COINC statement that specifies a sprite and a
position.

CALL COINC (#1,70, 50,10, A)

The previous statement will report any contact between sprite
number1 and the position 70, 50 (row 70, column 50).

The keyword ALL can also be used asa parameterof the CALL
COINC statement. Inthis case, contactbetweenanytwosprites
will return a value of -1. The following statement is a CALL
COINC statement that uses the ALL parameter.

CALL COINC (ALL, A)
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Extended BASIC Demonstration Program (2)

The following program incorporates several of the Extended
BASIC statement including CALL COINC and CALL MAGNIFY.

100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL MAGNIFY (2)
110 CALL CHAR (65, "10387CFEFE828282")
120 CALL CHAR (66, "0000003C24FFDB24")
130 CALLSPRITE(#1,65,5,99,50)
140 CALL SPRITE(#2, 66,5,99, 30,0, -7)
150 CALL COINC (ALL, A)
160 IF A = -1 THEN CALL DELSPRITE(#2) ELSE 150
170 CALL CHAR(65, "10387 C FEFEFEFEFE")
180 FORT = 1TO300:: NEXTT :: GOTO 110



CHAPTER 5.
TI-99/4A BASIC REFERENCE GUIDE

This chapter provides descriptions and examples of the correct
syntax for Tl Standard BASICand Tl Extended BASIC. Each of the
commands, statements, and functions are listed in alphabetical
order along with an appropriate abbreviation if applicable.

This manual refers to the BASIC which is built into the TI-99/4A
as Standard BASIC. The version of BASIC available in the Tl
EXTENDED BASIC COMMAND MODULE is refered to as Extend
ed BASIC.

The following notation will be used to describe the configura
tion of each of the commands, statements, or functions.

1. Capitalized words are keywords.
2. Italicized items are parameters.
3. Items enclosed in brackets [ ] are optional.
4. Ellipsis (...) represent repetition.
5. Punctuation (except brackets and braces) must be

included as shown.

6. The following symbols will be used:

In Line number

> Precedes lines typed by user.
• EX BASIC

• ST BASIC Indicates whether a statement, command or
function may be used in Extended BASIC,
Standrd BASIC or both.

A$, B$ String variables
A, B Numeric variables
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• EX BASIC

ABS • ST BASIC

The ABSfunction returns the absolute value of its argument.

Configuration

X = ABS(a)

Example

> PRINT ABS(-81)
81

• EX BASIC

ACCEPT d ST BASIC

An ACCEPTstatement is used to accept data from the keyboard
and assign the data to a variable. An ACCEPT statement is similar
in principle to an INPUT statement. However, an ACCEPT
statement has more optional features than an INPUT statement.

Configuration

ACCEPT [[AT (row, column)] [VALIDATE (character-type)]
[BEEP] [ERASE ALL] [SIZE (parameter)]:] variable

When an ACCEPT statement is encountered, the execution of
the program does not continue until data is entered at the
keyboard.

The AToption allows the data to appear at any location on the
display while it is being input. The data will appear at the
specified row and column. The display is divided into 24 rows
and 28 columns. As a result, the following statement,

ACCEPT AT(12,14):X
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will cause the data to appear near the center of the display.
When the ENTER key is pressed, the data that appears at the
specified location on the displaywill be assigned to the variable
X.

The VALIDATE option isused to restrict the type of data that can
be input. The character type parameter is used to select the
acceptable types of data. Table 5-1 summarizes the effects of the
character type parameters.

Table 5-1. Character Type Parameters

UALPHA

DIGIT

NUMERIC

a a

Only upper case letters are acceptable
input.

The digits 0-9 are the only acceptable
input.

Restricts allowable input to integers,
floating point numbers, and scientific
notation.

Allows only the characters that are included
in the quotation marks.

The BEEP option causes a short tone to be generated when the
program is ready to accept input.

The ERASE ALL option causes the entire display to be cleared
before the data being input appears on the screen.

The SIZE option is used to set a limit to the number of characters
that may be accepted as input.

Ifthe SIZE option isnot used, characters maybe entered until the
end of the line is reached.

If the SIZE option includes a positive argument, the specified
number of spaces will be cleared before the data isdisplayed on
the screen. The number of characters in the data being entered
cannot exceed the specified limit.
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The SIZE option mayinclude a minussignwith itsargument. The
minus sign isused to indicate that the specified number of spaces
should not be cleared when the ACCEPT statement is executed.
Forexample, a SIZE(-IO) statement sets a maximum data length
of 10 characters, but does not clear 10 spaces on the display.

When a SIZE statement includes a minus sign, the data that is
entered will take the place of the characters that already appear
on the display. However, the data that originallyappears on the
display willbe assigned to the specified variable unless new data
is specified. This concept is demonstrated in the following
example.

Example

>100 FOR A = 0 TO 2

> 200 PRINT "**********"

>300 NEXT A

>400 ACCEPT AT(22,2) VALIDATE(UALPHA) SIZE(8):A$
>500 ACCEPT AT(23,2) VALIDATE(UALPHA) SIZE(-8):B$
>600 PRINT::PRINTA$,B$
>RUN

***********

♦APPLES *

♦APPLES***

APPLES APPLES**

The preceding example contains a program that includes two
ACCEPT statements. The FOR/NEXT loop at lines 100 through
300 causes three rows of asterisks to be displayed.

The ACCEPTstatement at line 400 causes the data being input to
appear at location (22,2) on the display. The VALIDATE option
indicates that upper case letters are the only type of acceptable
data. The SIZE option causes 8 spaces to be cleared before the
data is input. As a result, the following displayshould appear at
the bottom left corner of the screen.

**********

**********
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Thedata that is input is limited to the 8blankspacesin the center
of the asterisks. In the example, the word APPLE isthe data that is
entered. When the ENTER key is pressed, the variable A$ is
assigned the string value APPLE.

The ACCEPT statement at line 500 is similar to the statement at
line 400. However, the data being input is displayed at location
(23,2). As a result, the data appears at the line below the previous
data.

Once again, the VALIDATE option allowsonly upper case letters
to be input.

TheSIZE option imposes an 8 character limit on the data being
input. However, the minussign indicates that the displayshould
not be cleared.

As a result, the displayat the bottom of the screen should appear
as follows:

**********

*APPLES *
**********

As the word APPLE is input, the characters take the place of the
asterisksthat appear in the last line of the display. However, the
asterisks that are not replaced with data will be considered part
of the input. When the ENTER key is pressed, the data will be
assigned to the variable B$.

The PRINT statements at line 600 display the values of the
variables A$ and B$. Notice that the value of B$ contains two
asterisks, even though the asterisks were not entered as data.

The following example statements demonstrate the correct
format for ACCEPT statements.
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AND

Examples

ACCEPT AT(5,14) BEEP:A$
ACCEPT AT(1,1) VALIDATE(DIGIT):A
ACCEPT BEEP VALIDATEfYN") SIZE(1):A$
ACCEPT BEEP:A

• EX BASIC

n ST BASIC

AND is used between two expressions as either a numeric or
logical operator.

Configuration

ex AND ex

The conditions of true and falseare represented in the computer
by the logical values -1 and 0. As a result, the logical operators
(AND, OR, NOT, and XOR) operate with the logical values -1
and 0. The AND operation can be explained by the following
truth table.

exl ex2 RESULT

-1 -1 -1

-1 0 0

0 -1 0

0 0 0

AND is generally used in an IF/THEN statement with relational
expressions. For example:

>10 X = 10

> 20 Y = 30

> 30 IF X = 10 AND Y > 100 THEN GOTO 999

> 40 PRINT "CONDITIONS WERE NOT MET"

>999 END

>RUN

CONDITIONS WERE NOT MET
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In this example, ANDis used in an IF/THEN statement that ends
the program if both conditions are true. The first expression of
theAND statement is X=10. This is truebecause Xis assigned the
value 10 in line 10. The second expression, Y > 100, is false
becauseYis assigned the value 30 inline20. As a result, ex1 is true
and ex2isfalse.This corresponds to the truth table where ex7=-7
and ex2=0. Theresult from the table is 0 (false), so the condition
of the IF/THEN statement isfalse, and the next line is executed.

When AND is used as a numeric operator, the arguments are
rounded offand converted totheirbinary equivalents. Thevalue
ofthe AND statement is the result oftheAND operation on each
bit of the values. Forexample:

6 (binary 0110)
AND 10 (binary 1010)

2 (binary 0010)

Since the binary equivalent of6is 0110, andthebinary equivalent
of 10 is1010, the AND operation for each bit has the result 0010.
The decimal value of 0010 is 2.

• EX BASIC

ASC • ST BASIC

The ASC function returns the ASCI Icode for the firstcharacter of
itsstring expression argument. Theargument of ASC can either
be a string constant or a string variable.

Configuration

X = ASC(AS)

Example

> PRINTASCfJONES")
74
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• EX BASIC

ATN • ST BASIC

The ATN function returns the arctangent of its argument. The
result will be in radians.

Configuration

X = ATN(A)

Example

> PRINT ATN(.576)
.5225854816

• EX BASIC

BREAK • ST BASIC

A BREAK statement causes the program execution to stop. Line
numbers may be included as parameters with the BREAK
statement to instruct the computer where to stop the program.

Configuration

BREAK [In, In...]

BREAK can be used in the immediate mode as well as in the
program mode. When used in the immediate mode, the BREAK
statement must be followed by one or more line numbers. These
line numbers instruct the computer where to stop execution of
the program. The program will be halted before the specified
line is executed.

Example

>100 PRINT "JOHN DOE"
> 200 PRINT "4444 BAKER ST"
>300 PRINT "CLEVE. OHIO"
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> BREAK 200

>RUN

JOHN DOE

* BREAKPOINT IN 200

>RUN

JOHN DOE

4444 BAKER ST

CLEVE. OHIO

In the preceding example, BREAK 200 causes the program
execution to stop before line 200 is executed. Since BREAK 200
was used in the immediate mode, it only effects the program
once. Note when the program is run a second time, there is no
break.

The computer can be instructed to continue execution of a
program after a break is encountered by using the CON
command. In the preceding example, ifCON had been entered
after the breakpoint instead of RUN, the output would have
been as follows:

4444 BAKER ST

CLEVE. OHIO

When BREAK is used asa statementina program, line numbers
may or may not be included as parameters. If line numbers are
not included,program executionwill stopat the pointwhere the
BREAK appears in the program.

Example

>100 PRINT "JOHN DOE"
>200 BREAK

> 300 PRINT "4444 BAKER ST"

>400 PRINT "CLEVE. OHIO"
>RUN

JOHN DOE

* BREAKPOINT IN 200
>CON

4444 BAKER ST

CLEVE. OHIO
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In this example, the program will stop at line 200 each time it is
executed.

In Extended BASIC, multiple statement lines may be used.
However, ifBREAK isused in a multiple statement line, it must be
the last statement in the line. If BREAK is not the last statement, a
syntax error will occur when an attempt ismade to continue the
program.

• EX BASIC

BYE • ST BASIC

The BYE command causes the computer to exit Tl BASIC or Tl
Extended BASIC and return to the master title screen. The master

title screen is the display that appears when the computer is
powered on.

The QUIT command also returns the computer to the master
title screen. However, QUIT will not close any files that had been
opened. This could result in the loss of data that has been stored
on disk or cassette. The BYEcommand will close all files that had
been opened. Therefore, BYE should generally be used instead
of QUIT.

Configuration

BYE

Example

>BYE

• EX BASIC

CALL • ST BASIC

CALL is used to access subprograms that are stored in the
computers memory. Many special purpose subprograms are
permanently stored in the computer's memory. However, in
Extended BASIC,a SUBstatement may be used to define custom
made subprograms.
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CALL is used most frequently forcolor, sound,andgraphics. The
subprograms that are stored in memory are as follows:

CHAR HCHAR ♦PATTERN

*CHARPAT *INIT ♦PEEK

*CHARSET JOYST ♦POSITION

CLEAR KEY ♦SAY

*COINC ♦LINK SCREEN
COLOR *LOAD SOUND
♦DELSPRITE ♦LOCATE ♦SPGET

♦DISTANCE ♦MAGNIFY ♦SPRITE

*ERR ♦MOTION VCHAR
GCHAR ♦VERSION

♦Only in Extended BASIC.

Configuration

CALL subprogram name [{parameters)]

Example

100 CALL CLEAR

CALL CHAR
EX BASIC

ST BASIC

The CALL CHAR statement accesses thesubprogram CHAR. The
CHAR subprogram allows the userto creategraphic characters.

Configuration (EX & ST BASIC)

CALL CHAR (ASCII code, "string expression")

The ASCII code is a widely used system that uses numbers to
refer to the characters instead of the characters themselves. Each
character defined in the computer is represented by a specific
ASCII code. By specifying a particular ASCII code in the CALL
CHAR statement, the characterthat is normally associated with
the specified ASCII code can be redefined. For example, the
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ASCII code of the character "A" is 65. Therefore, if 65 is used as
the parameter in a CALL CHAR statement, the letter "A"will be
redefined to some other character.

In Standard BASIC, the ASCII codes that can be redefined are
codes 32 through 159 inclusive. In Extended BASIC, the ASCII
codes that can be redefined are codes 32 through 143 inclusive.

The second parameter of the CALL CHAR statement isthe string
expression. The string expression consists of a hexadecimal
code. The hexadecimal code is used to define the shapes of
characters.

Each character consists of 65 elements or pixels. These 65 pixels
form an 8x8 grid the size of one character.

Illustration 5-1 depicts the 8x8 grid that is used to define
characters. Characters can be defined by selectively illuminating
some of these pixels. The16character string expression isused to
determine the pixels to be illuminated.

Illustration 5-1. Character Grid

In order to use the hexadecimal code, the grid in Illustration 5-1
must be divided into 16 sections of 4 pixels each.
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Illustration 5-2 shows an 8x8 grid that has been divided in this
manner.

Illustration 5-2. Grid Division

1 •••• nnnn 2

3 DDDD nnnn 4

5 DDDD nnnn 6

7 DDDD nnnn 8

9 nnnn nnnn 10

11 •••D nnnn 12

13 DDDD nnnn 14

15 nnnn nnnn 16

Each one of these sections can be defined with one character of
the hexadecimal code. Any combination of the 4 pixels can be
illuminated. Illustration 5-3 shows the hexadecimal codes that
correspond to the 16 possible combinations.

Illustration 5-3. Hexadecimal Code

PIXELS HEXADECIMAL CODE
nnnn 0

nnna 1

non 2
DDM 3
nmja 4

DMJU 5

CHD 6
DIM 7

wean 8

EDI 9
•3BD A

KB B

mmna C

«• D

••D E
^M F
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The 8x8 grid that makes up one character can be described in 16
hexadecimal characters. These 16 hexadecimal characters make
up the string expression used in the CALL CHAR statement.

The first character in the stringexpression will describe section 1
of the 8x8grid. The second character will describe section 2,and
so on.

Example

til
¥= >

>\ ^

'<"'

^ &tf S'fe

\ ** ^

*r£.

V;

0 0

0 4

0 6

F F

0 6

0 4

0 0

0 0

100 CALL CLEAR

200 CALL CHAR(143,"000406FF06040000")
300 CALL HCHAR(12,16,143)

The preceding example shows how a CALL CHAR statement is
used to create a character. The first step in creating a character is
to draw the character within an 8x8 grid. Then, translate the
drawing into a hexadecimal code using Illustration 5-3.

The hexadecimal code for the specified character can now be
used in a CALL CHAR statement.

The program in the preceding example will place a small arrow
in the middle of the screen. Line 100 will clear the screen. Line
200 will use the string expression to define character number
143.

Line 300 will display the character in the middle of the screen.

Any type of character can be defined using the CALL CHAR
statement. The following example contains a program that uses
the CALL CHAR statement to define the character n (PI).
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Example
>100 CALL CHAR (130,"007E242424244600")
>200 B= 3.141592654

>300 PRINT CHR$(130);"=";B
>RUN

77- = 3.141592654

The string expression in the CALL CHAR statement must be 16
characters in length. If less than 16 characters are used, the
missing characters are assumed to be zeros. InStandard BASIC, if
morethan 16characters are used,the string will be truncated. In
Extended BASIC, however, specifying more than 16 characters
causes the character with the next highest ASCII code to be
redefined.

Configuration (EX BASIC)

CALL CHAR (ASCII code,"string expression" [,...])

Extended BASIC allows many characters to be defined in one
statement.Thestring expression may be aslongas64 characters.
The first 16 characters will redefine the character with the
specified ASCII code. Characters 17through 32 will redefine the
character with the next higher ASCII code and so on.

More than onecharacter can beredefined by listing ASCII codes
and hexadecimal codes one after the other in the CALL CHAR
statement.

Examples

CALLCHAR(66,"FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF")
CALLCHAR(66,"FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF",67,"FFFFFFFFFFFFFFFF")

The previous example contains two statements that have the
same results. Both statements redefine the characters 66 and 67
as solid blocks.
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• EX BASIC

CALL CHARPAT d ST BASIC

The CALL CHARPAT statement accesses the subprogram
CHARPAT. The CHARPAT subprogram returns the 16 character
hexadecimal code that is used to create a particular character.

Configuration

CALL CHARPAT (ASC//-code,A$[,...])

The first parameter of the CALL CHARPAT statement isthe ASCI I
code of the character whose hexadecimal code will be returned.

A$isa string variable that willbe assigned the hexadecimal code
of the specified character.

Example

> CALL CHARPAT(65,A$)
> PRINT A$

003844447C444444

In the preceding example, the CALL CHARPAT statement isused
to return the hexadecimal code of the character A (ASCII code
65). This hexadecimal code is assigned to the variable A$. A
PRINT statement is used to display the value of the variable A$.

• EX BASIC

CALL CHARSET • ST BASIC

The CALL CHARSETstatement accesses the subprogram CHAR-
SET. The CHARSETsubprogram causes all characters in the char
acter set to return to their standard character definition.

Configuration

CALL CHARSET
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The CHARSET subprogram will also reset character colors to
their standard colors.

Example

100 CALL CHARSET

• EX BASIC

CALL CLEAR • ST BASIC

CALL CLEAR accesses the subprogram CLEAR. CLEAR can be
used in either the immediate mode or the program mode to
clear the entire screen.

Configuration

CALL CLEAR

Example

> CALL CLEAR

• EX BASIC

CALL COINC n ST BASIC

The CALL COINC statement accesses the subprogram COINC.
The COINCsubprogram determines ifthere has been a collision
between twosprites. The COINC subprogram canalso determine
if a sprite passes over a specified position on the screen. The
COINC subprogram returnsa true or false value depending on
whether or not the specified condition has been met.

Configuration

CALL COINC I hsprite, ^sprite, int Vvar \
\ \#sprite, row-pixel, column-pixel, rangej J
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The last parameter in the CALL COINC statement must be a
numeric variable. The value assigned to this numeric variable
will be either-1 or 0. Avalue of-1 willbe assigned to the variable
if the specified collision has occurred. A value of 0 will be
assigned to the variable if the specified collision has not
occurred.

If the keyword ALL is used in the CALL COINC statement, a
collision between any two sprites causes a value of -1 to be
assigned to the variable.

If two sprite numbers are specified, a collision between the two
sprites will cause a value of -1 to be assigned to the variable.

When a sprite and a position are specified, a value of -1 is
assigned to the variable if the specified sprite passes over the
specified position.

Positions are specified by row-pixel and column-pixel. Pixelsare
very small dots which make up the display on the screen. There
are 256column-pixels and 193 row-pixels that are visible on the
screen. Therefore, the row-pixel in the CALL COINC statement
isa number from 1 to 193and the column-pixel isa number from
1 to 256.

When two sprites or a sprite and a position are specified, a range
must also be specified. The range specifies how close two sprites
or a sprite and a position must be before it is considered a
collision. The range is an integer that represents a number of
pixels.

A numeric variable (var) must always be used with CALL COINC.
The variable is assigned the value of -1 for true and 0 for false.

Example

100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL MAGNIFY(2)
200 CALL SPRITE(#1,49,5,1,1,34,56)
300 CALL SPRITE(#2,50,5,193,256,-34,-56)
400 CALL COINC(#1,#2,10,A)
500 IF A = -1 THEN CALL DELSPRITE(#1) :: CALL
PATTERN (#2,51)
600 GOTO 400
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The preceding example contains a program that uses a CALL
COINC statement todetermine whether or not twosprites have
collided. Line 100 clears the screen and sets a magnification
factor of two. Line 200 and 300 create two sprites that have the
appearances of the numbers "1" and "2". Line 400 assigns Athe
value of -1 or 0 depending on whether or not the two sprites
have collided. Line 500 is an IF/THEN statement that deletes
sprite number1and changes the appearanceofsprite number 2
ifa collision occurs. Line 600 branches program control back to
line 400.

When the program is executed, two sprites in the shapes of the
numbers "1"and "2"begin moving along the screen. When the
two sprites collide (within three pixels) sprite number one is
deleted and sprite number two takes on the appearance of the
number "3".

• EX BASIC
CALL COLOR . ST BASIC

The CALL COLOR statement accesses the subprogram COLOR.
The COLOR subprogram is used to change the color of
characters.

Configuration (EX &ST BASIC)

CALL COLOR (seW, foreground, background)

In Standard BASIC, the ASCII codes(32 through159) aredivided
into 16 sets. In Extended BASIC, theASCII codes (32 through 143)
are divided into 14 sets.

The setit used in theCALL COLOR statement must bean integer
from 1 to 16. Theser#specifiesthe characters to be colored. The
ASCII codes and corresponding set numbers can be found in
Table 5-2.
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Forexample, ifsettt 8 isspecified in a CALL COLORstatement, all
characters having ASCII codes from 88 to 95 will be colored as
specified in the second and third parameters.

The foreground and background colors are specified by the
integers 1 through 16. Each number specifies a particular color,
as indicated in Table 5-3.

Table 5-2. Color Sets

set# ASCII codes set# ASCII codes

1 32-39 9 96-103

2 40-47 10 104-111

3 48-55 11 112-119

4 56-63 12 120-127

5 64-71 13 128-135

6 72-79 14 136-143

7 80-87 15 144-151

8 88-95 16 152-159

Table 5-3. Color Codes

Color Code Color Color Code Color

1 Transparent 9 Medium Red

2 Black 10 Light Red
3 Medium Green 11 Dark Yellow

4 Light Green 12 Light Yellow
5 Dark Blue 13 Dark Green

6 Light Blue 14 Magenta
7 Dark Red 15 Gray
8 Cyan 16 White

The foreground color specifies the color of the character. The
backgroundcolor specifies the color of the screen behind the
character.
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Example

100 CALL CLEAR

200 CALL COLOR(6,2,5)
300 PRINT "ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRST"
400 GOTO 400

The previous example contains a program that uses the CALL
COLOR statement.

Line 100 will clear the screen. Line 200 will cause all characters
having ASCII codes 72 through 79 to have a black foreground
and blue background. Line 300 will display the characters A
through T. Line 400 will create a loop that keeps the program
from ending.

When the program in the previous example is executed, the
letters A through T are displayed on the screen. However, only
letters Hthrough O are colored. The letters Hthrough O are the
only characters in set number 6. Therefore, they are the only
characters specified in the CALL COLOR statement.

When the preceding program isstoped, all characters will return
to their standard colors. The CALL COLORstatement only has an
effect while the program is being executed.

Example

100 CALL CLEAR

200 CALL CHAR(65,"007E7E7E7E7E7E00")
300 CALL HCHAR(1,1,65,768)
400 CALL COLOR(5,7,5)
500 GOTO 500

The preceding example contains a program that uses CALL
COLOR. Line 100 of the program will clear the screen. Line 200 is
a CALL CHAR statement that defines a small square. Line 300 will
fill the screen with this small square. Line400will cause the color
of the square to be red and the background color to be blue.
Line 500causes a loop that prevents the program from ending.
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To stop the program, press FCTN 4 (CLEAR).

Configuration (EX BASIC)

CALL COLOR(#spr/te, foreground^...])

In Extended BASIC, a CALL COLOR statement can be used to
change the color of any sprite.

The sprite is an integer between 1 and 28 inclusive that specifies
the sprite to be colored. The foreground isan integer between 1
and 16 inclusive that specifies the color of the sprite.

Example

100 CALL COLOR(#3,5)

The statement in the previous example would change the color
of sprite number three to blue.

• EX BASIC

CALL DELSPRITE n ST BASIC

The CALL DELSPRITE statement accesses the subprogram
DELSPRITE. The DELSPRITE subprogram isused to delete sprites.
Once a sprite is deleted, it cannot be used again unless it is
redefined with a CALL SPRITE statement.

Configuration

CALL DELSPRITE / / #AU, .„ , . ]\I | tispnte [#,spr/te...J j I

If the keyword ALL is used with DELSPRITE, all sprites will be
deleted. If one or more sprite numbers are specified, only the
specified sprites will be deleted.

Example

100 CALL DELSPRITE(#1,#7)
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• EX BASIC

CALL DISTANCE a ST BASIC

The CALL DISTANCE statement accesses the subprogram
DISTANCE. The DISTANCE subprogram isused to determine the
square of the distance between two sprites. The DISTANCE
subprogram can also be used to determine the square of the
distance between a sprite and a position on the screen.

{

Configuration

CALL DISTANCE (Usprite, 1 #SP"te (, variable)
row-pixel, column-pixel I

The parameters of CALL DISTANCE must be either two sprites or
a sprite and a screen position. In either case, the square of
distance is assigned to the specified variable. The variable must
be a numeric variable.

The DISTANCE subprogram determines the square of the
approximate number of pixels that separate two objects. The
upper left corner of each sprite is the point of reference.

For example, two sprites that are displayed with 1 inch between
their upper leftcorners would cause the DISTANCE subprogram
to indicate a value of 625. Since the square root of 625 is 25, the
two sprites are about 25 pixels apart.

The largest value that can be returned by the CALL DISTANCE
statement is 32767.

Examples

CALL DISTANCE (#1,#2,A)
CALL DISTANCE (#1,77,120,B)

The first statement in the preceding example will determine the
distance between two sprites. This distance will be assigned to
the variable A.
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The second statement in the preceding example will return the
distance between sprite number one and position 77,120. This
distance will be assigned to the variable B.

• EX BASIC

CALL ERR DST BASIC

The CALL ERR statement accesses the subprogram ERR. The ERR
subprogram is generally used after an error occurs. This
subprogram allowsinformation about the error to be assigned to
variables.

Configuration

CALL ERR(A,B[,C,D])

The value assigned to the first variable (A) is the error code that
corresponds to the error.

The value assigned to the second variable (B) is generally -1. If
the error that occurred wasa fileerror, the value assigned to the
second variable will be positive and correspond to the file that
caused the error.

The value assigned to the third variable (C) is always9.

The value assigned to the fourth variable (D) is the line number
where the error occurred.

Example

100 INPUT A

200 ON ERROR 500

300 PRINT SQR(A)
400 END

500 CALL ERR(B,C)
600 IF B =74 THEN PRINT "SQUARE ROOT OF ";A;" IS UNDEFINED"
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The previous example contains a program that uses the CALL
ERR statement. Line 100 of the programwill allowa number to be
assigned to thevariable A. Line 200 will transfer program control
to line 500 if anerroroccurs. Line 300 will print thesquare rootof
the value ofthe variable A. Line 400 will end the program.

Line500and 600willonly be executed ifan error occurs. Line500
will assign the error code to the variable B. Line 600 will print a
message if the error code is 74 (BAD ARGUMENT error).

• EX BASIC
CALL GCHAR . ST BASIC

The CALL GCHAR statement accesses thesubprogram GCHAR.
TheGCHAR subprogram isused to determine the character that
is located at a particular position on the screen.

Configuration

CALL GCHAR (row, column, variable)

The GCHAR subprogram will return the ASCII code of the
character located at the specified row and column.

The screen is divided into 24 rows and 32 columns. Therefore,
any number from 1 to 24 is an acceptable row number and any
number from 1 to 32isan acceptable column number.

The variable is a numeric variable that will beassigned the ASCII
code of the character in the specified position.

Example

100 CALL GCHAR(15,17,A)
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• EX BASIC

CALL HCHAR • ST BASIC

The CALL HCHAR statement accesses the subprogram HCHAR.
The HCHARsubprogram is used to place characters at specified
positions on the screen.

Configuration

CALL HCHAR (row, column, ASCII code [repetitions])

The first two parameters, rows and column, determine the
position where the character will be displayed. The screen is
divided into 24 rows and 32 columns. Therefore, the specified
row must be a number from 1 to 24 and the specified column
must be a number from 1 to 32.

The third parameter, ASCII code, is the ASCII code of the
character that is to be placed at the specified position.

The fourth parameter, repetition, isoptional, repetition must be
a number from 1 to 32767.The repetition specifies the number of
times the specified character isto be repeated. Characters will be
repeated horizontally the specified number of times.

If no parameter is included for repetition, the character will be
displayed only once.

Example

CALL HCHAR(12,16,42)
CALL HCHAR(2,2,42,12)

The preceding example contains two CALL HCHAR statements.
The first statement will place an asterisk (*) in the middle of the
screen (position 12,16). The second statement will print 12
asterisks (*) starting at the upper left hand corner of the screen
(position 2,2).



TI-99/4A BASIC Reference Guide 149

• EX BASIC

CALL INIT d ST BASIC

The CALL INIT statement accesses the subprogram INIT. The
subprogram INIT prepares the computer to run assembly
language subprograms. Assembly language programs cannot be
executed unless a memory expansion unit is used with the Tl-
99/4A.

Configuration

CALL INIT

The CALL INIT statement must be entered before any other
statements are used to access assembly language subprograms.

A set of assembly language supporting routines are loaded into
the memory expansion when the CALL INIT command is
entered.

ASYNTAX ERROR will occur if the memory expansion unit is not
powered on.

Example

CALL INIT

• EX BASIC

CALL JOYST • ST BASIC

The CALL JOYST statement accesses the subprogram JOYST. The
JOYST subprogram is used to determine the position of the
joystick controllers.

Configuration

CALLJOYST (joystU, variable 1, variable 2)
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The/oysr# isthe number of the joystickto be used. joyst#must be
an integer from 1 to 4. However, only joysticks 1 and 2 are
accessible.

The JOYST subprogram returns two valuescorresponding to the
position of the joystick. These values are assigned to variable 1
and variable 2.

Illustration 5-4 shows the value that will be returned for every
joystick position.

Example

100 CALLJOYST(1,X,Y)

Illustration 5-5 CALL JOYST Joystick Positions

-N (4,4)

(-4,0)
/"

) (4,0)

(-4,-4)



TI-99/4A BASIC Reference Guide 151

• EX BASIC

CALL KEY -ST BASIC

CALL KEY accesses the subprogram KEY. KEY is used to accept
input from the keyboard while a program is being executed.

Configuration

CALL KEY (mode, variable 1, variable 2)

The CALL KEY statement assigns a value to variable 7 that
corresponds to the key that is being pressed on the keyboard.
variable 7 is assigned the value -1 ifno key is being pressed.

The mode determines the values that are returned by each
character. The mode must be an integer between 0 and 5
inclusive. Generally, a mode of0 is chosen. A0mode specifies
that all characters return their standard ASCII values. If a mode
other than 0 is chosen, non-standard values for the characters
are returned.

variable 2 is assigned a value of-1,0 or 1.The value assigned to
this variable is determined by the relationship between the last
CALL KEY statement and the current CALL KEY statement.

variable 2 is assigned the value -1 if the CALL KEY statement
assigns the same character code to variable 7 in two consecutive
statements, variable 2 is assigned the value1onlywhen variable 1
is assigned a new character code,variable 2 is assigned the value
0 only when variable 7 is assigned the value -1. This situation
occurs if no keys are being pressed when the statement is
executed.

Example

100 CALL KEY(0,A,B)
200 IF (B = 0) + (B = -1) THEN 100
300 PRINT CHR$(A)
400 GOTO 100
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The previous example shows a program that uses the CALL KEY
statement to print the character corresponding to the key that
was pressed.

Line 100 of the program isa CALL KEY statement. The mode is set
to 0. Therefore, the standard ASCII values of the characters will
be used.

Line200branches program control back to line 100if B=0 or B=
-1. Therefore, if no key is pressed, or the same key is pressed,
program control is passed to line 100.

Line 300 prints the character that corresponds to the ASCII code
returned in A. Line 400 branches program control to line 100.

To stop the program, press FCTN 4 (CLEAR).

• EX BASIC

CALL LINK d ST BASIC

CALL LINK accesses the subprogram LINK. The LINK subprogram
passes program control to an assembly language subprogram.

Configuration

CALL LINK {subprogram name ^variable list])

The subprogram name is the name of the assembly language
subprogram. The variable list passes parameters from the main
program to the assembly language subprogram.

An assembly language subprogram must have been previously
loaded into the memory expansion unit before CALL LINK can
be used.
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• EX BASIC

CALL LOAD n ST BASIC

The CALL LOAD statement isused to store bytes of information
in specified memory locations. The CALL LOAD statement can
only be used when a memory expansion unit is in use. Also the
CALL INITcommand must be executed before the CALL LOAD
command is used. The CALL LOADstatement can also be used to
retrieve an assembly language subprogram from a data file and
store it in a memory expansion unit.

Configuration

CALL LOAD
/ "filename" \
I memory address, byte 7[, byte 2,... ] J

An assembly language subprogram can be loaded into the
memory expanison unit by using the CALL LOAD statement
along with the filename of the assembly language subprogram.
The following example will load theassembly language subpro
gram named "START" from disk drive 1.

Example

>CALL LOAD ("DSK1.START")

The CALL LOAD statement can be used to change individual
memoryaddresses.Also, ifmore than one byteof information is
specified, each following byte is stored in each successive
memory address.

Example

> CALL LOAD (8734,65,72)

The previous CALL LOAD statement will store 65 in memory
address 8734 and 72 memory address 8735.
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The CALL LOAD statement can only store information in
memory addresses that are part of RAM. If a CALL LOAD state
ment specifies a memory location that is part of the ROM, the
CALL LOAD statement has no effect.

• EX BASIC

CALL LOCATE • ST BASIC

The CALL LOCATE statement accesses the subprogram LOCATE.
The LOCATE subprogram is used to change the position of a
sprite.

Configuration

CALL LOCATE (^sprite, row, column [,...])

The sprite isan integer from 1 to 28that indicates the sprite to be
moved. The row is an integer from 1 to 192. The column is an
integer from 1 to 256.

Example

>100 CALL CLEAR

>200 CALL MAGNIFY(2)
>300 CALL SPRITE(#1,65,5,99,125)
>400 CALL LOCATE(#1,INT(RND*192) +1, INT(RND*256) +1)
> 500 GOTO 400

>RUN

The preceding example contains a program that will continually
relocate a sprite.

Line100 will cause the display to be cleared. Line 200will cause
all sprites to be magnified. Line300willcause a sprite to appear in
the shape of the letter A. Line 400 will cause the sprite to be
relocated at a random position on the screen. Line 500 will
branch program control to line 400.

Press FCTN 4 (CLEAR) to stop the program.
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• EX BASIC

CALL MAGNIFY a ST BASIC

CALL MAGNIFY accesses the subprogram MAGNIFY. The sub
program MAGNIFY is used to increase the size of sprites.

Configuration

CALL MAGNIFY (a)

A sprite can be magnified in two ways. The first method is to
increase the size of the character that makes up the sprite. The
second method is to use more than one character to define a
sprite.

The parameter in the MAGNIFY subprogram must be an integer
from 1 to 4 that determines how a sprite will be magnified.

A parameter of 1 causes all sprites to consist of one character.
This character will be of normalsize.Therefore, allsprites will be
of normal size.

A parameter of 2 causes all sprites to consist of one character.
However, this character will be four times its original size.
Therefore, all sprites will be four times their original size.

A parameter of 3 causes all sprites to consist of four characters.
These four characters will all be normal sized. Therefore, all
sprites will be four times their original size.

A parameter of 4 causes all sprites to consist of four characters.
However, these characters will be four times their original size.
Therefore, all sprites will be sixteen times their original size.

Example

100 CALL CLEAR

200 CALL SPRITE(#1,76,6,99,115)
300 ACCEPT AT(23,1) VALIDATE ("1234") SIZE (1):A
400 CALL MAGNIFY(A)
500 GOTO 300
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The preceding example contains a program that shows the
different effects that a CALL MAGNIFY statement can produce.

When executed, the preceding program causes a sprite to
appear in the middle of the screen. The sprite has the shape of
the letter L.

The cursor then appears at the bottom of the screen. An integer
from 1 to 4 may now be entered. This integer is then used in a
CALL MAGNIFY statement to magnify the sprite.

Line100in the preceding program willclear the screen. Line200
will create a sprite with the shape of the letter Land place it in the
middle of the screen. Line300 will input a number from 1 to 4and
assign it to the variable A. Line 400 isa CALL MAGNIFYstatement
that uses the variable A as its parameter. Line 500 will branch
program control to line 300.

Press the FCTN 4 (CLEAR) key to stop program execution.

• EX BASIC

CALL MOTION a ST BASIC

The CALL MOTION statement accesses the subprogram
MOTION. The MOTION subprogram is used to change the
direction and speed of a sprite.

Configuration

CALL MOTION {^sprite, vertical speed, horizontal speed)

The CALL MOTION statement can be used to change the vertical
speed and horizontal speed of a sprite.

The sprite is an integer from 1 to 28that indicatees the sprite to
be affected. The vertical speed is an integer from -128 to 127. A
negative verticalspeed willcause a sprite to move up the screen.
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A positive vertical speed will cause a sprite to move down the
screen.

Thehorizontal speed is an integerfrom -128 to 127. A negative
horizontal speed will cause a sprite to move left on the screen. A
positivehorizontal speedwill causeasprite to moverighton the
screen.

The absolute value of the numbers specified as the second and
third parameters determine the speed of the sprite. If the
absolute value ofthe specified number is close to zero,the sprite
will moveslowly. Ifthe absolute valueof the specified number is
much greater than zero, the sprite will move quickly.

Example

100 CALL CLEAR

200 CALL MAGNIFY(2)
300 CALL SPRITE(#1,65,5,99/I15)
400 INPUT A,B

500 CALL MOTION(#1,A,B)
600 GOTO 400

The preceding example contains a program that uses a CALL
MOTION statement. When the program is executed, a sprite
with the shape of the letter Aappears in the middle of the screen.
The cursorthen appears at the bottom of the screen. The sprite
can be set into motion in any direction and at any speed by
entering two number between -128 and 127.

Line100of the preceding program willclear the screen. Line200
will magnify all sprites. Line 300 will create asprite with the shape
of the letter A and places it in the center of the screen. Line 400
willinput two numbers and assign them to the variables Aand B.
Line 500 is a CALL MOTION statement that uses the variable A
and B to change the motion of sprite #1. Line 600 will branch
program control to line 400.
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• EX BASIC

CALL PATTERN a ST BASIC

CALL PATTERN accesses the subprogram PATTERN. The sub
program PATTERN is used to change the appearance of a sprite
without changing any other characteristics of that sprite.

Configuration

CALL PATTERN (^sprite, ASCII code [,lll])

Thefirstparameter of the CALL PATTERN statement specifiesthe
number of the sprite to be changed. The second parameter
specifies the ASCII code of the character that will be used in the
specified sprite.

Example

100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL MAGNIFY(2)
110 CALL CHAR(65,"3C667E3C18244281")
120 CALL CHAR(66,"3C7E7E3C18242424")
130 CALL SPRITE(#1,66,5,100,100,0,12)
140 FORT = 1TO30:: NEXTT

150 CALL PATTERN(#1,65)
160 FORT = 1TO30:: NEXTT

170 CALL PATTERN(#1,66)
180 GOTO 140

The preceding example contains a program that uses the CALL
PATTERN statement to create an animation effect.

Line100of the program clears the screen and causes all sprites to
be magnified. Line 110and 120define two different characters
that will be used in creating the animation effect. Line130creates
a sprite using character 66. Line 140 uses a FOR/NEXT loop to
cause a delay. Line 150causes the sprite number one to become
character 65. Line160 uses a FOR/NEXT loop to create a second
delay. Line170changes sprite number one back to character 66.
Line 180causes the last five lines of the program to be repeated.

Press CLEAR (FCTN 4) to end the program.



TI-99/4A BASIC Reference Guide 159

• EX BASIC

CALL PEEK d ST BASIC

The CALL PEEK statement accesses the subprogram PEEK. The
subprogram PEEK is used to recover the value in a memory
location.

Configuration

CALL PEEK (memory location, variable list)

Amemory location contains an integer value between 0and 255.
The first parameter of the CALL PEEK statement must be an
integer from-32768 to 32767. This numberspecifies the memory
location. A numeric overflow error occurs if the specified
memory location is greater than 32767or less than -32768. If the
specified memory location is not an integer, it is rounded off.

The first variable in the variable list is assigned the value
contained in the specified memorylocation.Thesecond variable
in the variable list is assigned the value contained in the next
highest memory location and so on.

The CALL PEEK statement is generally used when executing an
assembly language subprogram.

• EX BASIC

CALL POSITION d ST BASIC

CALL POSITION accesses the subprogram POSITION. The
POSITION subprogram returns the coordinates of the location
of a specifies sprite.

Configuration

CALL POSITION (Usprite, variable 7, variable 2 [,...])
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The sprite is the number of the sprite whose position is to be
returned.

The position of the sprite will be assigned to variable 7 and
variable 2. The row pixel position will be assigned to variable 7.
The column pixel position will be assigned to variable 2.

Example

CALL POSITION (#1,A,B)

• EX BASIC

CALL SAY d ST BASIC

The CALL SAY statement accesses the subprogram SAY. The SAY
subprogram is used to activate the Solid State Speech Synthe
sizer. A CALL SAY statement has no effect if the Speech
Synthesizer is not properly installed.

Configuration

CALL SAY ("wordstring,"X$,...)

The word string may include any word, or any combination of
words that are contained in the speech synthesizer's resident
vocabulary. A listing of these words can be found in Appendix F.

The resident vocabulary also includes phrases. When using a
phrase, place a "#" on either end of the phrase.

If a word that is not included in the resident vocabulary is used,
the computer will spell that word. Ifthe Speech Synthesizer does
not recognize a character in a word string, the word "uh oh" is
produced instead.

Example

> CALL SAY ("I AM THE #TEXAS INSTRUMENTS*
HOME COMPUTER")
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A CALL SPGET statement can be used to generate "speech
strings." These stringscan be processed more quicklythen word
strings. When speech strings are used in a CALL SAY statement,
they must be separated from word strings by commas.

CALL SAY statements require that word strings and speech
strings be used alternately, and that the first value is a word
string. As a result, a CALL SAYstatement must have a comma or a
word string as the first data item.

Example

> CALL SPGET ("HELLO",A$)
> CALL SAY ("GOODBYE",A$)
> CALL SAY (,A$)

• EX BASIC

CALL SCREEN • ST BASIC

CALL SCREEN accesses the subprogram SCREEN. The SCREEN
subprogram is used to change the color of the screen.

Configuration

CALL SCREEN (a)

The parameter for CALL SCREEN is an integer from 1 to 16 that
specifies the color of the screen. The color codes used in the
CALL SCREEN statement are the same as those used in the CALL
COLOR statement. Table 5-3 on page 142 listsall the color codes.

Example

CALL SCREEN (9)
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• EX BASIC

CALL SOUND • ST BASIC

CALL SOUND accesses the subprogram SOUND. The sub
program is used to generate musical notes and noises.

Configuration

CALL SOUND (delay,frequency 7, volume 7[,...,frequency 4, volume 4])

The CALL SOUND statement can simultaneously generate up to
three tones and one noise.

The delay parameter determines the duration of the tone or
noise. There can only be one delay specified within a CALL
SOUNDstatement. The specified delaywill affect allof the tones
and noises that are specified in the statement.

The delay is measured in milliseconds. The range of the delay is
from 1 to 4250 and from -1 to -4250.

When a positive delay is specified, the specified tone will
continue to be generated until the specified duration is
complete. When a negative delayisspecified, the specified tone
will be generated until the specified duration is complete or a
new CALL SOUND statement is encountered.

Program execution will not stop whilea tone isbeing generated.

The frequency for a tone is measured in hertz. The frequency
mayvaryfrom 110to 44733, where 110isthe lowest possible tone
and 44733 isthe highest possible tone. Frequencies much higher
than 10,000hertz generally cannot be heard.

Thefrequency for a noise mustbe an integer from-1 to -8. When
used in a CALL SOUND statement, each of these integers will
cause a different noise to be generated.

The volume isan integer from 0to 30that determines the volume
of each tone or noise. Using a Ofor the volume in a CALL SOUND
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statement causes the specified tone or noise to be generated at
the highest possiblevolume. Using a 30for the volumein a CALL
SOUND statement causes the specified tone or noise to be
generated at the lowest possible volume.

Example

100 FOR A = 110 TO 44733

200 CALL SOUND(-100,A,0)
300 NEXT A

The program in the previous example will generate all the
possible tones. Line 100 initializes a FOR/NEXT loop that isused
to specify the frequency. Line 200 is a CALL SOUND statement
that uses the value of the variable Aas the frequency. Line 300
completes the FOR/NEXT loop.

Example

100 FOR A = -8 to-1

200 CALL SOUND(4000,A,0)
300 PRINT A

400 NEXT A

The preceding example will generateall the possible noises. The
number of the noise is displayed when it is generated.

• EX BASIC

CALL SPGET n ST BASIC

CALL SPGET accesses the subprogram SPGET. The SPGET sub
program returns the speech string that corresponds to the
specified wordstring. Aspeechstring is asetofspecial characters
thatcan be pronounced more quickly than a wordstring.

Configuration

CALL SPGET ("wordstring", string variable)
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The first parameter isany word that can be found in the resident
vocabulary. The second parameter is a string variable. The
speech string that corresponds to the specified word string is
assigned to the specified string variable. Using this string variable
in a CALL SAY statement allows the computer to process speech
more quickly than if a wordstring was used in a CALL SAY
statement

Example

> CALL SPGET ("GOODBYE",A$)
> CALL SAY ("HELLO",A$)
> CALL SAY (,A$)

• EX BASIC

CALL SPRITE a ST BASIC

The CALL SPRITE statement accesses the subprogram SPRITE.
The SPRITE subprogram is used to create graphic characters that
can move smoothly across the screen. These characters are
called sprites.

Configuration

CALL SPRITE (^sprite,char-code, color, row-pixel,
column-pixel[,vertical speed, horizontal speed][,...])

Asprite can be placed at any position on the screen. Asprite can
also be set into motion to move in any direction at a wide range
of speeds.

Once set into motion, a sprite will move smoothly across the
screen. The motion of a sprite will not change unless the
program ends or a program statement changes the motion.

When a sprite and a fixed object meet, the sprite will pass over
that object. When two sprites meet, the sprite with the lower
number will pass over the sprite with the higher number.
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There can be up to 28 sprites on the screen at any one time.
However, no more than 4 sprites can appear in the same row. If
more than four sprites are positioned in a row, only the four
sprites with the lowest numbers will appear.

Thereare five essential parameters and twooptionalparameters
in a CALL SPRITE statement. Thefirstparameter isthe sprite. The
sprite is a number from 1 to 28. This number becomes the
identifying number of the sprite. The sprite number is used
when referencing a sprite.

The ASCII code is a number from 32 to 143 that specifies the
character that will be used as the sprite. Each ASCII code
corresponds to a predefined character. However, the CALL
CHAR statement can be used to redefine the standard ASCII
characters. Therefore, a sprite can be given anyshape.

The third parameter iscolor. Thecolor isan integer between 1
and 16 inclusive. This number specifies the color of the sprite.
The color codes are listed in Table 5-3, page 142.

The fourth parameter is the row-pixel. The row-pixel specifies
the starting row position of the sprite. Thescreen isdivided into
192row pixels. Therefore, row-pixelmust be a number between
1 and 192 inclusive.

The fifth parameter is the column-pixel. The column-pixel
specifiesthe startingcolumn positionof the sprite. Thescreen is
divided into256 column pixels. Therefore, column-pixel must be
a number between 1 and 256 inclusive.

The two optional parameters, vertical speed and horizontal
speed, are used when the sprite is to be set in motion.

The vertical speed is in integer from -128 to 127. A positive
vertical speed will cause a sprite to move toward the top of the
screen. A negative vertical speed will cause a sprite to move
toward the bottom of the screen.

The horizontal speed is an integer from -128 to 127. Anegative
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horizontal speed will cause a sprite to move toward the left side
of the screen. A positive horizontal speed will cause a sprite to
move toward the right side of the screen.

The absolute value of the vertical speed and the horizontal
speed determine the speed of the sprite. Ifthe absolute value of
the specified number isclose to zero, the sprite will move slowly.
If the absolute value of the specified number is much greater
than zero, the sprite will move quickly.

Example

100 CALL CLEAR :: CALL MAGNIFY(2)
200 CALL CHAR(92,"7090284482FF7E3C")
300 CALL HCHAR(15,1,94,32)
400 CALL SPRITE(#1,92,5,101,30,0,10)
500 GOTO 500

The preceding example contains a program that uses a sprite.
When the program is executed, a small sailboat appears to be
moving across the screen.

Line 100 of the program will clear the screen and magnify all
sprites. Line 200 will redefine character 92 into the shape of a
sailboat. Line 300 will place a row of carets (A) across the screen.
Line400will create sprite #1 using character 92.The color of the
sprite will be blue. The sprite will begin at position 101,30 and
proceed with a horizontal speed of 10. Line500will prevent the
program from ending.

When the program is executed, a sprite with the shape of a
sailboat will move across the screen.

To stop the program, press FCTN 4 (CLEAR).
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• EX BASIC

CALL VCHAR • ST BASIC

The CALL VCHAR statement accesses the subprogram VCHAR.
The VCHAR subprogram is used to place characters at specified
positions on the screen.

Configuration

CALL VCHAR(row, column, ASCII code ^repetition])

The first two parameters, row and column, determine the
position where the character will be displayed. The screen is
divided into 24 rows and 32 columns. Therefore, the specified
row must be a number from 1 to 24 and the specified column
must be a number from 1 to 32.

The third parameter, ASCII code, is the ASCII code of the
character that is to be placed at the specified position.

The fourth parameter, repetitions, is optional, repetition must
be a number from 1 to 32767. The repetition specifies the
number of times that the specified character is to be repeated.
The specified number of characters will be repeated vertically.

If no parameter is included for repetition, the character will be
displayed only once.

Example

> CALL VCHAR(5,15,65,10)

The preceding example contains a CALL VCHARstatement that
will display a column of ten letter A's starting at position 5,15 on
the screen.
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• EX BASIC

CALL VERSION d ST BASIC

CALL VERSION accesses the subprogram VERSION. The sub
program VERSION returns a value that corresponds to the type
of BASIC being used. Extended BASIC returns a value of 110.

Configuration

CALLVERSION(a)

The parameter of the CALL VERSION statement is a numeric
variable.

CHR$

Example

>CALLVERSION(A)

> PRINT A

110

• EX BASIC

• ST BASIC

The CHR$ function returns the character with the ASCII code
specified by the argument. The ASCII codes correspond to the
values between 0 and 255. Ifthe argument is not an integer, it will
be rounded off.

Configuration

X$= CHR$(a)

Example

> PRINT CHR$(65)
A
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• EX BASIC

CLOSE • ST BASIC

The CLOSE statement closes a file that has been opened for
input, output, or both. Closing a file that has not been opened
will result in a FILE ERROR message. Closing a tile causes the
computer to no longer associate a particular tilenumber with its
corresponding tile.

Configuration

CLOSE #a(:DELETE)

The tilenumber must be a number between 1 and 255 inclusive.
To close a particular tile, the tilenumber used in the CLOSE
statement must be the same as the filenumber used in the
corresponding OPEN statement.

Example

CLOSE #2

The CLOSE statment has a DELETE option. When used in a CLOSE
statement, the DELETE option erases the file that was closed. The
DELETE option can only be used to erase a disk file.

Example

CLOSE #1 : DELETE

• EX BASIC

CONTINUE (CON) • ST BASIC

The CONTINUE command causesthe execution ofa program to
resume after a breakpoint.

Configuration

CONTINUE
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A breakpoint is an interruption in the execution of a program
due to a BREAK statement or the CLEAR command (FCTN 4).

When the CONTINUE command is executed, the program
execution resumes at the exact point where it was stopped. The
CONTINUE command cannot be used in instances where an

error was encountered or where program lines were added or
edited. Ifan attempt is made to use the CONTINUE command in
such a circumstance, the following message will be displayed.

*CAN'T CONTINUE

Example

>100 A = 7

>200 PRINT A

>300 BREAK

>400 PRINT A

>RUN

7

* BREAKPOINT IN 300

>CON

7

Notice in the preceding example that even after the breakpoint,
the computer retained the value of the variable A.

Variables will retain their values after a breakpoint. Variables will
be cleared, however, if the program is edited in any way.

• EX BASIC

COS • ST BASIC

The COS function returns the cosine of its argument. In order to
obtain the correct answer, the argument must be in radians.

Configuration

X = COS(a)
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Example

>100 Y = 3.14159269

> 200 X = COS(Y)
>300 PRINT X

>RUN

-1

• EX BASIC

DATA • ST BASIC

The DATA statement supplies information that can be assigned
to variables through READ statements. A DATA statement can
include numeric values, string values or both.

DATA items are separated by commas. Therefore, string values
that contain commas will be read as separate data items. For
example, DATA DOE, JOHN is a DATA statement with 2 data
items. However, DATA DOE. JOHN hasonlyone item. Commas
may beincluded in strings within a DATA statement if thestring
is enclosed in quotation marks ("). For example, the following
DATA statement hasonly one data item. DATA "JOHN, STEVE,
PAT, TOM".

Configuration

a \,bDATA , ,
a$ \, b$I

The DATA statement includesa list ofconstantvalues knownasa
DATA list. The items in theDATA list areassigned sequentially to
the variables in the READ statement.

Therefore, theorder in which DATA statements appear is very
important.

The DATA list uses a pointer to indicate which value within the
list is to be assigned to the next variable in a READ statement.
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Before the first READ statement is ecnountered, the DATA list
pointer will point at the first value in the DATA list. As values
from the DATA list are assigned to variables in the READ
statement, the pointer will move sequentially to each successive
item in the DATA list.

Example

>100 FOR A = 1 TO 9

>200 READB

>300 PRINT B;
>400 NEXT A

>500 DATA 9,8,7,6
>600 DATA 5,4,3,2,1
>RUNI

987654321

The values from the DATA list must match the type of variable to
which they are assigned in the READ statement. For example, a
string value cannot be assigned to a numeric variable. A numeric
value can be assigned to a string variable, but this numeric value
may no longer be used as a number but rather as a string.

Example

>100 FORJ=1T05

> 200 READ A$
>300 PRINT A$
>400 NEXT J

> 500 DATA TOM C., 25„ 3 + 4 * %, 247

>RUN

TOMC.

25

3 + 4 * %

247

The preceding example shows correct data for a string variable.
Notice the blank line in the output that corresponds to the two
commas in a row. This is read as a string value with no characters
and length equal to zero.
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Ifonly four data items had been supplied with this program, the
message DATA ERROR IN 200 would have been displayed to
notify the user that not enough data had been supplied.

Both standard and scientific notation are acceptable in a DATA
statement. For example, 3.14159266, 2.85E-10, .0001, 35 and -45
are all acceptable DATA statement items that can be assigned to
corresponding numeric variables in a READ statement.

Expressions such as 4 + 5,12/6, and 10*5 will not be evaluated
when assigned to a numeric variable. Instead, they will cause a
DATA ERROR with the line number of the READ statement.

Example

100 FOR I = 1 TO 5

200 READ A$,A
300 PRINT A$,A
400 NEXT I

500 DATA PENCILS, 20, PENS, 25,
RULERS, 40, ERASERS, 50, PAPER,
200, GLUE, 5

The preceding example shows a correct sequence for reading
string and numeric data into correct variables. However, the
READ statement is only called 5 times, and there are 6 sets of
data. Thiswill not cause an error, but the lastset of data (GLUE,5)
will never be read.

Data can only be read once unless a RESTORE statement has
been executed. A RESTORE statement causes the data pointer to
return to a specified DATA statement.
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• EX BASIC

DEF • ST BASIC

The DEF statement allows a user to define a function that can be
used repeatedly in a program.

Configuration

DEF ~[ "*) = function definition(;.)•
The DEF function can be used to manipulate string or numeric
values. The type of values that are returned by the function
depend on the nature of the function definition. However, the
variable name that follows the keyword DEF must be the same
type as the value returned by the function.

The variable name in a DEF statement that is enclosed in
parentheses represents the function's argument. This variable
name is used in the function definition to calculate the value
returned by the function. The type of value used as an argument
must agree with the type of variable used in the function
definition.

Example

> 10 DEF A$ (B) = CHR$(42)&CHR$(B)
>20 PRINT A$(65)
>RUN

*A

The preceding example contains a program that defines a
function. Line 10 contains a DEF statement that defines the

function A$. Since the function name is a string variable, the
function must return a string value.

In the DEF statement, the argument of the A$ function is the
numeric variable B. Asa result, the A$function must always have
a numeric value as an argument.
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The A$ function returns an asterisk, followed by the character
that corresponds to the ASCII code specified by the argument.

Illustration 5-5. Function Definition Examples

function definition argument result

DEF A$(B) = CHR$(B)
DEF A(B$) = ASC(B$)
DEFA(B) = SIN(B) + COS(B)
DEFA$(B$)=SEG$(B$,2,2)

numeric

string
numeric

string

string
numeric

numeric

string

Illustration 5-5contains tour simple DEF statements. The type of
argument that each function requires are also listed. The last
column describes the type of value returned by the function.

DELETE
EX BASIC

ST BASIC

The DELETE command is used to erase programs or files
recorded on a storage device.

Configuration

DELETE "device-name.prog-name"

The DELETE command is generally used with a disk drive to
delete programs and files. The DELETE command cannot be used
with a cassette recorder.

Example

>DELETE "DSK1.PROG1"

The preceding example could be used to erase a program that
had been previously stored on a disk. In this case, the device was
a disk drive (DSK1) and the program name was PROG1.
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DIM

• EX BASIC

• ST BASIC

In Standard BASIC, the DIM statement is used to set aside
memory space for a 1, 2, or 3 dimensional string or numeric
variable. In Extended BASIC, DIM can be used to set aside
memory for an array of up to seven dimensions.

Ifan array variable is used in a program without having first been
dimensioned, that variable will automatically be dimensioned to
11 elements.

Configuration (EX & ST BASIC)

mMlc)) \,V(d[,e][,f\)
DIM

X$(a[,b][,c\) L,Y$(d[,e][,H)

DIM

Configuration (EX BASIC)

X(a[,b,c,d,e,f,g]) \, Y(b[,i,j,k,l,m,n])
X$(a[,b,c,d,e,f,g]) [ ,Y$(b[,i,j,k,l,m,n])

The lowest element number of an array is automatically set to
zero. This can be changed, however, using an OPTION BASE
statement. The highest element number is specified in the DIM
statement. For example, DIM X(100) would dimension a numeric
array of 101 elements. The first element would be identified as
X(0) and the last as X(100).

Variables can also be used with two or three subscripts in
Standard BASIC, and up to seven subscripts in Extended BASIC.
For example, if X is dimensioned by the statement DIM X(2,3),
the following table will result.
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Thevaluesin thistable can be named byXwithtwosubscripts(in
parentheses). The first subscript is the row number, and the
second is the column number. For example, the value of the
shaded block would be X(2,1) because it is row 2, column 1.

Example

100 FORH=0TO1

110 FOR I =0 TO 3

120 FOR J =0 TO 2
130 READ X(H,I,J)
140 PRINT X(H,I,J);
150 NEXT J
160 PRINT

170 NEXT I

180 PRINT

190 PRINT

200 NEXTH

210 DATA 1,2,3,4,5,6
220 DATA 7,8,9,1,2,3
230 DATA 4,5,6,7,8,9
240 DATA 1,2,3,4,5,6

This example shows a technique for assigning values to tables.
This particularexampleusesa three dimensional array. Note that
since none of the subscripts exceed the number 10, a DIM
statement is not necessary. Executing this program would have
the following result.

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

1 2 3

4 5 6

7 8 9

1 2 3

4 5 6

A DIM statement can include any combiation of numeric and
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string variable dimension statements. Forexample, DIMA(10,10),
B(9), A$(90),B$(90) dimensions all four variables in one statement.

Ifa variable isgoing to be used with more than eleven subscripts,
a DIM statement must appear in the program before the
subscripted variable is used. For example, if X is being
dimensioned to 20, DIM X(20) must appear in the program
before the variable X is used.

A variable must always contain a subscript once it has been
dimensioned. Forexample, ifthe statement DIMX(20) appeared
in a program, all references to the variable Xmust be made in the
form X(Y) where Yis an integer between 0 and 20.

• EX BASIC

DISPLAY • ST BASIC

The DISPLAY statement is similar to the PRINT statement.
However, a DISPLAY statement may not be used to write to any
device other than the screen.

Configuration

DISPLAY (expression) (;)...

Example

>200 READA$, B
>300 DISPLAY A$; "IS"; B; "YEARS OLD"
>600 DATA TIM, 21
>RUN

TIM IS 21 YEARS OLD

DISPLAY can be used in Extended BASIC in the same manner as it

is used in Standard BASIC. However, in Extended BASIC, many
more options are available.
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Configuration

DISPLAY [AT(row, column)] [BEEP] [ERASE ALL]
[SIZE (parameter):] expression

TheAToption isused to specifythe position of the output on the
screen. The data willbe printed at the specified row and column.
The screen is divided into 24 rows and 28 columns.

The BEEP option causes a short tone to be generated when the
data is being printed.

The ERASE ALL option causes the entire screen to clear before
the data is printed. Therefore, when the data isprinted, nothing
else appears on the screen.

Example

100 DISPLAY AT (6,6) BEEP ERASE ALL: "NAMES AND ADDRESSES"
200 FORT = 7 TO 12

300 READ B$

400 DISPLAY AT (T,6):B$

500 NEXTT

600 DATA JOHN DOE, 4444 ROCKHAVEN

700 DATA JANE LANG, 6526 FRANKLEN

The first DISPLAY statement in the preceding example will clear
the screen, generate a short tone, and print the phrase NAMES
AND ADDRESSES starting at position 6,6 on the screen.

The second display statement prints the actual names and
addresses.

When executed, the preceding example will generate the
following output.
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NAMES AND ADDRESSES

JOHN DOE
4444 ROCKHAVEN

JANE LANG
6526 FRANKLEN

Another option of DISPLAY is the SIZE option. SIZE determines
the number of spaces on the line to be cleared for the data. Ifthe
SIZE option is not used, an entire line will be cleared.

Example

>10 A$ = "WILLIAM JONES"
> 20 DISPLAY AT(23,5) SIZE(7):A$
> RUN WILLIAM -* program output

The preceding example contains a programthat usesthe AT and
SIZE options with a DISPLAY statement. At line 10, the variable
A$ isassigned a value. At line 20,a DISPLAY statement specifies
screen location (23,5). This location is 5 spaces from the left
margin on the last line of the display. The SIZE option specifies
that only seven spaces are available for the output.

When the RUN command is executed, the output is displayed
one space to the right of the keyword RUN. Only the firstseven
characters of the string are actually output. The value of A$ is
truncated because of the SIZE option of the DISPLAY statement.

• EX BASIC

DISPLAY USING • ST BASIC

By including the keyword USING in a DISPLAY statement, a
printing format may be specified. The printing format specifies
the configuration of the output.
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Configuration

DISPLAY [options:] USING
{"expression" I
1 line number f

[.data list]

The options specified after DISPLAY are the same as all the
options discussed previously (AT, BEEP, ERASE ALL, and SIZE).
The expression after the USING statement consists of special
characters that are used in defining the format in which the data
list is to be displayed. These special characters are listed in Table
5-4 on page 194.

Illustration 5-5. Values, Format Strings and Results

VALUE FORMAT RESULT

7 $##.## $7.00
667 ###.# 667.0

5674 ## 6E+03

994 TI###A TI994A

235 $### $235
8757 ### ***

8.235 #.# 8.2

9 ### 9

78 +## +78

1.9 # 2

.999 # 1

Illustration 5-5 shows how different formats will effect the dis

play of different numbers.

A line number can also be included in a USING statement. Line

number must be the program line number of an IMAGE
statement. The IMAGE statement is used to define a format that

can be used with more than one DISPLAY or PRINT statement.
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D EX BASIC

EDIT • ST BASIC

The EDIT command displays a line for editing. The EDIT
command also instructs the computer to enter the EditMode. In
the Edit Mode, existing program lines can be changed or
deleted.

Configuration

EDIT line number

An alternative method for entering the Edit Mode (other than
executing EDIT) is to enter a line number and then press either
FCTN t or FCTN J.

The EDIT command cannot be used in Extended BASIC. The Edit

Mode can only be entered by using the FCTN keys as previously
explained. Once in the Edit Mode, program lines are edited in
the same fashion, regardless of the version of BASIC.

In the Edit Mode, the specified program line will be displayed
with the cursor at its beginning. By using special function keys,
the cursor can be moved along the line to be edited, and
changes can be made. The only portion of the line that cannot be
changed is the line number.

The following keys are used in the Edit Mode.

ENTER —The ENTER key willenter the line, whether or not
it has been changed, into the computer's memory. ENTER
will also cause the computer to leave the Edit Mode.

FCTN t — This key causes the line being displayed for
editing to be entered into memory. The line with the next
lowest line number is then displayed for editing. If a line
with a lower line number does not exist, the computer will
leave the Edit Mode.
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FCTN I — This key causes the line being displayed for
editing to be entered into memory. The line with the next
highest line number is then displayed for editing. If a line
with a higher linenumber doesnotexist, thecomputerwill
leave the Edit Mode.

FCTN « This key is used to move the cursor to the left.
The cursor will move backward in theline without changing
or deleting any characters.

FCTN This key is used for moving the cursor to the
right. Thecursorwill move forward alongthe linewithout
changing or deleting any characters.

FCTN 2 (INSERT) —This key is used to insert characters in a
program line.Tousethiskey, movethe cursor (using FCTN
—and FCTN —) to the point where additional characters are
needed. Then, depress the INSERT key and proceed by
typing the additional characters. Any characters to the right
of the cursor will automatically moveto the rightascharac
ters are inserted. Once the addition has been made, the
linecanbe entered intomemory using either ENTER, FCTN t,
or FCTN 1.

FCTN 1 (DELETE) —This key is usedto delete anyunwanted
characters from a line. To delete a character or set of
characters, move thecursor (using FCTN - and FCTN —) to
the leftmost character to be deleted. Once the cursor is
over the character to be deleted, depress FCTN 1. The
computerwill delete thecharacter andautomatically move
everything to the right of the cursor one space to the left.

FCTN 4 (CLEAR) —This keycauses the computer to leave
the Edit Mode. However, any changes made in the line
being editedwill notbestored. The line being editedwhen
the CLEAR key isused will not be altered. Itwill be stored in
its original form.

FCTN 3 (ERASE) —This key erases the entire line being
edited. The only portion of the line not erased is the line
number.
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• EX BASIC

END • ST BASIC

An END statement ends the execution of the program. An ENDis
not necessary at the end of a program because execution stops
automatically after the last statement. However, it is a good
programming technique to end BASIC programs with an END
statement.

Configuration

END

When an END statement is executed, all files opened in the
program will be closed.

Example

100 INPUT X

200 IF X< = 10 THEN 500

300 PRINT "X IS LARGER THAN 10"

400 GOTO 100

500 END

The program in the previous example willend only ifa value of X
is entered which is less than or equal to 10.

• EX BASIC

EOF • ST BASIC

The EOF (End Of File) function is used to determine if the end of
a file has been reached.

Configuration

EOF(r7/enumber)
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The filenumber in the EOF function must correspond to a tile-
number used in an OPEN statement.

If the end of the file has been reached, the EOF function will
return a value of 1. If the end of file has not been reached, the
EOF function will return a value of 0. If the end of file has been
reached due to mechanical reasons such as a full disk or
mechanical failure, the EOF function will return a value of -1.

Example

100 OPEN #1: "DSK1.TEST", INPUT, FIXED
200 IF EOF(1) THEN 9999

The preceding example contains a portion of a program that
uses the EOF function to transfer program control to line 9999 if
the end of the file has been reached.

• EX BASIC

EXP • ST BASIC

The EXP function returns the exponential of the argument. The
exponential is the approximate value of e (2.718281828) raised to
the power of the argument.

Configuration

X = EXP(a)

Example

> PRINT EXP(5)
148.4131591
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• EX BASIC

FOR • ST BASIC

A FOR statement is used with a NEXT statement to form a
repetitive loop within a program.

Configuration

FOR A=aTOb[STEPc]

Every FORstatement must have a corresponding NEXT statement.

Example

>10 FOR J = 1 TO 5

>20 PRINT J;
>30 NEXT J

>RUN

12 3 4 5

In the previous example, the FOR/NEXT loop is repeated five
times. Line20isthe only statement inside the loop, however, any
number of program lines can be placed within a loop.

In line 10, J is assigned the value 1. J is referred to as a counter.
The value of J is incremented when a NEXT J statement is
executed. Here, the program returns to the FOR statement,
where J is incremented byone. Thisloop is repeated until J isset
equal to 5.When the counter (J) hasbeen set equal to the final
value (5), and the loop has been executed, the program will
proceed with the statement following NEXT J.

A FOR/NEXT loop can use a STEP statement to increment the
counter by a value other than 1.
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Example

>10 FOR J = 1 TO 2 STEP .5
>20 PRINT J;
>30 NEXT J
>RUN

1 1.5 2

The preceding example contains a FOR/NEXT loop that in
crements the value of J by .5 each time the loop is executed.

A FOR/NEXT loop can also be used to decrease the value of the
counter. This can be accomplished by using the optional STEP
statement within the FOR statement. If the STEP statement has a
negative argument, the counter isdecreased each time the loop
isexecuted. The following example illustratesa FOR/NEXT loop
in which the counter is decremented rather than incremented.

Example

> 10 FOR K = 10 TO 5 STEP -2

>20 PRINT K;
>30 NEXTK

>RUN

10 8 6

This loop begins at line 10 by assigning the counter (K) the value
10. At line 20 the value of K is printed. When line 30 is
encountered, execution continues at line 10, because the NEXT
statement returns the program to the preceding FORstatement.
The value of the counter is changed by the argument of STEP.
Since the STEP value is -2, the counter is decreased by 2. The
value of the counter is changed to 8. At line 20, the new value of
Kis printed. Line 30 isexecuted again, so the program returns to
the FOR statement at line 10.The counter isagain decremented
by 2. The new value of Kis6. At line 20, this Kvalue is printed.

When line 30 isexecuted again, the program does not return to
line 10. The current value of the counter is 6, and if the counter
was to be decremented again, the counter would be 4. However,
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4 is less than the final value specified in the FOR statement (the
argument of TO).As a result, the loop does not continue after K=
6 because another decrement would make the counter less than
the final value (5).

If the counter of a loop is being incremented, the loop will be
executed until the counter would exceed the final value if it
were incremented again. For example: FOR J = 1 TO 4 STEP 2
would be executed withJequal to 1and 3.Thecounter (J) would
exceed the final value (4) if it were incremented again.

A FOR/NEXT loop should be executed as if it were a single
statement. An attempt to branch into a FOR/NEXT loop will
cause an error.

Example

> 10 GOTO 30

>20 FORT = 1TO10

>30 PRINT T

>40 NEXTT

>RUN

0

* CAN'T DO THAT IN 40

In general, branching out of a FOR/NEXT loop will not cause an
error. However, exiting a loop before it hascompleted should be
avoided.

• EX BASIC

GOSUB • ST BASIC

GOSUB branches program control to the subroutine beginning
at the line number specified by its argument.

Configuration

GOSUB In



TI-99/4A BASIC Reference Guide 189

Subroutines can be called from any part of a program. A RETURN
statement, at the end of a subroutine, causes the program to
resume execution with the statement directly after the GOSUB
statement.

Subroutines are convenient to use when the same set of

operations need to be repeated at different parts of a program.

Example

>10 FOR J =0 TO 2

>20 GOSUB 100

>30 NEXT J

> 40 J = 5

>50 GOSUB 100

>60 END

>100 PRINT J;
>110 RETURN

>RUN

0 12 5

The previous example illustrates a subroutine that is called 4
times, from 2 different parts of the program. In this example,
only one statement is included in the subroutine. However,
many statements can be included in a subroutine.

Line 10 begins a FOR/NEXT loop. The counter (J) is set equal to 0
the first time through the loop. Line 20calls the subroutine at line
100. As a result, line 100 is executed next. The subroutine prints
the value of j and proceeds to line 110. At line 110, the program is
returned to the point where the subroutine was called (line 20).

The statement at line 30 is then executed. The NEXT statement

causes the loop to be incremented and repeated. The counter (J)
is set equal to 1, and the subroutine is called again from line 20.
At line 100, the value of J is printed. Line 110 returns the program
to line 20.

These steps are also repeated for J = 2. When the loop has been
executed 3 times, the program will proceed to line 40. j is
assigned the value 5, and the subroutine is called again at line 50.
The subroutine prints the value of J. The program then returns to
line 60 where it ends.
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GOSUBcan also be used with ON to branch a program to one of
several subroutines.

Configuration

ON EX GOSUB In [In,...]

The expression after the ON statement indicates which line
number the program proceeds to. This is called the control
expression. The control is evaluated and rounded off. If the
value is negative, an error occurs. Ifthe value of the control is1,
the program continues at the first line number after GOSUB. If
the control isequal to 2, the program continues at the second
line number after GOSUB, etc.

If the value of the control is0 or greater than the number of line
numbers, an error occurs.

Example

ON X GOSUB 100, 200, 300, 400

This statement executes the subroutine at line 100 if X=1. If X= 2,
the subroutine at line 200 is executed. If X =3, the subroutine at
line 300 is executed. If X = 4, the subroutine at line 400 is
executed. If X= 0 or X is greater than 4, an error occurs.

• EX BASIC

GOTO • ST BASIC

The GOTO statement causes the program to procceed at the
indicated line number.

Configuration

GOTO In
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Example

>10 X = X+1

>20 IFXA2>50THEN50

>30 PRINT X;

>40 GOTO 10

>50 END

>RUN

12 3 4 5 6 7

The previous example demonstrates the use of GOTO. Line 10
increases the value of Xby 1. Line 20 ends the program when X
squared is greater than 50. When line 40 is executed, the
program returns to line 10. This program repeats lines 10 through
40 until the program is ended or branched out of the loop. The
program ends when X= 8 because 8 squared is greater than 50.

GOTO isalso used with an ON statement to branch a program to
one of several lines.

Configuration

ON ex GOTO In [,ln,...]

The expression after the ON statement indicates which line
number the program proceeds to. This is called the control
expression. The control is evaluated and rounded off. If the
value is negative, an error occurs. If the value of the control is 1,
the program continues at the first line number after GOTO. If
the value is 2, the program continues at the second line number
after GOTO, etc.

Example

10 FORJ=1T0 3
20 ON J GOTO 30,50,70
30 PRINT "J =1"
40 GOTO 80

50 PRINT "J =2"
60 GOTO 80

70 PRINT "J =3"
80 NEXT J
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The previous example is a program that uses an ON/GOTO
branch. Line10 begins a FOR/NEXT loop that is repeated 3 times.
The first time through the loop, the counter (J) isset equal to 1. At
line 20, the program is branched to the first line number after
GOTO because the control (J) is equal to 1. At line 30, the
message J=1 is printed. The program issent to line 80, where the
NEXT J ischosen. Since the loop increments the counter by 1, the
counter isset equal to 2during the second execution of the loop.
At line 20, the program is branched to line 50, the second line
number after GOTO. At line 50,the message J=2 is printed. The
loop is repeated again with J set equal to 3. At line 20, the
program branches to line 70, the third choice. At line 70, the
message J = 3 is printed. The loop is complete so the program
ends.

If the control expression (argument of ON) equals zero or a
number greater than the number of choices, an error occurs.

• EX BASIC

IF • ST BASIC

The IF statement is used with a THEN statement to branch a

program if a particular condition is true.

Configuration (EX & ST BASIC)

IF expression THEN In [ELSE In]

The expression that follows IF can be logical, relational or
algebraic. Any of the logical, relational or algebraic operators
can be used in this expression.

The expression in an IF THEN statement is used to control the
program flow. Ifthe expression istrue, the program branches to
the line number that follows THEN. If the expression is false, the
program branches to the line number that follows ELSE.
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If an ELSE statement is not included with IF and THEN, a false
expression causes the program to proceed to the next line.

Example

100 IF X > Y THEN 600 ELSE 1000

The preceding example statement uses the expression X> Yto
control the branching of the program. Ifthe value of the variable
Xisgreater than the value of Y, program control branches to line
600. If the value of X is less than or equal to the value of Y,
program control branches to line 1000.

IF THEN ELSE statements can be used in Extended BASIC in the
same manner in which they are used in Standard BASIC.
However, Extended BASIC allows additional statements to be
included within the IF THEN ELSE statement.

Configuration (EX BASIC)

\ In | L In
,-..... i statement [::statement]... I statement [:-.statement]

IF expression THEN \ fELSE

Extended BASIC allows the use of both line numbers and
statements after THEN and ELSE. Multiple statements can also be
included. However, some statements may not be used with IF
THEN ELSE. These statements are DATA, DEF, DIM, FOR, NEXT,
OPTION BASE, SUB and SUBEND.

Example

100 IF X > Y THEN PRINT X::GOTO 500 ELSE PRINT Y::END

The previousexampleshowsthat multiplestatements can follow
a THEN or ELSE statement in Extended BASIC. When more than
one statement is used, be sure to separate the individual
statements with a double colon (::).

If the condition in the IF THEN ELSE statement is true, the
statements followingthe THEN statement will be executed. Ifthe
condition is false, the statements following the ELSE statement
will be executed.
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• EX BASIC

IMAGE a ST BASIC
The IMAGE statement specifiesthe format used when displaying
data. The IMAGE statement does not cause any data to be
output, but it defines a format that can be used to output data
with a PRINT USING or DISPLAY USING statement.

Configuration

IMAGE "expression"

The expression within all IMAGE statements is of the same
format asthe expression used in the PRINT USING and DISPLAY
USING statements. The expression consists of special characters
used to define the format of the output. These special characters
are listed in Table 5-4.

In general, any string can be placed within the quotation marks.
The string will appear in the output exactly as it does in the
IMAGE expression.

Table 5-4. Special Format Characters

# specifies a digit position. If the number being printed
has fewer digits than allowed by the formatting char
acters, the number will be right justified in the for
matting field. If the number being printed has more
digits to the left of the decimal point than allowed by
the formatting characters, several asterisks (*) will
appear in place of the number.

a decimal point may be inserted anywhere in the
format field. It will appear in the number as it does in
the format field.

aaa awhen four or five carats are placed at the end of the
format string, scientific notation is used. The largest
number which can be displayed usingAAAAA is
9.9999999E + 127.
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The following example demonstrates the use of an IMAGE
statement.

Example

>10 IMAGE "COST: $##.##"
>20 PRINT USING 10: 23.475
>RUN

COST: $23.48

Note that the value that is output is not the same value that
appears in the PRINT USING statement. The value is rounded off
in order to achieve the format defined in line 10.

Although Extended BASIC offers multiple statement lines, the
IMAGE statement must be the only statement on a particular
line. If an IMAGE statement is not alone on a line, an error
generally will not occur, but the program may not work
properly.

• EX BASIC

INPUT • ST BASIC

The INPUT statement permits data entry from the keyboard
while the program is being executed.

Configuration

INPUT rprompT:^^}
When an INPUT statement is encountered, a question mark
appears on the displayasa signalfor the operator to enter data. A
prompt message can also be included to print a message when
an INPUT statement is executed. However, if a prompt is
included, the question mark does not appear on the display.
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An INPUT statement can include a combination of numeric and
string variables.Valuescan be assignedto each variable with one
response. The values of a multiple response must be separated
bycommas. The response to an INPUT statement must alwaysbe
ended by pressing the ENTER key.

The following warning message is dispalyed if the number of
values entered does not match the number of variables in the
corresponding INPUT statement.

♦WARNING

INPUT ERROR IN line number

This previous warning isalsogenerated ifa stringvalue isentered
where a numeric value is expected.

Example

> 100 INPUT "ITEM, QTY.? ":ITEM$, QTY
>200 PRINT ITEM$;QTY
>RUN

ITEM, QTY? PENS, 1200 -user's response
PENS 1200

The preceding example demonstrates the use of an INPUT
statement to assign values to two variables. When the program is
executed, the prompt "ITEM, QTY?" isdisplayed on the screen.
The computer then waits for an appropriate response from the
keyboard.

The two values that are entered are PENS and 1200. The data that
isentered isdisplayed on the screen immediately to the right of
the prompt. The PRINT statement at line 200causes the values of
the two variables to be displayed on the screen.

If a string value that contains one or more commas is used in
response to an INPUT statement, the string must be enclosed in
quotation marks. Otherwise, the commas will be interpreted as
delimiters instead of characters in the string. When string values
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are enclosed in quotation marks, the quotation marks are not
considered part of the string.

• EX BASIC

INPUT # -ST BASIC

The INPUT# statement is used to read data from an input device,
and assign the values to variables.

Configuration

IN PUT #r7/enumber [,REC record number]: variable [variable]...

The filenumber is the number assigned to theappropriate input
file. The filenumber must have been used in an OPENstatement
prior to being used in an INPUT # statement.

The specified variable is assigned thevalue ofthedata item input
from the appropriate device.

The record number is used with relative files to specify the
position of the data pointer. The data pointer determines the
position of the current data item in a relative file.

The data items being read and assigned tovariables may befrom
a sequential fileon cassette,from a sequential or relative fileon
diskette, from a communications device, orfrom the keyboard.

The type of data being read from the file must agree with the
specified variable type.

When numeric items are being read, any leading blank spaces
will be ignored. Numeric data can only include the digits 0
through 9, and thefollowing special characters when appropriate.

. + -E
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Leading blank spaces are ignored when string data is being
input.

Quotation marks may not be used within a sring, but may be
used to enclosea string ifnecessary. Generally quotation marks
are needed only if a string contains a comma.

Example

100 INPUT #1, REC3: A$

The previous example contains an INPUT statement that will
retrieve data from file number one starting at record number 3.
Thisdata will be assigned to the variable A$.

• EX BASIC

INT • ST BASIC

The INT function returns the largest integer that is less than or
equal to the argument.

Configuration

X = INT(a)

Examples

> PRINT INT (13.9)
13

> PRINT INT (-4.7)
-5
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• EX BASIC

LEN • ST BASIC

The LEN function returns the number of characters in a string
value or variable, including spacesand punctuation.

Configuration

X = LEN (string)

Example

>100 A$= "JONES, BILL"
>200 PRINT LEN (A$)
>300 PRINT LEN ("BILL JONES")
>RUN

10

10

Line 100assigns A$ a string value. Line 200 displays the number of
characters in the variable A$. Line 300 displays the number of
characters in the string "BILL JONES".

• EX BASIC

LET • ST BASIC

The LET statement is optional. It is used to assign a value to a
variable.

Configuration (EX & ST BASIC)
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Thetypeofvariable inanassignment statement must correspond
to the value of the expression. For example, if the variable is a
string, the value of the expression must also be a string. If the
variable is numeric then the value of the expression must be an
integer or real number.

Any type of expression that returns an appropriate valuecan be
used in an assignment statement.

Examples

LET X = 250

X = Y + 25

A = B>C

A$ = "TIMM."

Extended BASIC allows one value to be assigned to more than
one variable simultaneously.

Configuration (EX BASIC)

[LET]

Examples

LETA,B,C,D,E = 10
A$,B$,C$,D$ = "TIM'

• EX BASIC

LINPUT d ST BASIC

The LINPUT statement is used to assign an entire line of data to a
string variable.



TI-99/4A BASIC Reference Guide 201

Configuration

LINPUT ["prompt":] string variable

The LINPUT statement will assign an entire line of text to the
specified string variable. The data assigned to the string variable
will include spaces, quotation marks, and commas. A line of
input will be ended when the Enter key is pressed.

A prompt message can be included to print a message when an
LINPUT statement is executed.

Example

>100 LINPUT A$
>200 PRINT A$
>RUN

? OUTPUT 23-35,40 -user's response
OUTPUT 23-35,40

• EX BASIC

LINPUT # d ST BASIC

The LINPUT # statement is used to assign an entire line of data
from an input device to a string variable.

Configuration

LINPUT # filenumber [,RECrecord number]: string variable

The filenumber is the number assigned to the appropriate input
file. The filenumber must have been used in an OPEN statement

prior to being used in a LINPUT # statement.

The specified string variable will be assigned the data item that
was input from the file.

The record number is used with relative files to specify the
location of the data pointer. The data pointer determines the
position of the current data item in a relative file.



202 TI-99/4A User's Handbook

Example

100 LINPUT #1,REC 3:A$

The previous example contains a LINPUT # statement that will
assign data from file number 1 to the string variable A$. The data
in record number 3 of the relative file will be assigned to the
variable specified in the LINPUT # statement.

The LINPUT # statement must be preceeded by an appropriate
OPEN statement for the specified filenumber.

• EX BASIC

LIST • ST BASIC

The LIST statement is used to display the contents of the
computer's memory.

Configuration

LIST [device:] [In] — [In]

The arguments of a LIST statement are optional. If the LIST
statement isexecuted without any arguments, the entire program
that is currently in memory will be displayed on the screen.

The arguments of a LIST statement can be used to specify a
particular section of the program. Ifonly one number appears in
a LIST statement, the specified line of the program will be
displayed. If there is no corresponding line number in the
program, the line with the next highest line number will be
displayed. If a line number is specified that is greater than any
line in the program, the line with the largest line number will be
displayed.

Ifa LIST statement has one argument, followed by a dash, every
line of the program with a line number greater than or equal to
the argument will be displayed.
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If a LIST statement hasone argumentpreceded bya dash,every
lineof the program with a line number less than or equal to the
argument will be displayed.

Examples

LIST 100

LIST 10-100

LIST 10-

LIST -100

The first statement in the preceding example displays line 100.
The second example displays all the lines in the program
numbered from 10to 100 inclusive. The third example displays
line number 10 along with all the subsequent lines of the
program. The fourth example displays all the lines of the
program in memory up to and including line number 100.

A listing can be stopped in both Standard BASIC and Extended
BASIC by pressing FCTN 4 (CLEAR). However, Extended BASIC
allows a listing to be stopped and restarted again. To interrupt
the listing of an Extended BASIC program, hold down any key
until the listing stops. To restart the listing, simply press any key
on the keyboard.

By including a proper device name after the list command,
programs can be written to devicesother than the screen. Proper
device names include "TP", "DSK1" and "RS232".

Examples

LIST "RS232" : 100 — 200
LIST "TP"

The first statement in the preceding example sends a listing of
lines 100 through 200 to the RS232 interface. The second
statement sends a listing of the entire program in memory to the
thermal printer.
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• EX BASIC

LOG • ST BASIC

The LOGfunction returns the natural logarithm of the argument.
The natural log function is undefined for arguments less than or
equal to zero.

Configuration

X = LOG (a)

Examples

> PRINT LOG (2.718281829)
1.

> PRINT LOG (-1)
* BAD ARGUMENT

A BAD ARGUMENT message is displayed when a zero or
negative argument is used.

• EX BASIC

MAX D ST BASIC

The MAX function returns the largest of its two arguments.

Configuration

X = MAX (a, b)

Example

> PRINT MAX (8, 3)
8

>A = 15:: B = 27:: PRINT MAX (A, B)
27
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• EX BASIC

MERGE d ST BASIC

MERGE is used to recover programs that have been saved on
disk. MERGE can only be used to load programs that were
recorded on disk with the SAVE command including the MERGE
option.

Configuration

MERGE device name . file name

When the MERGE statement is executed, the computer's mem
ory will not be erased. The new program being loaded will be
placed in memory together with any existing program lines. For
example, if the program in memory contained line numbers 10,
20, 30..., and the program being loaded (using MERGE) con
tained line numbers 5, 15, 25, 35,..., the resulting program in
RAM would include the line numbers from each of the two
programs.

MERGE does not alter the program in memory unless the
program being merged has the same line numbers as the
program in memory. For example, if the program in memory
containsline numbers10,20,30,40,50, and 60 and the program
being merged contains 10,20,30,45,55,70,80, and 100, the new
program in memory will contain all of the newly entered
program, but only lines 40, 50, and 60of the original program.
Theoriginal lines10,20, and 30will be replacedwith lines10,20,
and30 beingloaded from disk. Lines 40,50, and60 ofthe original
program remain unchanged.

MERGE isthe onlystatement that can recovera program without
clearing the memory first.

Example

MERGE DSK1.TEST
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The preceding example demonstrates the format of a MERGE
statement. The disk file TEST is merged with the program that
currently resides in the computer's memory. Before a program
can be merged, it must first be saved with the MERGE option.
The following SAVE statement demonstrates theformat used to
save a program that is intended to be merged.

>SAVE DSK1.TEST,MERGE

Aprogram saved in this manner cannot be recovered with the
OLD command. Only MERGE can be used to reload programs
that are saved with the MERGE option.

• EX BASIC

MIN D ST BASIC

The MIN function returns the smallest of its two arguments.

Configuration

X= MIN(a, b)

Examples

> PRINT MIN (16, 7)
7

> A = 6 :: B = 3 :: PRINT MIN (A, B)

3
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• EX BASIC

NEW • ST BASIC

The NEW command eliminates the current program in the
computer's memory. The NEW command also erases all variables
and closes any open files.

Configuration

NEW

Example

>NEW

• EX BASIC

NEXT • ST BASIC

The NEXT statement is used with a FOR statement to form a
repetitive section of a program.

Configuration

NEXTX

A FOR statement begins a loop, and a NEXT statement ends it.
The FOR statement sets an initial value and a final value for the
counter. The optional STEP statement specifies the amount that
the counter is increased or decreased each time the loop is
executed.

Example

10 FOR J = TO 10 STEP 2
20 PRINT J
30 NEXT J
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In the previous example, the variableJ isthe counter. The initial
value of the counter is1, and the final value is10.The value of the
counter is incremented by 2 each time the loop is executed.

The section of the program between the FOR and NEXT
statements is repeated for each different value of the counter.
Each time the NEXT statement is executed, the value of the
counter is changed by the STEP argument value. The loop is
repeated for each value of the counter. Inthe previous example,
the loop is repeated 5 times, with the counter equal to 1,3,5,7,
and 9.The initial value of the counter (J) is1,and it isincreased by
2each time the loop isexecuted because of the STEP 2statement.

If no STEP statement is used, the counter value increases by 1
each time a NEXT statement is executed.

A FOR/NEXT loop can also have a decreasing counter. Ifthe STEP
argument is negative, the value of the counter decreases each
time the loop is executed.

An increasing counter will repeat the loop until one more
increase would make the counter greater than the final value. A
decreasing counter will repeat the loop until one more decrease
would make the counter less than the final value.

When a loop has been completed, the statement after the NEXT
statement will be executed.

• EX BASIC

NOT D ST BASIC

The NOT statement is used as logical negation.

Configuration

NOT ex
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The NOT operation isexecuted accordingto the following truth
table.

A NOT A

0

-1

-1

0

Theconditions of true and falseare represented by the values -1
andO.

NOT statements are generally used in IF/THEN statements.

Example

10 Y = 5

20 IF NOT Y = 4 THEN 999

30 PRINT "Y IS EQUALTO 4"
999 END

The program in the preceding example contains a NOTstatement
as part of an IF/THEN statement. At line 10, the variable Y is
assigned the value 5. At line 20, the statement NOT Y = 4 is the
condition of the IF/THENstatement. Since the value of Yis 5, the
statement 5=4 isfalse. As a result, NOTY=4istrue, and program
control branches to line 999. When Yhas any value other than 4,
the program has no output.

A NOT statement can also have a numeric argument. The NOT
operation returns a numeric value according to the formula
NOT A = (-A) -1. A numeric argument for a NOT statement is
always rounded offso a NOT statement isalways evaluated to an
integer. The NOT operation of integers can be represented by
the following illustration.

.,-3,-2,-1,0,1,2,
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• EX BASIC

NUMBER (NUM) • ST BASIC

The NUMBER command results in a new line number being
generated every time the user types in a program line and
presses the ENTER key.

Configuration

NUMBER [number] [,'mcrement]

The specified number determines the first line which will be
generated. The specified increment determines the amount to
be added to the previous line number to generate the next line
number.

The NUMBER command is generally used when entering
programs. This saves the user the task of typing the line numbers.

If no parameters are included in the NUMBER command, the
beginning line number will be 100 and each new line number
will be incremented by 10.

Ifa beginning line number isspecified in the NUMBER command,
but the increment is not specified, the increment will be 10. Ifan
increment is specified without an original line number, the first
line number will be 100. Besure to precede the increment value
by a comma when a beginning line number is not specified.

When the NUMBERis in effect, a line number that already exists
in the program may be generated. When the number of an
existing program line is generated, the entire program line
appears on the display. This line can then be changed, deleted or
saved without any revisions. If the ENTER key is pressed before
any changes are made, the line will remain in memory and a new
line number will be generated.
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There are two ways of exiting the NUMBER mode. If the user
presses the ENTER keywithout firsttyping ina line, the computer
returns to normal operation. The CLEAR command (FCTN 4) can
also be used to exit the NUMBER mode. However, the current
line being entered is erased when the CLEAR command is used.

Examples

NUM

NUM 100, 20
NUM 1000

NUM, 100

In the preceding example, the first command will generate the
line numbers 100,110,120,130 ... . The second command will
generate the line numbers 100,120,140.... The third command
will generate the line numbers 1000,1010,1020,1030.... The line
numbers generated by the final NUMBER command will be 100,
200, 300, etc.

• EX BASIC

OLD • ST BASIC

The OLDcommand is used to retrieve programs that have been
stored on disk or cassette.

Configuration

OLD device name [.program name]

Both a device name and a programname must be specified when
retrieving programs from a disk. The proper device names for a
disk drive are DSK1, DSK2,... Thedevice name must correspond
to the disk drive that contains the specified disk file. The
program name that was used to save the program must also be
used to retrieve the program.
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Entering the OLD command causes the program with the
specified program name to be loaded from the disk drive.

Example

OLD DSK1.PROGRAM1

The preceding example demonstrates the format of an OLD
command. The device name (DSK1) specifies disk drive number
1, and PROGRAM1 is the name of the program.

Using the OLD command with a cassette recorder involves
several steps. The command OLD CS1 must be entered, but a
program name need not be specified.

When an OLD CS1statement isexecuted, a series of prompts are
displayed on the screen. These prompts guide the user through
the steps required to operate the cassette recorder.

Example

>OLDCS1

* REWIND CASSETTE TAPE CS1

THEN PRESS ENTER

*PRESS CASSETTE PLAY CS1

THEN PRESS ENTER

* READING

* DATA OK

* PRESS CASSETTE STOP CS1

THEN PRESS ENTER

The preceding example shows the prompts that appear when
the OLD command is entered.

If an error occurs while the program is being loaded, an error
message will appear.
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• EX BASIC

ON BREAK d ST BASIC

An ON BREAK statement determines the action that will be
taken when a breakpoint isencountered in a program.

Configuration

j NEXT )
ON BREAK \ STOP /

A breakpoint is an interruption in the execution of a program
due to a BREAK statement or the CLEAR command (FCTN 4).

The keywords STOP and NEXT determine the action that will be
taken when a breakpoint is encountered.

Using the keyword NEXT with the ON BREAK statement causes
breakpoints to be ignored. When the ON BREAK NEXT statement
is included in a program, commands such as BREAK 100 and
FCTN 4 (CLEAR) are ignored. However, if a BREAK statement
without an argument isencountered ina program, a breakpoint
will occur regardless of the ON BREAK NEXT statement.

Using the keyword STOP with the ON BREAK statement causes
program execution to stop when a breakpoint is encountered.
During normal operation, the computer will always stop
execution when a breakpoint is encountered. Therefore, the
ON BREAK STOPstatement corresponds to the default action of
the computer.

An ON BREAK STOPstatement is generally used to counteract
the effect of an ON BREAK NEXT statement. Any number of ON
BREAK statements may be included in a program.
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Example

100 ON BREAK NEXT

program lines
200 BREAK 240, 260
program lines
300 BREAK

program lines

The program in the preceding example contains an ON BREAK
NEXT statement and two BREAK statements. Because of the ON
BREAK NEXT statement, the BREAK statement in line 200 will
have no effect on the program. However, the BREAK statement
in line 300 will cause the program to stop execution. The ON
BREAK NEXT statement has no effect on line 300 since the BREAK
statement is not followed by an argument.

When an ON BREAK NEXT statement is in effect, the program
being executed will not be affected by the Function 4 (CLEAR)
command. Normally the CLEARcommand causes the execution
of the program to be stopped.

• EX BASIC

ON ERROR a ST BASIC

An ON ERROR statement determines the action that will be

taken when an error occurs within a program.

Configuration

ON ERROR {ST'£p}
The Inand the keyword STOP determine the action that will be
taken when an error occurs.
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When a line number is used as the argumentof an ON ERROR
statement, program control will be transferred to the specified
line number when an error occurs.

AnON ERROR statement causesthe transferof programcontrol
to a subroutine in the same manner as a GOSUBstatement. The
execution of the subroutine beginsat the specifiedline number
and continues until a RETURN statement is executed.

The RETURN statement can be used to transfer program control
back to the line that caused the error. The RETURN statement
canalso be used to transfer program control to any other lineof
the program.

Using the keyword STOP with the ON ERROR statement causes
program execution to stop when an error occurs.

During normal operation, the computer will always stop
execution when an error occurs. Therefore the ON ERROR
STOP statement corresponds to the default action of the
computer.

An ON ERROR STOP statement isgenerally used to counteract a
previously executed ON ERROR statement.

Example

100 ON ERROR 500

200 INPUT A

300 PRINT SQR(A)
400 END

500 PRINT "TRY AGAIN"
600 RETURN 200

The preceding example contains a program that uses an ON
ERROR statement. The statement at line 100 causes program
control to branch to line 500 when an error occurs.
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Lines 200 and 300 contain statements that accept numeric input
from the keyboard, assign the value to the variable A, and print
the square root of the value. The only type of data that can be
assigned to the variable A are numeric values. As a result, an
error occurs if the data input is not a numeric value.

At line 300, the SQR function is used to calculate the square root
of the value of the variable A. If the value of the variable A is

negative, an error occurs.

Lines 500 and 600 contain a simple subroutine that prints a
message and returns program control to the INPUTstatement at
line 200.

• EX BASIC

ON WARNING n ST BASIC

An ON WARNING statement determines the action that will be
taken when a warning condition develops.

Configuration

{PRINT |
STOP >

NEXT J

The keywords NEXT, STOP, and PRINT specifythe action that will
be taken if a warning condition develops.

Warning conditions are ignored when an ON WARNING
statement includes the keyword NEXT.

An ON WARNING PRINT statement causes the standard
warning message to be displayed when a warning condition
develops. Although a warning message is displayed, program
execution will continue. The ON WARNING PRINT statement

corresponds to the default action of the computer.
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Using the keyword STOP with the ON WARNING statement
causes program execution to stop when a warning condition
develops. In the event of a warning condition, the standard
warning message is displayed and program execution stops.

Example

> 100 ON WARNING NEXT

> 110 PRINT 10A1000

> 120 ON WARNING PRINT

> 130 PRINT 10A1000

> 140 ON WARNING STOP

> 150 PRINT 10*1000

> RUN

9.99999E+**

♦WARNING

NUMERIC OVERFLOW IN 130

9.999999E+**

* WARNING

NUMERIC OVERFLOW IN 150

The previous example contains a program that handles the same
warning condition in three different ways. The warning condition
in each case is caused by a numeric overflow.

The first warning condition is ignored. The value displayed
(9.99999E+**) indicates that overflow has occurred, but no
warning message appears on the screen.

The second warning condition causesa warning message to be
displayed. Althoughthe warning message isdisplayed, program
execution continues. The third warning condition causes a
warning message to be displayed. In addition to the warning
message being displayed, program execution will be stopped.
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• EX BASIC

OPEN • ST BASIC

An OPEN statement is used to open an I/O channel for an input
or output device.

Configuration

OPEN # filenumber:"devicefilenameu[,format][tstorage][,mode][,record length]

The filenumber must be an integer from 1 through 255. This
number is used as a reference for the particular file being
opened.

The device is the I/O device that is being opened by the OPEN
statement. Proper device names include "RS232", "DSK1", and
"CS1".

The filename is a specific name used to reference a particular
file.

Filenames need not be used with all devices. An RS232 and
cassette recorder are two devices that do not require filenames
when being opened. Diskdrives, however, do require a filename
when being opened.

The format specifies how files should be organized on the I/O
device. The choices for format are RELATIVE and SEQUENTIAL.

Relative files allow any record to be accessed within that file
without first searching all preceding records. Records within a
sequential file can only be accessed in the order in which they
appear in the file. The default value for format is SEQUENTIAL.

The storage specifies how the data will be stored. Data can be
stored in two ways, binary form or ASCII form. Data stored in
binary form can be accessed more quickly by the computer.
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The keyword INTERNAL is used to specify binary storage. The
keyword DISPLAY isused to specify ASCII storage. INTERNAL is
generally the better choice when storing data on a disk or
cassette. DISPLAY isgenerally the better choice when the output
is to be sent to a printer. The default option for storage is
DISPLAY.

The mode specifies the operation that will be performed while
the file is open. The choices for mode are INPUT, OUTPUT,
UPDATE, and APPEND. IfINPUT ischosen, data can only be read
from the file. If OUTPUT is chosen, data can only be written to
the file. IfUPDATE ischosen, the user mayboth read and write to
a file. IfAPPEND ischosen, data may be added to a file without
changing anything already in the file. The default option for
mode is UPDATE.

The record length determines whether all the records will be the
same length or willbe of varying lengths. The options for record
length are VARIABLE and FIXED. VARIABLE specifies that the
records may be of varying lengths. FIXED specifies that all the
records must be of the same length. The default option for
record length depends on what other options were chosen. For
example, the default record length for a RELATIVE file is FIXED,
while the default record length for a SEQUENTIAL file is
VARIABLE.

A maximum record length can be specified with the record
length parameter. Ifa maximum record length is not specified
the default values are 80 for diskettes, 64 for cassettes, 80 for the
RS232 and 32 for the thermal printer.

Examples

OPEN #1:"DSK1.TEST".SEQUENTIAL DISPLAY, UPDATE, VARIABLE 80
OPEN#1:"DSK1.TEST"

The two example statements have the same effect. The first
statement lists all the default values which are assumed in the
second statement.
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Either of the preceding examples will open file number one on
disk drive 1. The name of the file is TEST. The file will be
organized sequentially and have a display type storage. The user
may read or write to the file, and records are of varying lengths
with a maximum length of 80.

• EX BASIC

OPTION BASE • ST BASIC

The OPTION BASE statement isused to specify a minimum value
for array subscripts.

Configuration

1OPTION BASE 1Q

If an OPTION BASE of one is chosen, the lowest subscript that
any array may have is one.

Only one OPTION BASE statement may appear in a program.
The default value for OPTION BASE is zero.

Example

100 OPTION BASE 1

The maximum value of an array subscript can be specified with a
DIM statement.

• EX BASIC

OR • ST BASIC

The OR operator is generally used in IF/THEN statements to
combine two or more conditions.
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Configuration

ex OR ex

The OR operation is executed according to the following truth
table.

A B A ORB

0 -1 -1

-1 -1 -1

-1 0 -1

0 0 0

The conditions of true and falseare represented by the values -1
andO.

Example

> 10 X = 5

> 20 Y = 10

> 30 IFY>5ORX<0THEN50

> 40 END

> 50 PRINT "Y IS GREATER THAN 5"

> 60 PRINT "OR X IS NEGATIVE"
> 70 END

> RUN

Y IS GREATER THAN 5

OR X IS NEGATIVE

In the preceding example, the variables Xand Yare assigned
values at lines 10 and 20. At line 30, an IF/THEN statement
inlcudes an ORoperator. The two expressions are Y>5and X<0.
Since Y>5 is true, and X<0 is false, the OR operation is
evaluated as true.

Since the condition of the IF/THEN statement is true, the
program control branches to line 50. At lines 50 and 60 the
output message is printed. When the condition of the IF/THEN
statement is false, the program is ended at line 40.
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When the OR operation is executed with numeric expressions,
the arguments are rounded off and converted to their binary
equivalents. The value of the OR statement is the result of the
OR operation on each bit of the values. For example:

5 (binary 0101)
OR 11 (binary 1011)

15 (binary 1111)

Since the binary equivalent of 5 is0101,and the binary equivalent
of 11 is 1011, the OR operation for each bit has the result 1111.
The numeric value of 1111 is15.Any non-zero value isconsidered
true.

• EX BASIC

PI a ST BASIC

The PI function returns the value 3.1415926539 (tt).

Configuration

a = PI

PI is a physical constant that is used extensively in mathematic
and scientific calculations.

Example

> PRINT COS (PI)
-1.

> PRINT SIN (PI)
0
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• EX BASIC

POS • ST BASIC

The POS function returns a value corresponding to the position
of one string within another.

Configuration

X = POS (A$, B$, a)

The value returned by the POSfunction isthe position of the first
occurance of B$ in A$starting at position a. If B$does not occur
in A$, a value of 0 is returned.

Examples

> PRINT POS ("STEPHEN", "E", 1)
3

> PRINT POS ("STEPHEN", "E", 4)
6

The preceding two examples show the proper use of the POS
function. In the first example, the computer searches for the
letter Ein STEPHEN starting at the S (or position 1). In the second
example, the computer searches for the letter E in STEPHEN
starting at the letter P (or position 4).

• EX BASIC

PRINT • ST BASIC

The PRINT statement is used to output characters to the display
or an ouptut device.

Configuration

PRINT [[#a][,REC record number]:][expression]( ;)]...
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The first argument of a PRINT statement is the optional file
number. The file number isgenerally used only when an output
device other than the display is used.

A PRINT statement can include string and numeric values. Each
variable name or constant must be separated by either a comma,
semicolon or colon. When a comma separates the items in a
PRINT statement, the display isdivided into two columns. When
a semicolon is used between items in a PRINT statement, the
values are displayed adjacent to each other, with one space
preceding and trailing numeric values. When a colon is used
between items in a PRINT statement, each item is printed on a
separate line. An entire line is skipped for each colon that
appears between data items.*

A PRINT statement can end with a comma, semicolon, colon, or
no punctuation at all. A PRINT statement that ends with a
semicolon causes the cursor to wait at the next position until
another PRINT statement is executed. The cursor waits at the
next available column when a PRINT statement ends with a
comma. When a PRINT statement ends with a colon or has no
punctuation at the end, the next line of output occurs on the
next line. If more than one colon is used at the end of a
statement, a line is skipped for each colon.

Example

> 100 X = 576

> 200 Y = 24

> 300 PRINT "CODE:"; X,
> 400 PRINT "UNITS:"; Y
> RUN

CODE: 576 UNITS: 24

♦In Extended BASIC, be sure to separate colons in a PRINT
statement by one space.
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In the previous example, the program contains two PRINT
statements for one line of output. At lines 100 and 200, the
variables are assigned values. At line 300, the string constant
"CODE:" isprinted, followed bythe value of the variable X. Since
a semicolon separates the values, they are printed adjacent to
each other, separated by one space. The PRI NTstatement inline
300ends with a comma, so the next output occurs in the second
column of the same line. The string constant "UNITS:" is fol
lowed by the value of the variable Y. These values are also separ
ated by one space.

A PRINT statement may include the optional file number. The
output will be sent to the device that was opened with the
specified filenumber. Filenumbers 1 through 255 are used for
devices other that the screen. Filenumber zero is always open tor
output to the display.

Example

100 OPEN #1:"CS1",SEQUENTIAL,OUTPUT,FIXED
200 FOR J = 1 TO 10
300 X = RND

400 PRINT #1:X

500 NEXT J

600 CLOSE #1

The program in the previous example uses a PRINT statement to
record ten random numbers on a cassette tape. At line 100, an
I/O channel is opened for output to the cassette recorder. Line
200indicates a FOR/NEXT loop that is repeated ten times. At line
300,a random value isassigned to the variable X. At line 400,the
value of X is printed on the output device opened as file #1.
When ten values are recorded, this file will be closed.

When a PRINT statement includes the REC option, the data will
be written starting at the indicated record number. The REC
option may only be used when writing onto a RELATIVE file.
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• EX BASIC

PRINT USING • ST BASIC

The PRINT USING statement is used to write string or numeric
data in a predefined format.

Configuration

PRINT [#a][,REC record number] USINg!'"16 numberl:data list
[expression )

The file number and the record number are used the same way
in the PRINT USING statement in the PRINT statement.

The expression or the line number following the USING
statement defines the format in which the data will be written. If
a line number is used, it must be the line number of an IMAGE
statement. The expression used after the USINGstatement must
contain special characters that are used to define the display
format. These special characters can be found in Table 5-4 on
page 194.

PRINT USING and IMAGEstatements use the same procedure to
define a display format.

Example

> PRINT USING "THE VALUE OF PI IS #.####":PI

THE VALUE OF PI IS 3.1416

• EX BASIC

RANDOMIZE • ST BASIC

The RANDOMIZE statement is used to reset the random number
generator.
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Configuration

RANDOMIZE [a]

If a seed is used with the RANDOMIZE statement, the same
sequence of numbers will be generated each time the program is
run. If the seed is omitted, an unpredictable sequence will be
generated each time the program is run.

Example

> RANDOMIZE 25

The RNDfunction is used to return the values calculated by the
random number generator.

• EX BASIC

REAP • ST BASIC

A READ statement is used to assign values to variables. The values
are taken individually from DATA statements in the order they
appear in the program.

Configuration

X
READ, IK,]

Data items are assigned to variables in the order in which they
appear in the program unless a RESTORE statement has been
executed.

The type of variable in the READ statement must correspond to
the type of data in the corresponding DATA statement. A
numeric variable can only be assigned a numeric value. However,
a string variable can accept any type of character or none at all.
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A program must include at least as many data items as the
number of variables in its READ statements unless a RESTORE

statement is executed.

Example

> 20 READ X,X$
> 30 PRINT X$,X
> 40 END

> 50 DATA 12,jONES
> RUN

JONES 12

The preceding example contains a program that has a READ
statement. At line 20, the variables X and X$ are assigned the
values from the DATA statement at line 50. At line 30, the values
of the two variables are displayed.

A READ statement can accept data from a DATA statement that
appears anywhere in a program. A DATA statement does not
have to precede the READ statement in order to be effective.

• EX BASIC

REC D ST BASIC

The REC function is used to determine the current record
position in a RELATIVE file.

Configuration

X = REC (filenumber)

RELATIVE files are a method of storing information in which any
record can be accessed within that file without first searching all
of the preceding records.

Example

100 PRINT REC (1)
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• EX BASIC

REM • ST BASIC

A REMstatement is used to insert comments in a program. The
REM statement is ignored by the BASIC interpreter.

Configuration

REM remarks

Example

10 REM INPUT ROUTINE

Any statements that follow a REM statement on the same pro
gram line are also ignored by the computer. As a result, a REM
statement is generally used on its own line or at the end of a
mutilple statement line.

• EX BASIC

RESEQUENCE (RES) • ST BASIC

The RESEQUENCE command is used to renumber the statements
in a program.

Configuration

RESEQUENCE [newn][,value]

New# is the first new line number to be used in the renumbering
process. The default value for newU is 100. Value is the amount to
be added to each line number to generate the subseuqent line
number. The default for value is 10.
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The RESEQUENCE command also changes any reference to a
line number that appears in any other statement. Line number
references are updated in all of the following statements.

GOTO

GOSUB

THEN

ELSE

RUN

BREAK PRINT USING

RESTORE DISPLAY USING

RETURN ON ERROR

UNBREAK ON WARNING

Example

> 1 X = X+1

> 2 PRINT X

> 3 GOTO 1

> RESEQUENCE 100,10
> LIST

100 X = X+1

110 PRINT X

120 GOTO 100

The previous example demonstrates the use of the RESEQUENCE
command. Notice that the line numbers and the line number

reference in the GOTO statement are all updated.

RESTORE
EX BASIC

ST BASIC

A RESTORE statement is used to move the data pointer.

Configuration

RESTORE [In]

The data in a program is read in order, starting with the first
DATA statement item. In order to reread a section of data, a
RESTORE statement is necessary.
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When a RESTORE statement is executed without an argument,
the next READ statement will assign to its first variable the first
data value that appears in the program.

When a RESTORE statement is executed with an argument, the
next READ statement will assign to its first variable the first data
value that appears at the specified line number.

Example

> 100 DATA 1,2,3,4,5

> 200 DATA 6,7,8,9
> 300 READ A,B,C,D,E
> 400 PRINT A;B;C;D;E

> 500 RESTORE

> 600 READ F,G,H,I,J

> 700 READ K,L,M,N
> 800 PRINT F;G;H;I;J;K;L;M;N

> RUN

12345

123456789

Inthe preceding example, a RESTORE statement causes the same
DATA statement to be read twice. If the RESTORE statement had
not been included, there would not have been enough DATA
for the READ statements in lines 600 and 700.

• EX BASIC

RESTORE with files • ST BASIC

The RESTORE statement is used with files to move the pointer
back to any position within a file.

Configuration

RESTORE filenumber, REC recordnumber
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The filenumber indicates the file that is being manipulated. The
recordnumber indicates the position within the file where the
data pointer will be placed.

Example

RESTORE #1, REC 4

• EX BASIC

RETURN with COSUB • ST BASIC

A RETURN statement is used to branch a program back to the
line where the last subroutine was called.

Configuration

RETURN

A subroutine is called with a GOSUB or ON/GOSUB statement.

When the subroutine has been completed, a RETURN statement
causes the program control to return to the statement following
the most recently executed GOSUB or ON/GOSUB statement.

Example

10 RETURN

• EX BASIC

RETURN with ON ERROR d ST BASIC

The RETURN statement is used with the ON ERROR statement to
exit an error handling subroutine.
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Configuration

RETURN (Ny
The RETURN statement transfers program control to the main
program after the execution of an error handling subroutine.
RETURN can be used without an argument. In this case, program
control will be transferred back to the line that caused the error.

Program control will be transferred to the line following the line
that caused the error if the keyword NEXT is used with RETURN.
The line that caused the error will not be executed again.

A line number may also be specified in the RETURN statement.
In this case, program control is transferred to the line with the
specified line number.

Example

100 ON ERROR 500

200 INPUT A

300 PRINT SQR(A)
400 GOTO 100

500 A = ABS(A)::RETURN

The preceding example contains a program that uses a RETURN
statement without any options. When the program is executed,
line 100 causes program control to be transferred to line 500 if an
error occurs. Line 200 contains an INPUT statement that is used

to assign a numeric value to the variable A. Line 300 prints the
square root of the number that was input. Line 400 transfers
program control back to the INPUTstatement. Line 500 takes the
absolute value of the number that caused the error.

Taking the square root of a negative number would normally
cause an error. However, in this case, an error handling
subroutine would take the absolute value of a negative number.
The RETURN statement would then transfer program control
back to line 300.
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• EX BASIC

RND • ST BASIC

The RND function is used to generate random numbers.

Configuration

X = RND

The computer uses a mathematical process to generate pseudo
random numbers greater than or equal to zero, but less than 1.
The sequence of random numbers will be the same each time
the computer is turned on unless a RANDOMIZE statement is
used.

Example

100 PRINT INT (RND * 100)
200 GOTO 100

The previous example contains a program that will generate
random number between 0 and 99 inclusive. The same numbers
will be generated each time the program is executed unless a
RANDOMIZE statement is inserted in the program. Press the
FCTN 4 key (CLEAR) to stop the program.

• EX BASIC

RPT$ a ST BASIC

The RPT$ function is used to repeat a string a specified number
of times.

Configuration

X$= RPT$ (string expression, numeric expression)
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The string expression is the expression that is to be repeated.
The numericexpression determines the number of repetitions.

Examples

PRINTRPT$("A",56)
PRINT RPT$ ("**", 14)

The previous example contains two statements. The first
statement will cause the letter "A" to be printed 56 times on the
screen. The second example will cause 28 asterisks (*) to be
displayed on the screen.

More than one character may be used as the string expression,
however, the length of the total expression after repetitions may
not exceed 255 characters. If the generated string is more than
255 characters, a warning message will be displayed and the
string will be truncated.

• EX BASIC

RUN • ST BASIC

The RUN statement is used to execute the program that is
currently in the computer's memory.

Configuration (EX & ST BASIC)

RUN [In]

The RUN statement can include a line number as an argument. If
the specified line number appears in the program, execution
begins with that line. If the specified line number does not
appear in the program, the following message will be displayed:

* BAD LINE NUMBER
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If the RUNstatement does not include an argument, execution
will begin at the first line of the program.

Examples

RUN

RUN 100

The RUN command can be used in Extended BASIC the same

way it is used in Standard BASIC. However, Extended BASIC
allows more options to be used with the RUN command.

Configuration (EX BASIC)

Hn 1
RUN [J'device name.program name"}

A RUN statement with no argument and a RUN statement with a
line number have the same effect in Extended BASIC as they do
in Standard BASIC.

In Extended BASIC, the RUN command can be used with an
input device to load and execute a program. The contents of the
computer's memory will be erased before the new program is
entered into memory.

RUN can also be used as a statement in a program. This means
that one program can load and execute another program.

Examples

RUN "CS1"

RUN "DSK1.TEST"

100 RUN "DSK1.TEST"

The preceding example contains three statements. The first
statement causes the first program on cassette drive 1 to be
loaded into memory and executed.
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The second statement causes the program named TEST on disk
drive 1 to be loaded into memory and executed. The third
statement is an example of a RUN statement that is used in a
program.

"EX BASIC

SAVE • ST BASIC

The SAVE command is used to record the program that is
currently in the computer's memory.

Configuration (EX &ST BASIC)

SAVE devicename. programname

Thedevicename specifies the devicethat will be usedto savethe
program. Proper device names include CS1, CS2, DSK1, DSK2,
and DSK3.

The programname used tospecify disk program files can contain
up to ten characters. Periods andspaces are the only characters
that cannot be used in a program name.

For best results, however, use only uppercase letters, numbers
and the following symbols when specifying program names.

"#$%&'()*+,-/:;=?@[ ]!<>\A_

When using the SAVE command with a cassette recorder, a
programname is not used.

Example

SAVE DSK1.PROGRAM1
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The previous example contains a SAVE command that is used to
record the program currently in the computer's memory. The
program is saved on the diskette in disk drive 1 with the name
PROGRAM1. There must be a program in the computer's
memory before the SAVE command can be used.

When the SAVE command is used with a cassette recorder, a set
of instructions will appear on the screen. These step by step
instructions guide the user through the process of using the
cassette recorder.

Example

>SAVE CS1

* REWIND CASSETTE TAPE CS1

THEN PRESS ENTER

* PRESS CASSETTE RECORD CS1

THEN PRESS ENTER

* RECORDING

* PRESS CASSETTE STOP CS1

THEN PRESS ENTER

*CHECK TAPE (Y OR N)? N

The previous example contains the results of a SAVE command
being used with a cassette recorder.

The preceding example contains the prompts that normally
appear when the SAVE command is executed. The prompts
direct the user in the operation of the cassette recorder.

Theamount of time required to record a program depends upon
the length of the program.
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When the computer completes the recording, it once again
prompts the user on the operation of the cassette recorder. At
this point, the user has the option of checking the tape. A
recorded program should generally be checked to be sure that
no errors developed while recording the program.

In the preceding example, the check option was not chosen. If
"Y" had been entered in response to the CHECK TAPE prompt, a
series of prompts would have appeared to direct the user in the
operation of the cassette recorder.

Ifan error isdetected while checking the tape, an error message
will be displayed. At this point, the user has three options.

Example

* ERROR — NO DATA FOUND

PRESS R TO RECORD

PRESS C TO CHECK

PRESS E TO EXIT

The preceding example shows an error message that may occur
during the checking procedure. Three options are provided. If
"R" is pressed, the computer will record the program again. If
"C" is pressed, the computer will recheck the program on
cassette. If "E" is pressed, the computer will abort the SAVE
command.

In Extended BASIC, there are two additional options that can be
used with the SAVE command. These two options are MERGE
and PROTECTED.

Configuration (EX BASIC)

CA./C . . ^protected!SAVE devicename . program name
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If the keyword PROTECTED is used at the end of the SAVE
command, the program will be saved in a special format. A
program that was protected when it was saved cannot be listed,
edited or resaved after it has been reloaded into memory.

Ifthe keyword MERGE is used at the end of the SAVE command,
the program can only be retrieved using the MERGE command.
The MERGE option allows a program to be loaded into memory
from a disk program file without erasing the program already in
memory. The MERGE option can only be used with a disk
program file.

• EX BASIC

SEG$ • ST BASIC

The SEG$ statement isused to designate characters in the middle
of a string.

Configuration

A$ = SEG$(B$,a,b)

The SEG$ function returns a string value. The first argument is a
string constant or a string variable. The second and third
arguments are numeric values. The first numeric argument
determines the first character from the string argument that is
returned. The second numeric argument determines the total
number of characters that are returned.

Example

> 10 A$ = "JOHN PETER JONES"
> 20 PRINT SEG$(A$,6,5)
> 30 END

> RUN

PETER
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The previous example contains a program that uses the SEG$
function. At line 10, the variable A$ is assigned a string value. At
line 20, the PRINT statement includes a SEG$ statement. The
SEG$ statement specifies the string value of the variable A$.The
second argument (6) specifies the sixth character in the string.
The third argument (5) specifies the number of characters
returned. Asa result, the string value "PETER" is printed because
"?" is the sixth character of the string (including spaces).

• EX BASIC

SGN • ST BASIC

The SGN function returns a +1 if its argument is positive, a -1 if
negative, and a 0 if zero.

Configuration

SGN (a)

Example

> 100 A = 100

> 200 X = SGN (A)
> 300 PRINT X

> RUN

1

• EX BASIC

SIN • ST BASIC

The SIN function returns the sine of the angle specified by its
argument. The argument must be an angle measured in radians.
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Configuration

X = SIN(a)

Example

> PRINT SIN (3.1415927/2)
1

• EX BASIC

SIZE DST BASIC

The SIZE command returns the number of bytes of memory
available.

Configuration

SIZE

Example

> SIZE

13928 BYTES FREE

The previous example demonstrates the use of the SIZE
command.

The size command displays additional information when a
memory expansion unit is in use.

• EX BASIC

SQR • ST BASIC

The SQR function returns the positive square root of its
argument.
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Configuration

X = SQR (a)

Example

> 100 X = 49

> 200 PRINT SQR (X)
> RUN

7

• EX BASIC

STOP • ST BASIC

The STOP statement causes a halt in the execution of a BASIC
program.

Configuration

STOP

Generally, the STOP statement and the END statement are
interchangeable. However, a STOP statement cannot be used at
the end of a subprogram.

• EX BASIC

STR$ • ST BASIC

The STR$ function returns the string representation of its
argument.

Configuration

X$ =STR$ (a)
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The argument of an STR$ function must be a numeric value.

A numeric argument that has been converted to a string can no
longer be used in any calculations. However, the string
representation consists of the same characters as the original
numeric argument.

Example

> 100 A$ = STR$ (40)
> 200 PRINT A$
> RUN

40

• EX BASIC

SUB DST BASIC

The SUB statement is used as the opening statement of a
subprogram.

Configuration

SUB subprogram name [(variable list)]

User written subprograms must begin with a SUB statement,
which indicates the name of the subprogram. A subprogram
must end with a SUBEND statement.

A CALL statement is used to transfer program control to a
subprogram. For example, the statement CALL WORK would
transfer program control to the subprogram named WORK.
Once a SUBEND statement is encountered, program control is
transferred back to the program line that follows the CALL
statement that called the subprogram.

Subprograms must appear at the end of the main program. If
more than one subprogram existsin a program, the subprograms
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must be listed one after the other at the end of the main
program.

Variables within the main program are independent of the
variables within subprograms. For example, if the variable A is
assigned the value of 10 within the main program, the value of A
within a subprogram is zero until it is assigned a value. Variables
which have been assigned values in the main program can be
used within subprograms by including a variable list after the
subprogram name. A variable list must appear in the CALL
statement as well as the SUB statement.

When values are used in a subprogram, they must be passed to
the subroutine variables. When a subroutine is called, the
specified values are transferred from the CALLstatement to the
variables in the SUB statement. Illustration 5-7 depicts the pass
ing of values.

Illustration 5-7. PassingValues to a Subprogram

CALL FUNCTION (X, Y, Z ...)
•*• 4' 4'

SUB FUNCTION (A, B, C ...)

Example

> 100 X=25

> 200 CALL MESSAGE (X)
> 300 PRINT SQR (X)
> 400 SUB MESSAGE (A)
> 500 PRINT "THE SQUARE ROOT OF";A;"IS";
> 600 SUBEND

> RUN

THE SQUARE ROOT OF 25 IS 5

In the preceding example, a subprogram is used to print a
message. Line 100 assigns the value of 25 to the variable X. Line
200transfers program control to the subprogram MESSAGE. Line
300 prints the square root of X after the subprogram has been
completed.
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Line 400 is the beginning of the subprogram MESSAGE. Line 500
prints the message and line 600 returns program control to line
300.

A variable list is used in the CALL statement and SUB statement in

order to transfer the value of X into the subprogram. In the
subprogram, A isassigned the value of the variable X, which is25.

• EX BASIC

SUBEND D ST BASIC

The SUBEND statement isused to mark the end of a subprogram.

Configuration

SUBEND

Subprograms that begin with the SUB statement must end with a
SUBEND statement. Once the SUBEND statement is executed,
program control will be transferred to the line following the
CALL statement that called the subprogram.

Example

> 100 FOR T = 1 TO 3

> 200 CALL FUNCTION (T)
> 300 NEXTT

> 400 SUB FUNCTION1(A)
> 500 PRINT AA2,
> 600 PRINT AA3

> 700 SUBEND

> RUN

1 1

4 8

9 27

The program in the preceding example contains a subprogram
named FUNCTION.The subprogram displays the square and the
cube of the argument.
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When the SUBEND statement isexecuted, the program control
branches to the statement that follows the CALL statement.

• EX BASIC

SUBEXIT DST BASIC

The SUBEXIT statement is used to exit a subprogram before a
SUBEND statement is executed.

Configuration

SUBEXIT

The SUBEXIT statement is optional within a subprogram. The
SUBEXIT statements can be used to branch out of a subprogram
back to the main program.

Once a SUBEXIT statement is executed, program control will be
transferred to the line following the CALLstatement that called
the subprogram.

Example

100 INPUT X

200 CALL CHECK (X)
300 SUB CHECK (A)
400 IF A > 0 THEN PRINT" AMOUNT:";A::SUBEXIT
500 PRINT "INVALID AMOUNT"

600 SUBEND

The preceding example demonstrates the use of a SUBEXIT
statement. At line 100, a numeric value is input and assigned to
the variable X. At line 200, a subroutine is called.

The subroutine is passed the value of the variable X. As a result,
wherever the variable A appears in the subroutine, the value of
the variable X will be used.
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The subroutine prints one of two messages, depending on the
value of the variable A. If the value is positive, the statements at
line 400 will be executed and the subroutine will be exited.

Ifthe value of the variable is not a positive value, the statement at
line 500 is executed. When a SUBEND statement is executed,
program control branches to the statement that follows the
CALL statement.

• EX BASIC

TAB • ST BASIC

The TAB statement is used to specify the column where the next
item in a PRINT or DISPLAY statement will be output.

Configuration

TAB (a)

The output that follows a TAB statement begins at the column
specified by the argument.

Example

PRINT X$; TAB (8); Y$

In the previous example, the value of the variable X$ isdisplayed,
starting in the first column. The value of the variable Y$ is
displayed, starting in column number 8.

If the next available column is greater than the argument of a
TAB statement, the data following the TAB statement will be
printed on the next line starting at the specified column.
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• EX BASIC

TAN • ST BASIC

The TANfunction returns the tangent of the angle specified as its
argument. The argument will be assumed in radians.

Configurations

X = TAN (a)

Example

> PRINT TAN (3.14159265359)
0

• EX BASIC

TRACE • ST BASIC

The TRACE command is used to follow the execution of program
statements.

Configuration

TRACE

The TRACE command sets a trace flag that causes the line
number of each statement in the program to be printed as it is
executed. The line numbers will be displayed within angle
brackets.

Example

> 100 X = 100

> 200 FOR I = 1 TO 3

> 300 X = X/2

> 400 PRINT X

> 500 NEXT I

> 600 END

> TRACE
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> RUN

< 100 > < 200 > < 300 > < 400

< 500 > < 300 > < 400 > 25

< 500 > < 300 > < 400 > 12.f

< 500 > < 600 >

> 50

• EX BASIC

UNBREAK • ST BASIC
The UNBREAK command is used to remove breakpoints that
were inserted in a program.

Configuration

UNBREAK [ln][,ln]...

UNBREAK commands can be used to eliminate breakpoints that
are specified by line number only. For example, if a program
includes the following statement,

100 BREAK 200,250,260

an UNBREAK statement can eliminate all of these breakpoints. In
this case, the UNBREAK statement must occur in the program
after the BREAK statement.

If the following BREAK statements appear in the program, an
UNBREAK statement will have no effect.

200 BREAK

250 BREAK

260 BREAK

When the breakpoints are specified by a command that is not
part of the program, the breakpoints can be easily eliminated.
For example, an UNBREAK statement can be used counteract
the following BREAK statement.
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BREAK 200,250,260

Examples

110 UNBREAK

110 UNBREAK 200,250,260
UNBREAK

• EX BASIC

UNTRACE • ST BASIC

The UNTRACE command cancels the effect of the TRACE

command.

Configuration

UNTRACE

Example

> 100 X = 10

> 110 PRINT X

> 120 Y = 20

> 130 PRINT Y

> TRACE

> RUN

< 100 > < 110 > 10

< 120 > < 130 > 20

** READY **

> UNTRACE

> RUN

10

20
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• EX BASIC

VAL • ST BASIC

The VAL function converts its string argument to a numeric
value. The numeric characters in the string argument will be
converted to their numeric equivalents. Non-numeric characters
may not be used in the argument.

Configuration

X = VAL(A$)

Example

> 100 A$ = "57342"
> 200 PRINT VAL (A$)
> 300 PRINTVAL(A$) + 2
> RUN

57342

57344

• EX BASIC

XOR D ST BASIC

XOR is used between two expressions as either a numeric or
logical operator.

Configuration

ex XOR ex

The conditions of true and false are represented in the computer
by the logical values -1 and 0. As a result, the logical operators
(AND, OR,XOR and NOT) operate with the logical values-1 and
0. The XOR operation can be explained by the following truth
table.
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EX1 EX2 RESULT

-1 -1 0

-1 0 -1

0 -1 -1

0 0 0

The XOR logical operator is generally used in an IF,THEN
statement with relational expressions.

Example

10 INPUT X

20 INPUT Y

30 IF X < O XOR Y < O THEN 50

40 END

50 PRINT X:"TIMES";Y;"IS NOT POSITIVE"

The preceding example demonstrates the use of the XORlogical
operator. Lines 10 and 20are used to assign numeric values to the
variables X and Y. The XOR operator is used in line 30 to
determine if either (but not both) of the arguments are negative.
If this is true, the PRINT statement at line 50 will be executed. It X
and Yare both positive or both negative, the program will have
no output.

Typical output for the example program is as follows.

-1 TIMES 5 IS NOT POSITIVE

When XOR is used as a numeric operator, the arguments will be
rounded off and converted to their binary equivalents. The value
of the XOR statement will be the result of the XOR operation on
each bit of the values. For example:

10

XOR 12

(binary 1010)
(binary 1100)

(binary 0110)
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Since the binary equivalent of 10 is 1010, and the binary
equivalent of 12is1100> the XOR operation for each bit hasthe
result 0110. The decimal value of 0110 is 6.



CHAPTER 6.
THE Tl PROGRAM RECORDER

INTRODUCTION

The Texas Instrument Program Recorder is used for storing
BASIC programs or data on cassette tape. The process of transfer
ring a program from the computers memory onto cassette tape is
known as saving a program. Once a program has been saved, it
can later be transferred back from the storage device into the
computer's memory. This process is known as loading.

Data can also be transferred back and forth between the compu
ter and the Program Recorder. The process of saving data on
cassette tape is known as writing the data. The retrieval of that
data from the cassette tape is known as reading the data.

Installation

The installation of the Tl Program Recorder issimple and straight
forward. Twocords are supplied with the Program Recorder. One
of the cords is a power cord that allows the Program Recorder to
be used without batteries. The other cable is used to transmit

signals between the computer and the cassette recorder.

The data cable has a single plug on one end, and 3 smaller plugs
on the other. The large plug should be inserted in the receptacle
on the back of the computer console. The three smaller plugs
should be inserted in the side of the Program Recorder. The three
jacks on the Program Recorder are marked with the color that
corresponds to the appropriate plug (white, red or black).

Be sure to follow the complete set of installation instructions in
the Program Recorder manual.
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Saving & Loading Programs

The Program Recorder can be used to store the program that
resides in the computer's memory. Many lengthy programs can
be stored on a single cassette tape. However, if more than one
program is stored on one side of a cassette tape, the position of
each program must be noted. If programs are recorded hap
hazardly on a single cassette, it will become nearly impossible to
preserve and recover them.

There are two BASIC commands that can be used to save and
load programs. These commands are SAVE and OLD. The SAVE
command is used when programs are to be stored, and the OLD
command is used to recover a previously stored program.

SAVE

When the SAVE command is used to store a program, the
command must include the device name CS1 or CS2. If only one
Program Recorder is being used with the computer system, the
device name CS1 must be used. However, a special cable may be
purchased that allows two Program Recorders to be used. In this
situation, either device name, CS1 or CS2, may be used.

The proper configuration for a SAVE command is as follows.

«/"»C-1»>SAVE"CS1

The SAVE command can only be used if a program is currently
stored in the computer's memory. If a program does not exist, a
CAN'T DO THAT error will occur when the SAVE command is

entered.

When the SAVE command is used properly, a series of instruc
tions will be displayed on the screen to guide the user through
the use of the the Program Recorder. These instructions are
generally quite easy to understand.

When the SAVE command is entered, the first instruction is
displayed as follows.
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♦REWIND CASSETTE TAPE

THEN PRESS ENTER

This instruction isa reminder to position the tape in the location
at which you would liketo record the program. It isimportant to
choose a blank section of the tape for the program to be saved. If
the tape is positioned where another program has been
recorded, and the previously recorded program will be erased.
The tape counter can be used to keep track of the precise
location of the programs on a cassette tape.

When the tape has been properly positioned and the Enter key
has been pressed, the following instruction will be displayed.

*PRESS CASSETTE RECORD

THEN PRESS ENTER

This instruction isa reminder to press the appropriate levers on
the Program Recorder. When a program is to be saved, the
RECORD and PLAY levers must pressed simultaneously. Both
levers must be pressed firmly so they lock into position.

When the Enter key is pressed, the next message will be
displayed as follows.

♦RECORDING

This message indicates that the Program Recorder is operating
and the program is being recorded. Intervals of sound may be
heard while the data is being transferred. These sounds indicate
that the data is actually being sent to the Program Recorder.

When the transfer of data iscomplete the final instruction will be
displayed as follows.

*PRESS CASSETTE STOP THEN PRESS ENTER

This message indicates that the recording process is complete.
The STOPlever on the Program Recorder should be pressed in
order to release the PLAY and RECORD levers.
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Checking Programs

The Tl Program Recorder can be used to verify that a program
was recorded properly. This feature isessentiallya re-reading of
the program to determine if the program was recorded in the
proper format.

When the SAVE command is used, the CHECK TAPE option will
be presented after the recording procedure has been com
pleted. This option requires a simple Y or N response to the
prompt. If N is typed, the recording will not be verified. If Y is
typed, another series of instructions will be displayed.

The instructions used to verify the program are exactly the same
as the instructions used with the OLD command. These instruc
tions are completely described in the following section.

OLD

The OLD command is used to recover programs that were
previously recorded. Whenever a program is loaded into the
computer's memory by means of an OLD command, any
program that may have previously been present in the com
puter's memory willbe erased. The OLD command presents a list
of instructions that are similar to the instructions of the SAVE
command. The format for a typical OLDcommand isas follows.

>OLD "CS1"

When an OLD command is entered, the following instruction
will appear on the display.

♦REWIND CASSETTE TAPE

THEN PRESS ENTER

This message is a reminder to position the tape at the beginning
of the desired program. When thisstep has been completed and
the ENTER key has been pressed, the second message will be
displayed as follows.
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♦PRESS CASSETTE PLAY

THEN PRESS ENTER

This message indicates that the PLAY lever on the Program
Recorder should be pressed. Be sure that the lever is pressed
down completely and that it locks into position. Proceed by
pressing the Enter key.

While the transfer of data takes place, tones may be heard from
the television or monitor speaker. While this procedure is
performed, the following message will be displayed.

♦READING

If no problems occur during the loading of the program, the
following two messages will be displayed.

♦DATA OK

♦PRESS CASSETTE STOP

THEN PRESS ENTER

This final message reminds the user to press the STOP lever on
the Program Recorder in order to release the PLAY lever. When
this final step has been completed, the computer will be ready to
accept another command.

Errors

There are generlly two types of errors that occur with the
Program Recorder. These two errors are NO DATA FOUND and
ERROR DETECTED IN DATA. These errors generally occur due
to incorrect volume setting on the Program Recorder. If one of
these errors occurs frequently, refer to the Program Recorder
manual for troubleshooting hints.

When an error occurs, the following list of selections will be
displayed on the screen.
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PRESS R TO READ

PRESS C TO CHECK

PRESS E TO EXIT

Ifselection R is chosen, the computer will repeat the procedure
that is used to load a program. If selection C is chosed, the
computer will execute the procedure that checks the condition
of the recorded program. Ifselection Eis chosen, the computer
will cancel the OLD command and will be prepared to accept
another command.

Saving Data

The Tl Program Recorder is not restricted to saving and loading
programs. It can also be used to save data. Any string or numeric
values that need to be saved can be recorded and retrieved with
the Program Recorder.

There are 4 BASIC commands that are used to store and retrieve
data. These statements are OPEN, CLOSE, PRINT* and INPUT#.

OPEN

Before data can be output to any external device, an OPEN
statement must be executed. The OPEN statement must include

the information that is required to establish communication
between the computer and the external device.

A filenumber is a parameter that is used to specify a particular
channel of communication between the computer and a part
icular device. It is necessary to use a filenumber because several
different peripheral devices may be in use at the same time, or
the same device may be used for several functions simul
taneously. Toavoid confusion, each input or output operation of
the computer must be assigned a unique number.

The filenumber must be an integer from 1 to 128,and must be the
first parameter in an OPEN statement. Any subsequent PRINT#,
INPUT# or CLOSE statement must include the specified file-
number.
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An OPEN statement must also include several additional
parameters to specify the exact nature of the transfer of data. The
most important parameter is either INPUT or OUTPUT. This
parameter indicates whether the computer is accepting infor
mation (input) or sending information (output).

In general, the keywords INTERNAL and FIXED must in included
in an OPEN statement for the Program Recorder. As a result, a
typical OPEN statement for the Program Recorder would appear
as follows.

OPEN#1:"CS1",OUTPUT,FIXED,INTERNAL

CLOSE

A CLOSE statement is used to eliminate a channel that was
previously established for an input or output operation. A
CLOSE statement does not require any parameters other than
the filenumber.

A CLOSE statement is not always required'since each input or
output channel isautomaticallyclosed when the program ends.
However, it is a good programming practice to close each
channel that is opened in a program.

A typical CLOSE statement would have the following structure.

CLOSE #1

PRINT#

A PRINT# statement is used to output data to the Program
Recorder. The format for this statement is basically the same as
the PRINT statement, except for the filenumber, followed by a
colon. The values that follow the colon are output to the
specified device.
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For example, the following PRINT* statement would cause the
values of the variables A$,B$ and C$ to be output to the Program
Recorder.

PRINT#1:A$,B$,C$

When data is output to the Program Recorder, the data items in
the PRINT# statement should be separated by commas.

The data is output to the Program Recorder is sections called
fields. Afield is merely a segment of the tape that isused to store
one or more data items. Each PRINT# statement outputs exactly
one field.

For the Program Recorder, each field is 64characters long unless
a smaller number is specified in the corresponding OPEN state
ment. As a result, the data that is sent to the Program Recorder
cannot exceed a total of 64 characters.

The length of a string value is the total number of characters in
the string. Letters, numbers spaces and punctuation marks all
contribute to the length of a string value. Eachnumeric value has
the equivalent length of an 8 character string value.

One space of the data field must be used to separate the individ
ual values. These spaces must also be considered when field
lengths are determined. Asa result, the total number of charac
ters in the field can be calculated as follows.

Total number of variables

Total number of characters in string values
+ Eight characters for each numeric value

Total field lengths

For example, consider the program on the following page.
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10 OPEN #1:"CS1",OUTPUT,INTERNAL,FIXED
20 A=53.5

30 B=47.85

40 A$="TEXAS INSTRUMENTS"
50 PRINT #1:A,B,A$
60 CLOSE #1

The preceding example program outputs the values of three
variables to the Program Recorder. Line10 is an OPEN statement
that reserves I/O channel number 1 for output to the Program
Recorder. Lines 20 through 40 assign values to the variables A,B
and A$. At line 50, a PRINT# statement is used to output these
values in a single field. The output of this example program can
be recovered by the program on page 265.

When the sample program is executed, the prompts will appear
on the display as a reminder of the correct use of the Program
Recorder.

Since only one PRINT#Statement isexecuted in the program, the
output consists of only one field. The length of the field can be
calculated as follows.

Total number of variables: 3

Total number of characters in string values: 17
+ Eight characters for each numeric value: 16

Total field lengths: 36

Since the total field length is less than 64, the PRINT#statement
has a valid format.

When a PRINT* statement is used to output a field that is too
long, a FILE ERRORwill occur. Toprevent this problem, carefully
examine each PRINT# statement and be sure that the length of
each field does not exceed 64.
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INPUT*

An INPUT* statement is used to retrieve data from the Program
Recorder. The format for this statement isbasicaly the same as the
INPUT statement, except for the filenumber followed by a colon.
The variables specified in the INPUT* statement are assigned
values that have previously been stored in a cassette data file.

For example, the following INPUT* statement would cause
values to be input for the variables X$,Y$ and Z$.

INPUT #1:X$,Y$,Z$

The variables specified in an INPUT* statement must be separ
ated by commas.

Data is stored in a cassette data file as a collection of fields. Each
field in the file has a specific format. The type of data in each field
is determined by the structure of the PRINT* statement that was
used to output the data. For example, if a PRINT* statement
outputs two string values followed by two numeric values, these
values are recorded in a specific order in a specific data field. Asa
result, the data in the field can only be recovered by an INPUT*
statement that has the same structure. This principle is demon
strated in Illustration 6-1.

Illustration 6-1.Corresponding PRINT*/INPUT# Formats

Output Statement
Corresponding
Input Statement

PRINT #1:A$
PRINT #27:A$,B$,C,D
PRINT #1:A,B,C,D
PRINT #4:A,B$,C

INPUT #4:X$
INPUT #3:L$,M$,N,0
INPUT #1:A,B,C,D
INPUT #6:X,X$,Y

There are several important considerations in the use of PRINT*
and INPUT* statements. The most important detail isthe fact that
each corresponding pair of PRINT* and INPUT* statements must
have the same number of variables. String variables must corres-
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pond to string values and numeric variables must correspond to
numeric values.

The actual names of the variables do not have to be exactly the
same in a corresponding pair of statements. The only require
ment is that the types of variables must be consistent.

The filenumbers in corresponding statements do not have to be
the same. This is a result of the fact thatthe Tl Program Recorder
cannot be used for input and output simultaneously. As a result,
the I/O channel that was usedforoutput mustbe closed before a
separate channel isopened for input. As a result, the two separ
ate channels may or may not use the same filenumber.

The followingexample progran can be used to recover the data
that was stored bythe previous example program.

100 OPEN #1:"CS1",INPUT,INTERNAL, FIXED
110 INPUT #1:X,Y,Z$
120 PRINT X,Y,Z$
130 CLOSE #1

140 END

Notice that the INPUT* statement in this program has the same
numbers and type at variables as the PRINT* statement in the
previous example. These two programs can be combined to
perform the input and output functions in a single program.

Whenever cassette data files are used, be sure to note the loca
tion of the beginning of the file. When the data is recovered
from the file, the tape must be rewound to the beginning ofthe
file. If this procedure is performed correctly, the output of the
sample program should appear as follows.

53.5 47.85

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS
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Files

Data files usually consist of many fields. Unfortunately, it
becomes quite difficult to include a PRINT* statement in a pro
gram each time data is read or written. As a result, it is usually
more practical to use a FOR/NEXT loop to repeat a section of a
program. The following program demonstrates this principle.

10 OPEN #1 :"CS1",OUTPUT,INTERNAL, FIXED
20 INPUT "NUMBER OF ENTRIES":N

30 FOR J=1 TO N
40 INPUT "DESCRIPTION:":D$

50 INPUT "PRICE:":P

60 INPUT "QUANTITY:":Q
70 PRINT #1:D$,P,Q
80 NEXT J

90 PRINT #1:"END",0,0
100 CLOSE #1

The FOR/NEXT loop in the preceding program allows any
number of fields to be entered in the data file. A field with the
values "END",0,0 isentered as the last field so the end of the data
can be recognized when the data is recovered.

The following example program can be used to recover the data
that is stored in the data file.

200 OPEN #1:"CS1",INPUT,INTERNAL,FIXED
210 PRINT "INVENTORY REPORT"::
220 INPUT #1:A$,B,C
230 IF A$="END"THEN 999
240 PRINT A$;B,C
250 GOTO 220

999 CLOSE #1

1000 END

The preceding example program uses an IF,THEN statement to
test the data being input. Ifthe input isequal to a specific value
("END" in this case) the program isended. The GOTO statement
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at line 250 causes the INPUT* statement to be repeated until the
end of the file is detected.

Protecting Programs and Data

Programs and data that are stored on cassettes can be protected
from accidental erasure. Each cassette tape cartridge has two
tabs that are used to prevent the contents of the tape from being
erased. When these tabs are removed, the ProgramRecorder will
not be able to be used in the record mode. As a result important
programs or data cannot be erased by accidentally recording
other information on the same tape.

Illustration 6-2 depicts the technique used to "write protect"
one side of a cassette tape.

Illustration 6-2. Write Protecting a Cassette Tape
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You can determine which write protect notch protects which
side of the tape by holding the cassette so that the exposed tape
isfacing towards you, and the side that isto be protected isfacing
up. By removing the tab on the left side of the cassette, the side
of the tape facing up will be protected. By removing the tab
on the right side, the side of the cassette facing down will be
protected.
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Once a cassette tape has been write protected, the effect can be
reversed by covering the write protect notch with a small piece
of tape.

Extended BASIC Features

When Tl Extended BASIC is used with the TI-99/4A computer
system, the Program Recorder takes on additional features. The
most useful feature is that of protected programs.

Data can be read from a file in Extended BASIC with a LINPUT*
statement. This technique allows all of the data stored in a record
to be assigned to a single string variable. However, this statement
can only be used with files that are stored in the DISPLAY mode
rather than INTERNAL.

Forexample, a PRINT* statement may be used to write the values
of four variables in a single cassette record. These four values can
be recovered with a LINPUT* statement that only includes one
string variable name. The four values are then assigned collec
tively to the string variable. A typical LINPUT* statement would
appear as follows.

LINPUT#1:A$

When an Extended BASIC program is saved with the SAVE
command, the keyword PROTECTED can be included in the
command. A program that was protected when it was saved
cannot be listed, edited or resaved after if has been reloaded into
memory. This feature allows programs to be used repeatedly,
but prevents them from being altered or copied. The following
SAVE command demonstrates the format used to produce a
protected version of a program.

>SAVE "CS1 "PROTECTED

Entended BASIC also allows programs to be loaded and excuted
with a single statement. The RUN command is used to perform
this function. When a RUN command is executed, the list of
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instructions will be displayed in the same manner as the OLD
command. However, theprogram will beautomatically executed
when the loading procedure has been completed. This feature
allows a RUN statement to appear in a program. As a result, a
program that is being executed can be used to load and execute
another program thatis saved onacassette tape. An example of
this concept is located in the last section of Chapter 3. The
correctsystem fora RUN command is illustrated by the following
example statement.

>RUN "CS1"





CHAPTER 7. THE Tl 1250 & 1850
DISK DRIVES

The Texas Instruments 1250and 1850disk drives provide a fast
and efficient means of storing programs and data. Although disk
drives cost more than cassette Program Recorders, disk drives
are much more versatile and easier to use.

The two models of disk drives are basically the same. However,
the 1250 disk drive is intended to be installed in a Peripheral
Expansion box. The 1850 disk drive is built into its own enclosure,
and is intended to be used separately.

The Disk Memory Systemisa package that includes a Disk Drive
Controller and a Disk Manager Command Module. The Disk
Drive Controller isan electronic device that actually manipulates
the disk drives. This system is capable of controlling 1, 2, or 3
independent disk drives. No disk drive can be used with the
computer system unless the Disk Drive Controller is installed.

The Disk Manager Command Module plugs directly into the
computer console. This device allows the disk drives to be used
to perform special functions. This Command Module does not
need to be used during the normal operation of the disk drive.
However, some special features of the disk drives require that
the Command Module be inserted in the computer console.

A complete guide to the installation of the disk drives and Disk
Drive Controller can be found in their respective manuals. Be
sure to follow these instructions carefully.

Before a disk drive isactually used with the computer system, it is
helpful to understand the fundamentals of disk storage.

Floppy Diskettes

The most widely used type of disk storage with microcomputers
is floppy disk storage. A floppy diskette consists of a round vinyl
disk enclosed within a plastic cover. The diskette is generally
stored in a diskette envelope.
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This cover protects the diskette from damage while it is being
handled by the operator. The diskette should never be removed
from its cover. A 5Va inch diskette with its protective envelope is
shown in Illustration 7-1.

The diskette isallowed to rotate within the protective cover. The
round hole in the middle of the diskette allows the disk drive to
hold the diskette and spin it. The oblong shaped opening on the
protective cover provides an area where data can be read from
or written to the diskette surface.

Illustration 7-1. Mini-Floppy Diskette

diskette
in its
cover

protective
envelope

Tracks and Sectors

To facilitate the process of searching for data on the diskette
surface, the surface is divided into tracks and sectors.

Tracks may be visualized as a series of concentric circles on the
diskette surface, as shown in Illustration 7-2. There are 40 tracks
on a diskette used by the Tl disk drives.
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To further reduce the time necessary to search for a particular
data item, the tracks are divided into sectors, which are also
shown in Illustration 7-2.

Illustration 7-2. Tracks and Sectors

One

Sector ot

Track

Track

Locating Tracks and Sectors

Locating a particular track on the disk surface is a relatively
uncomplicated matter. The drive merely moves the head to the
position on the diskette where the specified track is located,
much like the needle on a phonograph is positioned to the
location of a specific song on a record album.

However, locating a particular sector is a more difficult process.
An index hole is used to determine the position of the diskette. It
is located just to the right of the large hole in the middle of the
514 inch diskette.

The index hole, as shown in Illustration 7-1, is a hole only in the
diskette's protective covering. Another index hole is located on
the actual diskette surface inside the cover. As the diskette spins,
the index hole on the diskette surface passes underneath the
hole in the protective cover.
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A light source inside the disk drive shines light onto the area of
the diskette containing the index hole. When an index hole on
the disk surface is aligned with the index hole on the protective
cover the light will shine through to a sensor. The sensor will
relay information on the location of the index hole, which can be
used to calculate the various sector locations.

This method of locating sectors iscalled soft sectoring. Although
the Tl disk drives use soft sectored diskettes, some computers
use a similar system called hard sectoring. Hard sectored
diskettes have more than one index hole.

Single and Double Sided Diskettes

Some floppy diskettes are designed to be written on only one
side. These are known as single sided (SS) diskettes.

Diskettes which are designed to be written on both sides are
known as double sided (DS) diskettes.

Single, Double, and Quad Density Diskettes

Density refers to a diskette's recording format, which in turn
affects its capacity. Single density 514 inch diskettes have roughly
95Kof capacity, double density SVa inch diskettes have a capacity
of about 150-200K, and quad density 514 inch diskettes have a
capacity of up to 370K.

The Tl disk drives use single sided, single density or double
density diskettes. Asmall amount of the storage capacity of each
diskette is reserved for the operations of the disk drives. The
available storage capacity of each diskette is 90K.

Diskette Write Protection

Diskettes have a notch on the side of their protective envelope
that determines whether or not data can be written onto that

diskette. On 8 inch diskettes, this notch is known as a write-
protect notch. On 514 inch diskettes, it is known as a write-
enable notch.
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On an 8 inch diskette, information cannot be written onto the
diskette unless this notch has been covered. On 514 inch

diskettes, information cannot be written onto the diskette unless
the notch is left uncovered.

Some 514 inch diskettes may be permanently write protected if
their protective envelope does not contain a notch. Any 514 inch
diskette with a notch can be write protected by merely covering
the notch with a piece of tape as shown in Illustration 7-3.

Illustration 7-3. Write Protecting a 514 Inch Diskette

The main portion of this chapter is dedicated to the use of a
single disk drive with the TI-99/4A computer system. However,
all of this explanation applies to the use of several disk drives as
well.

Powering On

In order for a disk drive to be used with the computer system, the
Disk Controller must be powered on before the computer
console ispowered on. Generally, the best technique isto power
on all of the peripheral equipment, then power on the computer
console last.
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Inserting a Diskette

Before a diskette can be inserted in a disk drive, the drive door
must be open. If the drive door is not open already, press the
rectangular button to release the door latch. Do not attempt to
force the door open, it should spring open automatically.

Insert a diskette into the diskdrive as pictured in Illustration 7-4.

Illustration7-4. Inserting a Diskette

Notice that the write-enable notch isat the top of the diskette,
and the head access slot is forward. Once a diskette has been
inserted in the drive, close the drive door bysliding it to the left.
Ifthe diskette interferes with the closingof the door, the diskette
has not been inserted properly.

To remove a diskette, simply press the door latch release button.
This causes the drive door to open, and the diskette to be
partially ejected.

File Storage

When programs or data are output to a disk file, the file must be
given a name. Valid file names must contain 10 characters or less,
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and consist of uppercasecharacters and numbers. Thefollowing
special symbols can also be used in a file name.

!#$%&'()* +-/:;<=> ?@[/]a_

File names are used to distinguishthe files that are recorded on a
diskette. As a result, two files cannot exist on the same diskette
with the same file name. If a file is saved with a file name that
already exists on a specific diskette, the file that was recorded
earlier will be erased and the new file will be saved.

Diskette files belong to two broad catagories: programs and
data. Program files can contain only one BASIC program and
data files can contain onlydata. Data and programs cannot be
combined ina singlefile.Theway inwhich these filesare created
is discussed in a later section of this chapter. This topic is
deferred until the way in which the files are manipulated is
discussed.

THE DISK MANAGER

The Disk Manager isa command module that isused to perform
special functions of the disk memory system. These functions
include initializing diskettes, deleting files and generating
backup diskettes. The Disk Manager iseasy to use because each
function can be selected from a list of choicesthat are displayed
on the screen. A listof selections of this type is called a menu.

When the Disk Manager Command module is inserted in the
command module slot in the console, the master selection menu
appears as follows.

TEXAS INSTRUMENTS

HOME COMPUTER

PRESS

1 FOR Tl BASIC

2 FOR "DISK MANAGER"

3 FOR "DISKETTEN-MANAGER"
4 FOR "GESTION DE DISQUES"
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Selection number 2 from this menu activates the disk manager. A
title display appears for several seconds when this selection is
chosen. Each menu that appears after this display requires that
the proper selection be made and the proper data entered. The
Enter key must be pressed after each response is entered.

Usually,when the computer requires a selection, a value appears
at the location of the cursor. If the desired selection is the same
as the value that isdisplayed, simplypress the Enter keyto make a
selection. The values that automatically appear are called default
values.

When a set of selections are chosen from a menu, the following
prompt may appear at the bottom of the display.

PRESS: PROC'D, REDO,
BEGIN, OR BACK

The four commands correspond to the numbered keys (5,6,8
and 9) on the keyboard when they are used with the FCTN key.
Besure to hold the FCTN keydown while striking the appropriate
numbered key.

The PROC'D command causes the selected procedure to be
performed. Ifall of the selections from the menu are correct, the
PROC'Dcommand isused to proceed with the specified function
or repeat the previous function.

The REDO command causes the menu to be redisplayed so a
different set of selections can be made. This command is usually
chosen when a mistake is made in a menu selection.

The BEGIN command causes the main DiskManager menu to be
displayed. This command effectively returns the Disk Manager
to its initial condition.
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The BACK command causes the previous menu to be displayed.
This command should be chosen when it is desirable to return to
a previous level, but not all the way back to the main selection
menu. The main selection list appears as follows.

DISK MANAGER

1 FILE COMMANDS

2 DISK COMMANDS

3 DISK TESTS

4 SET ALL COMMANDS FOR

SINGLE DISK PROCESSING

The most useful categories of commands are the file commands
and diskcommands. The file commands are used to manipulate
the individual files on a diskette, and the disk commands deal
with an entire diskette.

The disk tests commands are not as useful as the first two
categories and they are rarely used. The last selection on the
main Disk Manager menu is used to inform the Disk Manager
that only one diskdrive isbeing used withthe computer system.

When the Disk Manager is in use, it isoften necessary to specify
the disk drive that contains the diskette for which the function
should be performed. However, when the Single Disk Processing
selection is chosen, it is no longer necessary to specify the
desired disk drive.

File Commands

The individual file commands are named as follows.

COPY FILE

RENAME FILE

DELETE FILE

MODIFY FILE PROTECTION
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As would be expected, the Copy File command is used to
duplicate a program or data file. When this command is
executed, the operator is asked to specify the disk drive that
contains the master copy of the file to be copied. Next, the file
name of the master file must be specified. The final two
specifications that must be included are the disk drive number
where the new copy should be located, and the file name that
the newly copied file will have.

When all of the correct entries have been specified, press FCTN-
6 (PROC'D) to begin the copying procedure. If an error was
made in the specifications of the parameters, press FCTN-8
(REDO) to repeat the Copy Filequestionnaire.

The Single Disk Processing selection from the Disk Manager
menu causes the Copy Fileprocedure to be altered slightly. The
Disk Manager assumes that only one disk drive is in use. As a
result, Disk Drive number 1 is considered to be the master as well
as the copy disk drive. To allow a single disk drive to be used to
copy files on separate diskettes, the Single Disk Processing
selection allows diskettes to be swapped during the copy
procedure. A list of prompts are displayed to aid the operator
through the disk swapping procedure. After each step, press
FCTN-6 to continue the procedure.

The Rename File command is used to change the name of a
program or data file. This command requires that the disk drive
number, old file name and new file name be specified. In the
Single Disk Processing mode, the disk drive number is assumed
to be one. When allof the prompts have been given appropriate
responses, press FCTN-6 to execute the command.

The Delete File command can be executed in either of two
modes. When this command has been selected, the first prompt
will appear as follows.

SELECTIVE (Y/N)?
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If the response to this prompt was N, the disk drive number and
the name of the file to be deleted must be specified. If the
response to the prompt was Y, each file that is located on the
specified disk drive will be listed by file name. Each file will be
listed individually, and the following prompt will be displayed.

DELETE (Y/N)?

When this prompt appears, the operator will have the
opportunity to either delete the listed files or continue with the
procedure. Each time the response to the prompt is "N",
another file name will be presented and the DELETE prompt will
be repeated. Each time the response to the prompt is "Y", the
indicated file will be deleted and the next file name will be
presented along with the DELETE prompt. The command will
automatically end when the listof file names has been exhausted.

When the Delete File (or any other) command is executed with
the Single Disk Processing in effect, the disk drive number does
not need to be specified.

The last command in the category of File Commands is the
Modify File Protection command. Important files that are stored
on a diskette may be designated as such by the "protected"
status.* Protected files cannot be deleted or renamed unless the
protected status has been overridden.

When the Modify File Protection command isexecuted, the disk
drive number must be specified. The name of a file must also be
specified. When this step has been completed, the following
prompt will appear.

PROTECT (Y/N)?

♦This status should not be confused with the keyword
PROTECTED used in Extended BASIC. This is not the same type
of protection.
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The selection made in response to this prompt will determine
the status of a file until it has been changed again with this
command.

When a file is copied, the status of the original file will be
transferred to the new file as well. For example, if DATA is the
name of a protected file on one diskette, and it is copied on
another diskette with the name RESULTS, the new file (RESULTS)
will be protected as well.

Disk Commands

The Disk Commands are used to perform procedures that affect
an entire diskette. The four Disk Commands have the following
names.

CATALOG DISK

BACKUP DISK

MODIFY DISK NAME

INITIALIZE NEW DISK

The Catalog Disk command is used to display a listof all the files
on a diskette. When this command is executed, the disk drive
number must be specified unless the Single Disk Processing
mode is in effect.

The next prompt that appears indicates that the listof files can be
output to the display thermal printer, RS-232 interface or some
other device. Once the device selection has been chosen, the
procedure will be ready to begin.

When FCTN-6 (PROC'D) is entered, the list of file names, types
of files, file lengths and file protection status will be output. Also,
the number of sectors in use and the number of available sectors

will be indicated.

The Backup Disk command is used to make a second copy of the
contents of a diskette. When the Backup Disk command is
executed, a prompt will appear on the display as follows.

SELECTIVE (Y/N)?
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This selection will determine whether an entire diskette is to be
copied,or only individual files. If the response to thisprompt is
"Y", each file name will be listed individually, along with its
length, type and protection status. The following prompt will
then appear on the display.

COPY FILE (Y/N)?

The response to this prompt will determine whether the file isto
be copied. After each response, the next file name will be
displayed along with the file parameters.

TheCOPY FILE will be displayed repeatedlyuntilthe entire list of
file names has been exhausted.

If the reply to the SELECTIVE prompt was "N", the entire
contents of the diskette will be duplicated. This procedure is
simple if two or more disk drives are in use. In this case, simply
specify the disk drive number that contains the master diskette
and enter the disk drive number that contains the backup
diskette.

Unfortunately, the BackupDisk procedure israther inconvenient
when a single disk drive is in use. In this case the Single Disk
Processing mode mustbe ineffect. Each timea fileiscopied, the
masterdiskette and backup diskettes mustbe swapped. Aseries
of prompts will be displayed to guide the user through the
procedure. However, ifseveral files need to be duplicated, this
procedure may becometedious and timeconsuming.

The third command in the category of Disk Commands is the
Modify Disk Name command. This command is used to change
the name that was assigned to a diskette. The diskette name is
merely a means of identifying the diskette.

When this command is executed, the disk drive number must be
specified. Thecurrent nameof the diskette will be displayed as
well as a prompt that indicates that a new diskette name should
be entered. When FCTN-6 (PROC'D) is typed, the name of the
diskette will be changed.
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The Initialize command is the most important Disk Manager
command because diskettes cannot be used until they have
been initialized. As a result, the Initialize command must be used
before any other disk operations can be performed.

When this command is executed, the disk drive number must be
specified if the Single Diskette Processing mode is not in effect.
The next message will indicate the current name of the diskette,
or will indicate that the diskette has not been initialized and does
not have a name. At this point, a new diskette name must be
specified. The next prompt will appear as follows.

40 TRACKS (Y/N)?

A "Y" response to this prompt will cause 40 tracks of 9 sectors
each to be arranged on the diskette. If the response to this
prompt was "N", the diskette will be arranged in 35 tracks. Since
40 tracks allow the storage of more data, it isgenerally advisable
to use the 40 track format.

The initializing procedure includes a process that verifies the
condition of the diskette. As each sector is examined, the
number of the sector will be displayed. If a problem occurs, a
message will be displayed on the screen. If such a problem
occurs, the initialization should be repeated. If the problem
persists, the diskette should not be used.

When the initialization has been completed, the total number of
available sectors will be displayed. It should be noted that the
initialization procedure eliminates all of the information that
may have been stored on a diskette before it had been
initialized. Fortunately, a diskette only needs to be initialized
once before it is used for the first time.

Disk Tests

There are two types of tests that can be performed for the Disk
Memory System: quick tests and comprehensive tests. Quick
tests are performed to determine the condition of a diskette. The
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comprehensive tests are performed to determine the condition
of the entire Disk MemorySystem, includingthe Disk Controller
and Disk Drive as well as the diskette.

A disk test can be either destructive or non-destructive. A
destructive test is a procedure that eliminates all of the infor
mation on a diskette. Thistype of test is usuallyperformed with
new diskettes to be sure that they are not damaged.

Anon-destructive test does not eliminate any of the information
stored on the diskette. As a result, this type of test is generally
more useful.

When the Disk Testselection is chosen from the Disk Manager
Menu, the following two selections will appear on the display.

1 QUICK TEST
2 COMPREHENSIVE TEST

The Quick test can be chosen at any time, regardless of the
condition of the diskette. The first prompt that appears on the
display requests the type of test to be performed. If a non
destructive test is desired, enter "N". However, if the diskette
has not been initialized, the destructive test must be selected.

If the diskette had not been initialized previously, a prompt will
request information concerning the number of tracks on the
diskette and the number of the drive containing the diskette. A
subsequent prompt will be displayed to determine whether the
test should be performed repeatedly or only once. The final
prompt will be used to select a device that can be used to record
any errors detected during the test.

When a complete set of selectionshavebeen made, press FCTN-
6 (PROC'D) to begin the test procedure. Press FCTN-4 (CLEAR) if
the test needs to be stopped at any point.
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A quick test requires only a few minutes to be executed, but a
comprehensive test requires about 15minutes to be completed.
Also, a comprehensive test is always destructive. Since this test
requires so much time to be completed, it is used only
infrequently.

The information required to perform a comprehensive test will
be presented with a set of prompts in a similar manner to the
quick test.

SAVING AND LOADING PROGRAMS

There are two BASIC commands that are commonly used to save
and load programs. These commands are SAVE and OLD. The
SAVE command isused when programs are to be stored, and the
OLD command is used to recover previously stored programs.

SAVE

When the SAVE command is used to store a program, the
command must include a device name as well as a file name.

Appropriate device names include DSK1, DSK2 and DSK3. Only
the lower number device names may be used iffewer than three
disk drives are in use.

The Disk Memory System must be powered on and ready to
operate when the SAVE command is executed.

The SAVE command stores the program that currently resides in
the computer's memory in a disk file with the specified name. Ifa
file already exists on the specified diskette with the specified file
name, the old file will be erased and the new file will be stored in
its place.

The following example commands demonstrate the technique
used to save programs in disk files.

SAVE DSK1. PROGRAM

SAVE DSK2. SORT

SAVE DSK1. FORECAST
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Before attempting to save a program in a diskette file, be sure
that the diskette has been initialized. The initialization procedure
can be performed by the DiskManager DiskCommand number
4.

The SAVE command cannot be used unless a program actually
exists in the computer's memory. If no program is present, a
CAN'T DO THAT error will occur.

OLD

The OLD command is used to recover programs that had
previously been saved. Whenever a program is loaded into the
computer's memory by means of an OLD command, any
program that may have previously been present in the com
puter's will be erased.

When the OLD command is used to recover a program, the
command must include a device name as well as a file name.
Appropriate device names include DSK1, DSK2 and DSK3. Only
the lower number device names may be used iffewer than three
disk drives are in use.

The Disk Memory System must be powered on and ready to
operate when the OLD command is executed.

The following example commands demonstrate the techniques
used to recover programs from disk files.

OLD DSK1. PROGRAM

OLD DSK2. SORT

OLD DSK1. FORECAST

Any attempt made to load a program that has not been saved on
a diskette will result in DISK ERROR 57.
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SAVING DATA

The Tl Disk Drives are not restricted to saving and loading
programs. They can also be used to save data. Any string or
numeric values that need to be saved can be recorded and
retrieved with a disk drive.

There are 4 BASIC commands that are used to store and retrieve
data. These statements are OPEN, CLOSE, PRINT# and INPUT#.

TYPES OF DATA FILES

A data file is merely a collection of records, and a record is a
collection of data items. The records in a data file can be
arranged in one of two ways.

A sequential file is a collection of records in which each record
can only be accessed in the order in which it was written. In other
words, the records are written to the file in a specific order, and
they can only be accessed in the same order. The records in a
cassette tape data file are an excellent example of a sequential
file.

A relative file is a collection of records in which each record can
be accessed individually and in any order. Unfortunately, the
added convenience of a relative file is counteracted by a
reduced efficiency in the use of disk storage space.

Relative files cannot be used unless each record is the same
length. However, sequential filescan varyin length, as long as an
upper limit is not exceeded. Since data items are usually not
uniform in length, relative files usually result in a great deal of
wasted memory space because the data file contains a large
number of records, very few of which are fully occupied.

On the other hand, sequential files can be created so each
record is only as long as the data that needs to be stored in that
record. This technique results in a much more efficient use of
disk memory space.
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OPEN

Before data can be output to any external device, an OPEN
statement must be executed. The OPEN statement must include
the information that is required to establish communication
between the computer and the external device.

A filenumber is a parameter that is used to specify a particular
channel of communication between the computer and a partic
ular device. It is necessary to use a filenumber because several
different peripheral devices may be in use at the same time, or
the same device may be used for several functions simultane
ously. To avoid contusion, each input or output operation of the
computer must be assigned a unique number.

The filenumber must be an integer from 1 to 128, and must be the
first parameter in an OPEN statement. Any subsequent PRINT#,
INPUT# or CLOSE statement must include the specified tile-
number.

An OPEN statement must also include several additional para
meters to specify the exact nature of the transfer of data, as well
as the format of the data file.

As mentioned earlier, there are primarily two types of data files:
relative and sequential. The keyword RELATIVE is used in an
OPEN statement to specify a relative file. Similarly, the keyword
SEQUENTIAL specifies a sequential file. With all disk data files
the keyword INTERNAL should alsobe specified. This parameter
specifies a compact means of storing the data that uses the
storage space most effectively.

Sequential files can be opened for either INPUT, OUTPUT, or a
special function called APPEND. The keyword INPUT refers to
the situation in which data is being retrieved from a file. The
keyword OUTPUT is used when data is sent to a new file. The
APPEND function is used when it is necessary to add additional
records to the end of a sequential file.
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An OPEN statement also requires a parameter that specifies the
length of each record in the file. Since the nature of sequential
files requires variable length records, the keyword VARIABLE
should be used with all sequential files.

Relative files can be opened for either INPUT, OUTPUT or a
special function called UPDATE. The keyword INPUT once again
refers to the situation in which data isbeing retrieved from a file.
The keyword OUTPUT is used when data is to be sent to a new
file.

The UPDATE function is used when it is necessary to change the
data stored in a record within the file. The structure of relative
files requires that each record be the samelength. As a result, the
keyword FIXED must be included in an OPEN statement for a
relative file.

Ifa record length isnot specified, each record in a relative disk
file will be 80 characters long. If a smaller record length is
desired, the record length can be specified immediatelyafter the
FIXED parameter. The following example statements depict the
correct format of OPEN statements.

OPEN#4: "DSK1. RESULTS",OUTPUT,SEQUENTIAL, VARIABLE,
INTERNAL

OPEN #7: "DSK2. DATA", OUTPUT, RELATIVE, FIXED 50,
INTERNAL

OPEN#4:"DSK1. RESULTS", APPEND,SEQUENTIAL,VARIABLE,
INTERNAL

OPEN #7: "DSK2. DATA", UPDATE, RELATIVE, FIXED 50,
INTERNAL

OPEN #4: "DSK1. RESULTS", INPUT, SEQUENTIAL, VARIABLE,
INTERNAL

OPEN #7: "DSK1. DATA", INPUT, RELATIVE, FIXED 50,
INTERNAL



The Tl 1250 & 1850 Disk Drives 291

CLOSE

A CLOSE statement is used to eliminate a channel that had been
previously established for an input or output operation. A
CLOSE statement does not require any parameters other than
the filenumber.

A CLOSE statement is not always required since each input or
output channel will be automatically closed when the program
ends. However, it isa good programming practice to close each
channel that has been opened in a program.

A typical CLOSE statement would have the following structure.

CLOSE #1

A CLOSE statement can include the keyword DELETE. This state
ment causes the data file that is being closed to be deleted as
well. Besure to include a colon after the filenumber, as depicted
below.

CLOSE #1: DELETE

DELETE

A DELETE statement is used to delete files from a diskette. The
only parameters required for a DELETE statement are an appro
priate device name and file name. As a result, a typical DELETE
statement would appear as follows.

DELETE "DSK1. OUTPUT"

A disk error will occur if a DELETE statement specifies a
nonexistant device.

PRINT#

A PRINT# statement is used to output data to a diskette data file.
The format for this statement, is basically the same as the PRINT
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statement, except for the filenumber. Each PRINT# statement
must include a filenumber, followed by a colon. The values that
follow the colon will be output to the specified tile.

For example, the following PRINT# statement would cause the
values of the variables A$, B$ and C$ to be output to a data file

PRINT#1: A$,B$,C$

When data is output to a file, the data items in the PRINT#
statement should be separated by commas.

Thedata isoutput insectionscalledrecords.Arecord is merelya
section of the diskette that is used to store one or more data
items. Each PRINT# statement outputs exactly one record.

For diskette files, each record will be 80 characters long unless a
smaller number was specified in the corresponding OPEN
statement. Asa result, the data being sent to the data file cannot
exceed a total of 80 characters.

The length of a string value is the total number of characters in
that string. Letters, numbers, spacesand punctuation marks all
contribute to the length of a stringvalue. Each numeric value has
the equivalent length of an 8 character string value.

One space of the data record must be used to separate the
individual values. These spaces must also be considered when
record lengths are determined. As a result, the total number of
characters in the record can be calculated as follows.

Total number of variables
Total number of characters in string values

+ Eight characters for each numeric value
Total record length.

Writing to Sequential Files

Sequential files contain a set of records that are recorded one
after the other, in a specificorder. As a result, the records do not
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need to be of uniform length. The keyword VARIABLE should be
included in the OPEN statement that corresponds to the
particular file.

Since the records of a sequential file are automatically stored
with the correct length, the record length isof no concern to the
programmer as long as the maximum length of 80 characters is
not exceeded. A typical PRINT# statement for a sequential file
would appear as follows.

PRINT #1: A, B,C$

Writing to Relative Files

Since the records of a relative file can be accessed in any order, a
PRINT# statement for this type of file must specify the number of
the record that is to receive the data. The REC statement in a

PRINT#statement performs this function. A REC statement must
be included after the filenumber, but before the data items in a
PRINT# statement. The following example statement portrays
the typical structure of a PRINT# statement tor a relative tile.

PRINT #1, REC 4: A$, B$, C$

The example statement would cause the values of the variables
A$, B$, and C$ to be output to record number 4 of the file
opened for channel number 1. Keep in mind that the first record
in a relative file is record number zero.

The nature of relative files requires that the records in a file be of
uniform length. As a result, the most efficient use of diskette
storage area requires the minimum record length. However, the
records must all be long enough to accomodate the amount of
data that appears in the longest record of the file. The FIXED
statement that appears in every OPEN statement for a relative file
may be followed by any value less than or equal to 80. This value
determines the length of every record in the entire file.
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INPUT#

An INPUT# statement is used to retrieve data from a diskette data
file. The format for this statement is basically the same as the
INPUT statement, except tor the filenumber. Each INPUT# must
include a filenumber followed by a colon. The variables speci
fied in the INPUT# statement are assigned values that have pre
viously been stored in a data tile.

For example, the following INPUT* statement would cause
values to be input for the variables X$, Y$, and Z$.

INPUT #1: X$,Y$,Z$

The variables specified in an INPUT# statement must be separ
ated by commas.

Data is stored in a data file as a collection of records. Each record

in the file has a specific format. The type of data in each record is
determined by the structure of the PRINT* statement that was
used to output the data. For example, if a PRINT# statement
outputs two string values followed by two numeric values, these
values are recorded in a specific order in a specific record.

As a result, the data in the field can only be recovered by an
INPUT# statement that has the same structure. This principle is
demonstrated in Illustration 7-5.

Illustration 7-5. Corresponding PRINT#/INPUT# Formats

output statement corresponding input statement

PRINT #1: A$
PRINT #27: A$, B$, C, D
PRINT #1: A, B,C, D
PRINT #4: A, B$, C

INPUT#4: X$
INPUT #3: L$,M$,N,0
INPUT #1: A,B,C, D
INPUT#6:X,X$,Y
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There are several important considerations in the use of PRINT#
and INPUT# statements. The most important detail isthe fact that
each corresponding pair of PRINT# and INPUT# statements must
have the same number of variables. String variables must
correspond to string values and numeric variables must corre
spond to numeric values.

The actual names of the variablesdo not have to be exactly the
same in a corresponding pair of statements. The only require
ment is that the types of variablesmust be consistent. Similarly,
the tilenumbers in corresponding statements do not have to be
the same, although this is often the case.

Reading from Sequential Files

INPUT# statements are used to recover data from a diskette file
in sequential order. The data isassigned to the variables that are
listed in the INPUT# statement. Thedata must be input in exactly
the same order in which it was recorded.

An INPUT# statement must include exactly the same number
and type of variablesas the corresponding PRINT# statement.

Reading from Relative Files

The data stored in relative files can be accessed in any order. Asa
result, a record number can be specified when an INPUT*
statement is used with relative files. The keyword REC can be
included in the INPUT# statement immediately after the tile-
number.

An INPUT# statement can be used with relative files without a
record number. However, if no record was specified, the data
willbe taken from the record immediately after the one that had
been accessed previously. As a result, data can be recovered
from a relative file in a sequential style if no record numbers are
specified. The following two example statements demonstrate
the format of typical INPUT# statements.

INPUT #1, REC 2: A, B, C
INPUT #1: A, B,C
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The EOF Function

The EOF function returns a numeric value that indicates if the
end of a file has been reached. This function requires an argu
ment that corresponds to the filenumber of a diskette data file. A
typical program statement that uses the EOF function would
appear as follows.

PRINT EOF (1)

The EOF function is used most often when sequential files are
used as the input to a program. Ifthe end of the file has not been
reached, the function will return a zero value. Ifa problem arises
that does not allow the input process to continue, the function
will return a value of-1. If the end of a file has been reached by
the normal exhaustion of data, the function will return a value of
1.

Recall that an IF, THEN statement considers any non-zero value
to be a true condition. Asa result, a statement with the following
format can be used to branch the execution of a program when
the end of a file has been reached.

IF EOF (1) THEN 450

The RESTORE Statement

A RESTORE statement can be used to alter the order in which the
records in a sequential file are accessed. Normally, the records in
a sequential file are accessed from the first record in the file to
the last. However, a RESTORE statement causes the first record in
the file to be accessed again. In other words, a RESTORE
statement has the same effect as closing a file and reopening it
again. A RESTORE statement must always contain the filenumber
that corresponds to a diskette data tile. The following statement
demonstrates the format of a typical RESTORE statement for a
sequential file.

RESTORE #1
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A RESTORE statement can be used with relative files in a similar
manner. However, this statement isonly of limited use since the
records in a relative file can always be accessed in any order.
When used with a relativefile,a RESTORE statement may include
a REC statement that specifies a particular record in a file. As a
result, the next record accessed in the filewill correspond to the
record number specified in the RESTORE statement. The follow
ing example statement demonstrates a typical RESTORE stat
ement for a relative file.

RESTORE #1,27

Sequential Data File Example

An example program is included here in order to present the
techniques used to create and use a data file. This example
includes a sequential file arranged in a possible format for a parts
order form.

10 OPEN #1: "DSK1. ORDER", OUTPUT, SEQUENTIAL,
INTERNAL, VARIABLE

20 CALL CLEAR

30 INPUT "DESCRIPTION?":D$
40 INPUT "PART NUMBER?":P

50 INPUT "QUANTITY?":Q
60 PRINT #1:D$, P, Q
70 INPUT "ENTER S TO STOP": S$
80 IFS$O"S"THEN20

90 CLOSE #1

100 INPUT "ENTER R TO REVIEW": R$
110 IFR$<>"R"THEN200

120 CALL CLEAR

130 PRINT "PARTS ORDER":::

140 OPEN #1: "DSK1. ORDER", INPUT, SEQUENTIAL,
INTERNAL, VARIABLE

150 INPUT #1: A$, B, C
160 PRINT A$, B; C
170 IF EOF (1) THEN 190
180 GOTO 150

190 CLOSE #1

200 END
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The program has two major parts; one for writing data to a file
and one for recovering the data. The first part begins with an
OPEN statement that assigns filenumber 1 to the data file DSK1.
ORDER. The prefix DSK1 indicates that the tiles should be
created on the diskette in disk drive number 1. The OPEN state

ment also specifies that the tile will be written in a sequential
fashion with variable length records.

The program proceeds with three INPUT statements that present
prompt messages on the display and accept data entered at the
keyboard. A PRINT# statement is used to write the three data
items in a single record of the file. An additional INPUT
statement is included to determine the end of the list of data. In

order to stop the data entry routine, the letter Smust be entered
in response to the prompt. Ifany entry other than S is made the
program will request additional data.

The second part of the program begins with an INPUT message
that asks if the contents of the file need to be reviewed. If the
response to this prompt is anything other than the letter R, the
program will branch to the end of the program. IfRwas entered,
the data file DSK1. ORDER will be opened once again. However,
the file will be opened for input rather than output. Notice that
the file's other parameters will match those identified in the
initial file access.

Before the contents of the file are read, the display will be
cleared and the message "PARTS ORDER" displayed. Once the
file has been opened, an INPUT# statement will be repeated
until the end of the file has been detected. Notice that the
number of variables and type of variables in the INPUT statement
corresponds exactly to the PRINT# statement in the first part of
the program. When the data in the file has been exhausted, the
file will be closed and the program will end.

The records of a sequential file cannot be altered once the file
has been created. However, additional records can be added to
the end of the file if the APPEND operation was used. When an
OPEN statement is used to reopen a sequential file, the para-
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meters of the file must once again be exactly the same. The
following example statement could be used to reopen the file
DSK1. ORDER.

OPEN #1: "DSKI.ORDER", APPEND, SEQUENTIAL, INTERNAL,
VARIABLE

Relative Data File Example

The following example program demonstrates a technique that
can be used to create and maintain a relative file.

10 OPEN #1: "DSK1. DATA", UPDATE, RELATIVE, FIXED,
INTERNAL

20 CALL CLEAR

30 X = X + 1

40 INPUT "NAME:":N$
50 INPUT "ADDRESS:":A$
60 INPUT "CITY:":C$
70 INPUT "STATE:":S$
80 PRINT #1, REC 0:X
90 PRINT #1, REC X:N$, A$, C$, S$
100 INPUT "ENTER S TO STOP": STOP$
110 IF STOPS = "S" THEN 130
120 GOTO 20

130 CLOSE #1

140 INPUT "ENTER L TO LIST NAMES":L$

150 IF L$ <> "L" THEN 240
160 CALL CLEAR

170 OPEN #1: "DSK1. DATA", INPUT, RELATIVE, FIXED,
INTERNAL

180 INPUT #1, REC 0:X

190 FOR N = 1 TO X

200 INPUT #1: A$, B$, C$, D$
210 PRINT A$: B$: C$: D$:::
220 NEXT N

230 CLOSE #1

240 END
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The preceeding example program isdivided into two parts. The
first part creates the data file and allows data to be entered into
the file. The second part allows the data to be recalled and
displayed on the screen.

The program begins by opening filenumber 1 tor the disk data
tile DSK1.DATA. Data can be written to the tile as well as read

because the file is a relative file opened for the UPDATE
operation.

The variable Xin this program isused to keep track of the current
record number in the file. As a result, the value of X must be
increased each time a new record is added to the file. Record
number zero in the data file is used to store the number of
records that are contained in the file.

The input routine in the first part of the program provides
prompts and accepts four values to be stored in each record.
When all four values have been entered, the current record
number will be stored in record number zero, and the data will
be stored in the next available record. An additional INPUT
statement was included to allow the user to end the input
routine.

When the input routine has been completed, the data can be
recovered from the file byentering the letter Lin response to the
"LIST NAMES" prompt.

In order to recover the data, the file must be opened once again.
The same file parameters must be specified each time a file is
opened. Record number zero must be read first in order to
determine the total number of records in the file. When this
value has been determined, a FOR, NEXT loop will be estab
lished to read the data from the file. An INPUT# statement within
the loop will be used to read the four values from each record of
the file.

The loop will be repeated until each record in the file has been
read and displayed. When this procedure has been completed,
the file will be closed and the program will end.
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CALL FILES

Each file that is opened for input or output to the computer will
consume a portion of the computer's memory. As a result, Tl
BASIC imposes a limit of 3 files that can be simultaneously open.

If it becomes necessary to use more than 3 files, the CALL FILES
statement can be used to extend the limit to any number less
than 10. A CALL FILES statement must be executed in the

immediate mode, followed by the NEW command. A CALL FILES
statement must not be used as a statement in a program.

The following two statements demonstrate the technique used
to allow 5 files to be simultaneously open in a program.

CALL FILES (5)
NEW

Extended BASIC Features

Extended BASIC allows the use of a LINPUT# statement to input
an entire record of a file. Unfortunately, this statement can only
be used with files that had been recorded with the DISPLAY
format rather than INTERNAL. With relative files, a LINPUT#
statement can include a REC statement in order to specify a
particular record within a file. The following two example
statements depict the two formats of a LINPUT# statement.

LINPUT#1,REC27:A$
LINPUT#1:A$

A LINPUT# statement can only include a single string variable
name since the entire record will be returned as one value.

Extended BASIC also allows the use of the REC function. This

function returns the number that corresponds to the record that
will be accessed next in a relative file. In other words, the REC
function returns a value that is one greater than the number of
the current record.
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TheREC function requires anargument thatcorresponds to the
filenumber of a currently opened data file.



CHAPTER 8. THE TI-99/4A PRINTER

The TI-99/4 printer (model PHP 2500) allows its user to output
programs and data using virtually any standard computer form.
This printer includes a number of useful features—including
graphics capabilities and a variety of type styles that allow data to
be output in any one of several different formats.

The computer can send data to the printer in one of two modes.
These two modes are commonly called serial and parallel.
Regardless of the mode, the printer must be used with an RS232
interface module. The TI-99/4 printer is most commonly used in
the serial mode.

Early models of the RS232 interface module do not have a
parallel output. As a result, the printer must be used in the serial
mode with this style of interface module.

New models of the RS232 interface have both serial and parallel
output. This type of interface is installed in the Peripheral
Expansion box.

The cable supplied with the printer allows it to be used in the
serial mode. The printer can only be used in the parallel mode if
a special cable is purchased.
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Installation

Carefully follow the installation instructions that appear in the
printer manual. These instructions provide a complete guide to
the installation of the printer.

When the installation iscomplete, be sure to test the printer by
holding down the LF button and turning the printer's power on.
If the results of the test are satisfactory, and the printer is
properly installed, the printer is ready to be operated.

The remainder of this chapter ispresented in three sections. The
first section deals with the BASIC commands that can be used to
list programs and output data to the printer. The second section
is dedicated to the special printer commands that control the
special functions of the printer. The final section of this chapter
provides an explanation of the techniques used to generate
graphics with the printer.

Listing Programs

The LIST command can be used to output a copy of the program
that is currently stored in the computer's memory.

Since the printer is connected to the RS232 interface, the LIST
command requires the device name "RS232" to cause the output
to be sent to the printer.

The following example depicts the command that is used to
output the entire program that is stored in the computer's
memory.

=*LIST "RS232"

The LIST command can alsobe used with line numbers to specify
portions of the program to be output. For example, the
following command would cause program lines 100 through
1000 to be output to the printer.
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LIST "RS232": 100-1000

Outputting Data

A PRINTS statement ismost commonly used to output data to the
printer. However, an I/O channel must be opened for the
printer before any data can be output.

An OPEN statement is required to open an I/O channel. An
OPEN statement for the printer requires a filenumber as well as
the device name "RS232". The filenumber can be any integer
from 1 to 255.

The followingstatement isa typical OPEN statement that can be
used to establish an I/O channel for the printer.

OPEN #7: "RS232"

Any subsequent PRINT# statements in a program that specify
filenumber 7 will cause the output to be sent to the printer.

The following example program demonstrates the use of OPEN
and PRINT* statements to output data to the printer.

10 OPEN #7: "RS232"
20 FOR J=1 TO 20
30 PRINT #7: JJA2

40 NEXT]
50 CLOSE #7

60 END

The preceding example program causes the values from 1 to 20
to be output, along with the squares of these values.

PRINT# statements are used in a similar manner to PRINT
statements. The only difference between the two types of
statements lies in the use of the filenumber.
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When the data values in a PRINT# statement are separated by
commas, the output will be arranged in columns. Sixcolumns of
data can be output on a standard 8V2" paper width.

When the data values in a PRINT# statement are separated by
semicolons, no additional spaces are inserted in the output.
String values are output adjacent to each other, but numeric
values are always preceded and followed by one blank space.

A CLOSE statement is used to prevent access to an I/O channel
that was previously opened with an OPEN statement.

A CLOSEstatement requires the filenumber of the I/O channel
that is no longer needed. CLOSE statements are not always
necessary since all I/O channels are automatically closed when
the program ends. However, it isa good programming practice
to include CLOSE statements that correspond to each OPEN
statement in a program.

Printer Commands

The TI-99/A printer's output can be controlled using a variety of
Hiffprpnt nrint*»r rnmmanHcdifferent printer commands

For example, by outputting certain characters to the printer, the
programmer can vary the typestyle used to output data. Printer
control characters also allow the programmer to set tab stops,
vary the character set, control line spacing, control the form
length, and control the line length. Eachof these printer control
commands will be discussed in the next few pages.

These printer control characters can be generated with the
CHR$ function. For example, character number 13 causes the
printer to return to the beginning of the next line. This is known
as a carriage return. The following example contains a typical
PRINT # statement that generates a carriage return.



The TI-99/4 Printer 307

PRINT #2: CHR$(13)

Many of the special functions of the TI-99/4 printer require more
than one character to be specified. When a special function
requires more than one printer control character, the CHR$
statements should be separated bysemicolons ina single PRINT#
statement.

For example, the following statement would be used to output
four special characters to the printer.

PRINT#3:CHR$(27);CHR$(76);CHR$(80);CHR$(0)

In the preceding example, the characters CHR$(76) and
CHR$(80) would be output to the printer. The ASCII values 76
and 80correspond to the letters Land Prespectively. Asa result,
it was not actually necessary to use the CHR$ function to
generate these two characters.

The following three statements have the same effect as the
previous example statement.

PRINT #3 :CHR$(27); "L"; CHR$(80) ; CHR$(0)
PRINT #3 :CHR$(27); CHR$(76); "P"; CHR$(0)
PRINT #3 :CHR$(27); "LP"; CHR$(0)

Print Styles

The TI-99/4 printer can output characters in any one of 12
distinct styles. These styles can be controlled by a program
through the use of special printer control characters.

The two fundamental type styles are called standard and
condensed. The standard print style isautomatically used when
the printer is first powered on. This style outputs 10 characters
per inch for a total of 80 characters per line.
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The condensed print style outputs approximately 17 characters
per inch for a total of 132 characters per line. The standard and
condensed print styles cannot be used on the same line of
output.

Either of these fundamental styles can be enlarged to twice their
normal width. As expected, only half as many double width
characters can be output on each line. Bothenlarged and normal
width characters can be output on the same line.

The TI-99/4 printer can also be used to output bold characters.
There are two techniques that are used to generate these print
styles: double printing and emphasized print.

When double printing is used, the printer types each character
twice in order to make a darker impression on the paper. The
double printing mode can be used in conjunction with any of
the print styles.Unfortunately, the printer must reduce its rate of
output when the double print mode is used.

Emphasized print is similar in principle to double printing, but
emphasized print does not reduce the speed of the printer. In
the standard output mode (10 characters per inch), emphasized
characters are the same size as non-emphasized characters.
However, in the condensed output mode (17 characters per
inch), emphasized characters are larger.Emphasized condensed
characters are output in the standard character size (10 charac
ters per inch).

As a result, the TI-99/4 printer can output characters in any of
four sizes. Table 8-1 summarizes the sizes of these four print
styles.
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Table 8-1. Print Sizes

Style Characters/inch

Condensed 17

Standard or

Emphasized condensed 10

Enlarged condensed 8.5

Enlarged Standard or
Enlarged Emphasized
Condensed

5

Generally, when a print style isselected, it will be in effect for the
entire line of output. However, enlarged characters can be used
at any time without disrupting the entire line of output.

Table 8-2 includes a complete list of the commands used to
activate and deactivate the print styles.

Table 8-2. Print Style Commands

Mode Activate Deactivate

Standard CHR$(18)

Condensed CHR$(15) CHR$(18)

Enlarged CHR$(14) CHR$(20)

Double CHR$(27);"G" CHR$(27);"H"

Emphasized CHR$(27);"E" CHR$(27);"F"
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The following example program demonstrates the technique
used to output characters in four different sizes.

100 OPEN#1:"RS232"

200 OPEN #1:CHR$(15);"CONDENSED"
300 PRINT#1:CHR$(27);"E";"EMPHASIZED"
400 PRINT #1:CHR$(27);"F";
500 PRINT #1:CHR$(14);"ENLARGED"
600 PRINT#1:CHR$(14);CHRS$(27);"E"
700 PRINT #1:"ENLARGED EMPHASIZED"

800 CLOSE #1

900 END

Character Sets

The TI-99/4 printer can use any one of 8 character sets. All 8
character sets are similar to each other, but each one contains
several unique characters. The character sets are commonly
referenced by the country for which the character set is most
appropriate.

The eight character sets are designated by the values 0 through 7
as listed in Table 8-3.

The character set for England contains only one character that
differs from the U.S.A. character set. In the Englishcharacter set,
the £ symbol is included instead of #. As a result, when the
English character set is in use, the £ symbol is printed each time
the # character is sent to the printer.

In order to select a character set other than character set number

zero, a three character command must be executed. The first
two characters must be CHR$(27) and CHR$(82) respectively.
The third character must correspond to the desired character
set. For example, the following statement could be used to select
the character set for Italy.

PRINT #1: CHR$(27);CHR$(82);CHR$(6)
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Table 8-3. Character Set Values

Country Value

U.S.A. 0

France 1

Germany 2

England 3

Denmark 4

Sweden 5

Italy 6

Spain 7

Tabulation

The TI-99/4 printer allows tab stop locations to be set for the lines
of output as well as for columns. The horizontal tab function
causes the printer to proceed to a specified column location. The
vertical tab function causes the printer to proceed to a specified
line on the page.

The horizontal tab function can be used to set up to 12 tab stop
locations. In order to set the tabs, CHR$(27) and CHR$(68) must
be sent to the printer. Additional characters must be sent to the
printer to specify the tab locations. The last character must be
CHR$(0). Be certain that the tab locations are listed in ascending
order. The following characters can be used to set the tab
locations at column numbers 30, 60 and 70.

CHR$(27);CHR$(68);CHR$(30);CHR$(60);CHR$(70);CHR$(0)
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CHR$(9) is the command that causes the printer to proceed to
the next tab stop location. If the CHR$(9) command was exe
cuted when the printer had passed the last tab stop on a line, the
printer would ignore this command.

The tab function will have no effect when enlarged characters
are being output.

Vertical tabulation issimilar in principle to horizontal tabulation.
Vertical tabs correspond to line numbers rather than column
numbers. The first two characters of a vertical tab statement must

be CHR$(27) and CHR$(66). The last character must be CHR$(0).
As many as 8 vertical tab locations can be used at one time.

The following characters can be used to set tab locations at lines
30,40 and 60. Once again, be certain that the line numbers are
specified in ascending order.

CHR$(27);CHR$(66);CHR$(30);CHR$(40);CHR$(60);CHR$(0)

The CHR$(11) code isused to cause the printer to proceed to the
next predetermined line number. The lines on a page range
from 1 to 66.

In order for the vertical tab function to operate properly, the
paper must be set with the top of the page in the correct
location. This setting must be made before the printer is
powered on.

The following example demonstrates the use of the horizontal
and vertical tab functions. Use the FF key to advance the printer
to the top of the next page before beginning this program.

100 OPEN#1: "RS232"

110 FORJ=0TO8
120 READ X

130 PRINT #1:CHR$(X);
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140 NEXT J

150 DATA 27, 68, 35, 0
160 DATA 27, 66, 33, 65, 0
170 PRINT#1:CHR$(9);"TOP CENTER"
180 PRINT#1:CHR$(11);"MIDDLE LEFT"
190 PRINT #1:CHR$(11); CHR$(9);"BOTTOM CENTER"
200 CLOSE #1

The FOR/NEXT loop at lines120to 140is used to send 9 special
characters to the printer. This technique is usually more con
venient to use than individual CHR$ functions.

The DATA statement at line 150 provides the character codes
that would be used to set a tab stop at column number 35. The
DATA statement at line 160provides the character codes that will
be used to set tab stops at line numbers 33 and 65.

When the program is executed, the PRINT statement at line 170
willcause the message "TOP CENTER" to be output at the center
of the first line. The PRINT statement at line 180 will cause the
printer paper to advance to the 33rd line of the page. The
message "MIDDLE LEFT" isoutput at this location. Line190will
cause the printer paper to advance to the last line of the page.
The message "BOTTOM CENTER" will be printed in the center
of the last line.

Line Spacing

The line spacing of the printer can be set to either 8or 6 lines per
inch. When the printer is powered on, the spacing is set to 1/6
inch. The following command can be used to cause narrow line
spacing.

CHR$(27);CHR$(48)

In order to return to wide spacing, execute the following
command.

CHR$(27);CHR$(50)
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Form Length

The printer is generally used with paper that is eleven inches
long. However, ifa different size paper isused, the printer can be
informed of the new paper length. Thisallows the form feed and
vertical tabulation functions to operate properly regardless of
the length of the paper.

The following command can be used to specify a form length of
up to 127 lines. The number of lines is represented by X.

CHR$(27);CHR$(67);CHR$(X)

Line Length

The maximum line length can be specified with a three character
code. The first two characters must be CHR$(27) and CHR$(81).
The last character must correspond to the length of the line. For
example, the following command can be used to set a maximum
line length of 40 characters.

CHR$(27);CHR$(81);CHR$(40)

Bottom Margin

Character codes 27 and 78 can be used to set a margin at the
bottom of each page. The third character code in the Bottom
Margin command specifies the number of blank lines that are to
be inserted at the bottom of each page.

The following command can be used to specify a bottom margin
of 4 lines.

CHR$(27);CHR$(78);CHR$(4)
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Carriage Return

TheCarriage Returncommand (CHR$(13)), causesthe printer to
return to the first column of the current line. This feature allows
more than one character to be printed at the same location. For
example, consider the following program.

100 OPEN#1: "RS232"

110 PRINT #1: "ONE";
120 PRINT #1: CHR$(13);
130 PRINT #1: "TWO"

140 PRINT #1

The PRINT statement at line 110 causes the word "ONE" to be
output. The Carriage Return at line 120 causes the printer to
return to the beginning of the same line. The word "TWO" is
then output directly on top of the word "ONE".

Line Feed

The Line Feed function (CHR$(10)) causes the printer to advance
the paper one line and return the carriage to the first column of
the new line.

Form Feed

The Form Feed function (CHR$(12)) causes the printer to
advance the paper to the first line of the next page. Any
subsequent output will begin at the upper leftcorner of the new
page.

Bell

The CHR$(7) command causes the printer's buzzer to sound.
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GRAPHICS

The output of the printer consistsof an array of dots. These dots
are arranged in such a way as to form a specific character. For
example, Illustration 8-1 depicts the dot formations of the
characters Eand p.

Illustration 8-1. Character Dot Patterns

A total of 9 print elements are used in the formation of the
character sets. In the graphics mode, seven* of these dot
elements, 1 through 7, can be controlled independently. As a
result, any number of different charactersor graphic displays can
be generated.

Graphics can be generated in one of two modes: single density
or dual density. Single density graphics allows 480 dots to be
printed across the width of the page.The dual density graphics
mode allows twice as many dots to appear in each row.

Eachcolumn of dots isspecified by a numeric value from 0 to 127.
This value specifies the combination of dots that are to appear in
the output. Each print element is specified by the values
indicated in Illustration 8-2.

"Eight dot elements may be used if the printer is modified.
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Illustration 8-2. Print Element Values

64

32

16

8

4

2

1

Any combination of the print elements can be specified by the
sum of the values of the dots to be output. For example, the
pattern in Illustration8-3 can be specified by the value 42.

Illustration 8-3. Determining Pattern Values

64

32

16

8

4

2

1

2 + 8 + 32=42

The single density graphics mode is activated by the special
characters CHR$(27) and CHR$(75). The double density graphics
mode is activated by CHR$(27) and CHR$(76).

When either graphics mode is activated, two additional
characters must be specified. These characters are used to
specify the number of graphics data items that will be supplied.
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Because the CHR$ function is limited to 128 values, and the
number of data items may be as large as 960, two values are
required to specify the number of data items. Asa result, the first
value is used as an actual number of data items, and the second
value indicates additional multiples of 128. The following
expression demonstrates the method used to specify the number
of data items.

total = value 7 + value 2 * 128

Illustration 8-4 provides several examples of the use of this
technique.

Illustration 8-4. Specifying the Number of Data Items.

Characters Value Expression

CHR$(10); CHR$(0)
CHR$(100); CHR$(0)
CHR$(72); CHR$(1)
CHR$(44); CHR$(2)

10

100

200

300

10+ (0*128)
100+ (0*128)

72 + (1 *128)
44+(2* 128)

The characters that specify the amount of data must be included
directly after those characters that specify the graphics mode.

The following example program demonstrates the technique
used to create a graphics characters and insert the character in a
section of text.

The first step is to determine the data that defines the character.
Illustration 8-5 contains the data required to define a commonly
used mathematic symbol.
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Illustration 8-5. Data for a Graphics Character

64

32

16

6, 73,73, 62

Once the data has been determined, that data can be used in a
program.

100 OPEN#1: "RS232"
110 PRINT #1: CHR$(27); CHR$(75);
120 PRINT#1:CHR$(4);CHR$(0);
130 FORJ= 0TO3
140 READ X

150 PRINT #1: CHR$(X);
160 NEXT J

170 CLOSE #1

180 DATA 6, 73, 73, 62

The preceding example program can be used to generate a
single graphics character. The FOR/NEXT loopspecified in lines
130 through 160 isused to send the graphicsdata to the printer.

Lines 110 and 120 use the CHR$ function to enter the single
density graphics mode and specify the number of data items.
Since the CHR$ function is used 8 times in this program, the
program can be simplified by containing all 8CHR$ functions in
a single FOR/NEXT loop.

If this technique is used, the entire section of the program that
generatesthe special character canbe placed inasimple subrou
tine. Thistechnique allows graphics to be easilymixed with text.
The following example demostrates this concept.
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Subroutine <

100 OPEN#1:"RS232"

110 PRINT#1: "f (x)=";
120 GOSUB 1000

130 PRINT #1:"F/";
140 GOSUB 1000

150 PRINT #1: "x"

160 CLOSE #1

170 END

1000 FORJ=0TO7
1010 READ A

1020 PRINT#1:CHR$(A);
1030 NEXT J
1040 RESTORE

1050 RETURN

1060 DATA 27, 75, 4, 0
1070 DATA 6, 73, 73, 62

The preceding example program uses a subroutine to print a
graphics character. Each time the subroutine is called, the
graphics character will be displayed. The output of the example
program should appear as follows.

f (x)=3F/dx

In the double density graphics mode, the printer functions in a
similar manner. However, twice as much data is required to
define a double density graphics character. Thisadditional effort
is compensated by higher quality graphics.
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Appendix A. Tl BASIC Error &Warning Messages

TheTI-99/4A computer can only recognize instructionsthat are
presented ina valid format and do notcontainanycontradictory
or ambiguous information. If a statement does not comply with
these restrictions, an error or warning condition will occur.

There are four general categories of errors that can be classified
by the situation in which they occur. Manyerrors occur as soon
as the command or statement has been entered. Others occur
during the brief period when a program is scanned (prior to
execution) for organization errors. The third category of errors
occur during the actualexecutionofa program.Thefinal type of
errors occur during the input or output processes of the
computer. Each of the error messages will be presented in this
appendix according to its category.

STATEMENT ENTRY ERRORS

Statement entry error messages will be displayed immediately
after an incorrect statement has been entered. These types of
error messages apply only to the most recently entered statement.

Explanations of the statement entry error messages are given in
the following sections.

Bad Line Number

This error message will occur when an illegal line number has
been specified. Line numbersmust be within the rangefrom 1to
32767.

Bad Name

This error is the result of a variable name in excess of 15
characters.

Can't Continue

This error will result from an incorrect use of the CON
command. This command can only be used ifa breakpoint in the
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execution of a program has occurred. The CON command
cannot be used ifa program has been halted because of an error,
or if a program has been edited after having been halted.

Can't Do That

This error will occur when a statement has been used in the

command mode or when a command has been used in the

program mode. For example, an EDIT statement cannot be used
in a program, and a DATA statement cannot be entered as a
command. This error also will occur when a LIST, RUN, or SAVE
command was issued when a program was not present in the
computer's memory.

Incorrect Statement

This error will occur when a statement is entered with an

incorrect format. This error usually results from incorrect punctua
tion marks.

Line Too Long

This error will occur when a program line contains too many
characters.

Memory Full

A Memory Full error will result when an insufficient amount of
the computer's memory is available to perform the specified
command or accommodate the specified program line.

SCAN ERRORS

Scan error messages will be displayed immediately after the RUN
command has been issued. These error conditions are generally
the result of incorrect program organization. Scan error mes
sages will be displayed along with the line number of the
statement causing the error.

The following sections provide explanations of the scan error
messages.
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Bad Value

This error is the result of an incorrectly dimensioned array.

Can't Do That

This type of error message will be displayed when a program
contains more than one OPTION BASE statement, or when an
OPTION BASE statement is preceded by a DIM statement.

For-Next Error

The FOR-NEXTerror results from the incorrect use of FOR-NEXT
loops.Each FOR statement ina program musthavea correspond
ing NEXT statement.

Incorrect Statement

This error will occur when a statement is used with an incorrect
format. Manyincorrect statements are not detected upon entry.
As a result, these statements will cause errors during the scan
process.

Memory Full

A Memory Full error will occur when an insufficient amount of
memory isavailable for variables, arrays,or function definitions.

Name Conflict

This error will occur when a variable, function, or array name
duplicates the name of a function, array, or variable. In other
words, a variable name cannot be simultaneously used as an
array name or a function name, etc.

EXECUTION ERRORS

This category of errors results from error conditions that occur
during the actual execution of a program. Executionerrors cause
the program to be halted at the point at which the error
occurred. Aline number will always be displayed along with the
description of an execution error condition.

The following sections provide explanations of the execution
errors.
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Bad Argument

This error occurs when a function has been executed with an
inappropriate value as an argument.

Bad Line Number

This error will occur when a statement specifies a line number
that does not exist in a program. Bad Line Number errors
generally occur in the following types of statements: GOTO,
GOSUB, IF-THEN, etc.

Bad Name

A Bad Name error will occur when a CALL statement contains an

invalid subprogram name.

Bad Subscript

This error will occur when the subscript of an array is inappro
priate. Thiserror generally resultsfrom a subscript not being an
integer, or lying outside of the allowable range of values.

Bad Value

This error message indicates that a statement contains one or
more inappropriate values. Since the parameters in many
statements are restricted to specific types of values, parameters
outside of the allowable range will cause a Bad Value error.

Can't Do That

This type of error will occur when a RETURN statement is
encountered without a corresponding GOSUB. Also, a NEXT
statement without a corresponding FOR statement can cause
this error. A misused BREAKstatement can also cause this error.

Data Error

A Data Error results from a problem with a DATA, READ, or
RESTORE statement. Aprogram must be organized in such a way
that each variable in each READ statement will correspond to a
valid data value.
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Incorrect Statement

Some statements with an incorrect format are not detected upon
entry or upon scanning. As a result, these errors will be detected
during program execution.

Memory Full

A Memory Full error occurring during the execution of a
program may have been caused in several ways. This error may
result from an actual exhaustion of available memory, but it may
also have been caused by a programming error. An excessive
number of subroutines or function calls may cause a Memory
Full error. Also, a subroutine or function that references itself
will cause a Memory Full error.

Number Too Big

A Number Too Big warning message will be displayed if a
number in scientific notation requires an exponent greater than
127. This warningcondition will not terminate program execution.

String-Number Mismatch

Thistype of error will occur when a string value isused instead of
a numeric value, or vice versa.

INPUT/OUTPUT ERRORS

The final category of errors occur during the input or output
procedures of the computer. These messages may or may not
display a line number indicating the error's location.

Check Program In Memory

This messagewill be displayedwhen a problem occurred during
the loading procedure. When the OLDcommand is being used
and a problem occurs, the program that previously existed in the
computer's memory may or may not be eliminated. However,
the OLDcommand isgenerally used under the assumption that
the current program in the computer's memory will be elimin
ated in order to accommodate the incoming program. As a
result, this message is usually insignificant.
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File Error

A File Error occurs when an inappropriate statement has been
executed for a data file. For example, an OPEN statement for a
file that is already open will cause an error. Similarly, a CLOSE
statement for a file that has not been opened will also cause an
error.

Input Error

When data is being entered from the keyboard, an Input Error
merely causes a warning message. However, an Input Error
caused by a data file operation causes program execution to be
terminated. INPUT requires a data entry for each variable
included in the statement. Also, the type of each data entry must
match the corresponding variable in the INPUT statement. If
either of these conditions are violated, an Input Error will occur.

I/O Error

This type of error can be caused by a wide range of input or
output operations. This type of error message is unique in the
fact that it is accompanied by a two digit code that describes the
exact nature of the error condition. The first digit of the code
specifies the type of statement causing the error condition.

first

digit statement

0 OPEN

1 CLOSE

2 INPUT

3 PRINT

4 RESTORE

5 OLD

6 SAVE

7 DELETE
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The seconddigit ofthecodedescribes the specific natureofthe
problem.

second

digit description

0 Device not present
1 Write Protection in effect

2 Improper file specification
3 Improper operation
4 Storage area not available
5 End of file

6 Device not working properly
7 Specified file does not exist
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Appendix B. Extended BASIC Error & Warning Messages

When Tl Extended BASICis used with the TI-99/4A computer, a
unique set of error and warning messages will be generated
when a problem occurs. Error messages are often generated
when a command or statement is entered. However, additional
error situations may occur during the scanning procedure or
during the actual execution of the program.

Ifan error message was displayed when a statement or command
was entered, the error message will only apply to the most
recently entered statement. Errors that occur during the scan
ning or execution of a program will be displayed along with the
number of the program line containing the problem.

Bad Argument

This error will occur when a function has an inappropriate value
as an argument.

Bad Line Number

This error will occur when a statement specifies a line number
that does not exist in a program. Bad Line Number errors
generally occur in the following types of statements: GOTO,
GOSUB, IF-THEN, etc.

Bad Subscript

This error will occur when the subscript of an array is a non-
integer or lies outside of the allowable range of values.

Bad Value

This error message indicates that a statement contains one or
more inappropirate values. The parameters in many statements
are restricted to specific types of values. Values outside of the
allowable range will cause a Bad Value error.

Can't Continue

This error will result when the CON command is used improper
ly. This command can only be used if a breakpoint in the
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execution of a program has occurred. The CON command
cannot be used if a program has been halted due to an error or if
a program is being edited after having been halted.

Command Illegal in Program

Thiserror results from the use of one of the following commands
in a program: BYE, CON, LIST, MERGE, NEW, NUM, OLD, RES,
or SAVE.

Data Error

A Data Error is the result of a problem with a DATA, READ, or
RESTORE statement. A program must be organized in such a way
that each variable in each READ statement corresponds to a valid
data value.

File Error

A FileError willoccur when an inappropriate statement has been
executed for a data file. For example, an OPEN statement for a
file that is already open will cause an error. Similarly, a CLOSE
statement for a file that has not been opened will also cause an
error.

For-Next Nesting

Each FOR statement in a program must have a corresponding
NEXT statement. These loops must be arranged so that each loop
is fully contained in another loop, or so that each loop has been
terminated before another begins.

I/O Error

This type of error can be caused by a wide range of input or
output operations. This error message is unique in the fact that it
is accompanied by a two digit code that describes the exact
nature of the error condition. The first digit of the code specifies
the type of statement causing the error condition.
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first

digit statement

0 OPEN

1 CLOSE

2 INPUT

3 PRINT

4 RESTORE

5 OLD

6 SAVE

7 DELETE

The second digit of the code describes the specific nature of the
problem.

second

digit description

0 Device not present
1 Write Protection in effect

2 Improper file specification
3 Improper operation
4 Storage area not available
5 End of file

6 Device not working properly
7 Specified file does not exist

Illegal After Subprogram

A SUBEND statement cannot be followed by an END, REM, or
SUB statement.

Image Error

An IMAGE, PRINT USING, or DISPLAY USING statement must
not specifymore than 14significant figuresfor a decimal value or
more than 10 figures for a value in scientific notation. Also, a
format string must not contain more than 254 characters.
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Improperly Used Name

This error message will be displayed when a variable, array or
function name has been misused. None of the Tl Extended
BASIC reserved words can be used as a variable, array or
function name. Also, the same name cannot be used for a
variable,arrayor function name simultaneously. This error also
willoccur when an array has been dimensioned twice or when a
subscripted variable has been used in a FOR statement.

Incorrect Argument List

This error will occur when CALL and SUB statements for a
subroutine do not have corresponding arguments.

Input Error

When data is being entered from the keyboard, an Input Error
will merely cause a warning message. However, an Input Error
caused bya data file operation will cause program execution to
be terminated. INPUT requires that a value be input for each
variable specified with the statement. Also, the type of data
being input must correspond to the type of each variable
indicated with INPUT. Ifeither of these conditions are violated,
an Input Error occurs.

Line Not Found

A Line Not Found error will occur when a statement or
command specifies a line number that does not exist in a
program.

Line Too Long

This error will occur when a program line contains too-many
characters.

Memory Full

A Memory Full error will result when an insufficient amount of
the computer's memory is available to perform the specified
command or accommodate the specified program line.
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Missing SUBEND

This error will occur when a SUBENDstatement does not appear
as required in a program.

Must Be In Subprogram

This error will occur when a SUBEND or SUBEXIT statement

appears in an inappropriate location in a program.

Name Too Long

A Name Too Long error will occur when a variable name
contains more than 15 characters.

Next Without For

This error will occur when a FOR statement is missing, or when
the structure of a loop is incorrect.

No Program Present

A program must be present in the computer's memory before a
RUN, LIST, SAVE, RESTORE, or RESEQUENCE command can be
executed.

Numeric Overflow

A Numeric Overflow warning message will be displayed if a
number in scientific notation requires an exponent greater than
127. This warning condition does not terminate program execu
tion.

Only Legal in a Program

Many statements can only be used in the program mode. This
error will occur if one of these statements has been entered as a
command.

Option Base Error

This error will occur if more than one OPTION BASE statement

appears in a program. This error will also occur if an OPTION
BASE statement specifies a value other than zero or one.
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Protection Violation

This error will occur if an attempt is made to save, list, or edit a
program that had previously been saved as a protected program.

Recursive Subprogram Call

This error will result when a subprogram contains a reference to
itself.

Return Without Gosub

A RETURN Without GOSUB error will occur when a RETURN

statement isencountered in a program without a corresponding
GOSUB statement.

Speech String Too Long

This error will occur when the SPGET subprogram returns a
string expression in excess of 255 characters.

Stack Overflow

A Stack Overflow error will occur when an expression contains
too many sets of parentheses. This error will also occur if an
insufficient amount of memory is available to perform a set of
calculations.

String Truncated

A String Truncated warning message will be displayed when a
string expression must be reduced in length in order to be within
the 255character limit. The execution of the program will not be
terminated when this condition occurs. However, any extra
characters in the string expression will be abolished.

String-Number Mismatch

This type of error will occur whenever a string value was used
instead of a numeric value, or vice versa.

Subprogram Not Found

This error will occur when a CALL statement is used in an attempt
to access a non-existent subprogram.
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Syntax Error

Syntax Errors result from statements or commands which have
been entered with an incorrect format. Misspelled keywords
and the incorrect use of punctuation marks are the most
common sources of syntax errors.

Unmatched Quotes

This type of error will occur when a command or statement
contains an odd number of quotation marks.

Unrecognized Character

An Unrecognized Character error will occur when a special
character has been included in a statement without having been
enclosed in quotation marks.
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Appendix C. ASCII Codes

The TI-99/4A computeruses special numeric values to represent
each character. These character codes are used in CHR$,
VCHAR, HCHAR, and SPRITE statementsaswell as manyothers.

The lowercase characters have thesame shapes asthe uppercase
characters, but the lowercase letters are smaller than the
uppercase letters.

ASCII ASCII ASCII

Code Character Code Character Code Character

32 (space) 52 4 72 H

33 i 53 5 73 I

34
»

54 6 74 J

35 # 55 7 75 K

36 $ 56 8 76 L

37 % 57 9 77 M

38 & 58 78 N

39
t

59 ; 79 O

40 ( 60 < 80 P

41 ) 61 = 81 Q
42 * 62 > 82 R

43 + 63 ? 83 S

44 , 64 @ 84 T

45
- 65 A 85 U

46 66 B 86 V

47 / 67 C 87 w

48 0 68 D 88 X

49 1 69 E 89 Y

50

1 51
2 70 F 90 z

3 71 1 G 91 [
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ASCII ASCII ASCII

Code Character Code Character Code Character

92 \ 104 h 116 t

93 ] 105 i 117 u

94 A 106 J 118 v

95 107 k 119 w

96 \ 108 1 120 x

97 a 109 m 121 y

98 b 110 n 122 z

99 c 111 o 123 1

100 d 112 P 124 1
1

101 e 113 q 125 1
1

102 f 114 r 126 ~

103 g 115 s
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Appendix D. Tl BASIC Commands, Functions, & Statements

Table D-1. Tl BASIC Functions

ABS INT SIN

ASC LEN SQR
ATN LOG STR$

CHR$ POS TAB

COS RND TAN

EOF SEG$ VAL

EXP SGN

Table D-2. BASIC Commands

BREAK CONTINUE PRINTS

BYE DELETE RANDOMIZE

CALL CHAR DIM REM

CALL CLEAR DISPLAY RES

CALL COLOR EDIT RESEQUENCE

CALLGCHAR END RESTORE

CALL HCHAR LET RUN

CALL JOYST LIST SAVE

CALL KEY NEW STOP

CALL SCREEN NUM TRACE

CALL SOUND NUMBER UNBREAK

CALL VCHAR OLD UNTRACE

CLOSE OPEN

CON PRINT
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Table D-3. Tl BASIC Statements

BREAK DEF ON GOTO

CALL CHAR DIM OPEN

CALL CLEAR DISPLAY OPTION BASE

CALL COLOR ELSE PRINT

CALL GCHAR END PRINTS

CALL HCHAR GOSUB RANDOMIZE

CALL JOYST GOTO READ

CALL KEY IF THEN REM

CALL SCREEN INPUT RESTORE

CALL SOUND INPUT# RETURN

CALL VCHAR LET STEP

CLOSE NEXT STOP

DATA ON GOSUB UNTRACE
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Appendix E. Extended BASIC Commands, Functions, and
Statements

Table E-1. Extended BASIC Functions

ABS MAX SGN

ASC MIN SIN

ATN PI SQR
CHR$ POS STR$
EOF REC TAB

EXP RND TAN

INT RPT$ VAL

LEN SEG$

Table E-2. Extended BASIC Commands

ACCEPT

BREAK

BYE

CALL CHAR

CALL CHARPAT

CALL CHARSET

CALL CLEAR

CALL COINC

CALL COLOR

CALL DELSPRITE

CALL DISTANCE

CALL ERR

CALL GCHAR

CALL HCHAR

CALL INIT

CALL JOYST

CALL KEY

CALL LINK

CALL LOAD

CALL MAGNIFY

CALL MOTION

CALL PATTERN

CALL PEEK

CALL POSITION

CALL SAY

CALL SCREEN

CALL SOUND

CALL SPGET

CALL SPRITE

CALL VCHAR

CALL VERSION

CLOSE

CON

CONTINUE

DELETE

DIM

DISPLAY

FOR

LET

LIST

MERGE

NEXT

NUM

NUMBER

OLD

OPEN

PRINT

PRINTS

RANDOMIZE

READ

REM

RES

RESEQUENCE
RESTORE

RUN

SAVE

SIZE

STOP

TRACE

UNBREAK

UNTRACE
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Table E-3. Extended BASIC Statements

ACCEPT CALL LOCATE END ON GOTO

BREAK CALL MAGNIFY FOR ON WARNING

CALL CALL MOTION GOSUB OPEN

CALL CHAR CALL PATTERN GOTO OPTION BASE

CALL CHARPAT CALL PEEK GOSUB PRINT

CALL CHARSET CALL POSITION GOTO PRINTS

CALL CLEAR CALL SAY IF THEN RANDOMIZE

CALL COINC CALL SCREEN IMAGE READ

CALL COLOR CALL SOUND INPUT REM

CALL DELSPRITE CALL SPGET INPUTS RESTORE

CALL DISTANCE CALL SPRITE LET RETURN

CALL ERR CALL VCHAR LINPUT RUN

CALL HCHAR CLOSE NEXT SUB

CALL INIT DATA ON BREAK SUBEND

CALL JOYST DEF ON ERROR SUBEXIT

CALL KEY DELETE ON GO SUB TRACE

CALL LINK DIM ON GO TO UNBREAK

CALL LOAD DISPLAY ON GOSUB UNTRACE
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Appendix F. RESIDENTVOCABULARY

The Solid State Speech Synthesizer, when used with Extended
BASIC, can recognize only a limited number of words and
phrases. The following words can be used in CALL SAY or CALL
SPGET statements.

o

i

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

A1

AV

ABOUT

AFTER

AGAIN

ALL

AM

AN

AND

ANSWER

ANY

ARE

AS

ASSUME

AT

B

BACK

BASE

BE

BETWEEN

BLACK

BLUE

BOTH

BOTTOM

BUT

BUY

BY

BYE

C

CAN

CASSETTE

CENTER

CHECK EYE HEAR

CHOICE F HELLO

CLEAR FIFTEEN HELP

COLOR FIFTY HERE

COME FIGURE HIGHER

COMES FIND HIT

COMMA FINE HOME

COMMAND FINISH HOW

COMPLETE FINISHED HUNDRED

COMPLETED FIRST HURRY

COMPUTER FIT 1

CONNECTED FIVE
1

1 WIN
CONSOLE FOR IP
CORRECT FORTY IN
COURSE FOUR INCH
CYAN FOURTEEN INCHES
D FOURTH INSTRUCTION

DATA FROM INSTRUCTIONS
DECIDE FRONT IS

DEVICE G IT

DID GAMES t

DIFFERENT GET
J

DISKETTE GETTING
JOYSTICK

DO GIVE
JUST

DOES GIVES K

DOING GO KEY

DONE GOES KEYBOARD

DOUBLE GOING KNOW

DOWN GOOD L
DRAW GOOD WORK LARGE
DRAWING GOODBYE LARGER

E GOT LARGEST

EACH GRAY LAST

EIGHT GREEN LEARN

EIGHTY GUESS LEFT

ELEVEN H LESS

ELSE HAD LET

END HAND LIKE

ENDS HANDHELD UNIT LIKES

ENTER HAS LINE

ERROR HAVE LOAD

EXACTLY HEAD LONG
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LOOK POINT SORRY U

LOOKS POSITION SPACE UHOH

LOWER POSITIVE SPACES UNDER

M
PRESS SPELL UNDERSTAND

MADE
PRINT SQUARE UNTIL

MAGENTA
PRINTER START UP

MAKE
PROBLEM STEP UPPER

ME
PROBLEMS STOP USE

MEAN
PROGRAM SUM

V

MEMORY
PUT SUPPOSED

VARY

MESSAGE PUTTING SUPPOSED TO
VERY

MESSAGES

MIDDLE
Q

SURE

W

MIGHT
R

T WAIT

MODULE
RANDOMLY TAKE WANT

MORE
READ3

TEEN WANTS

MOST
READ1* TELL WAY

MOVE
READY TO START TEN WE

MUST
RECORDER TEXAS INSTRUMENTS WEIGH

RED THAN WEIGHT
N REFER

THAT WELL
NAME REMEMBER THAT IS INCORRECT WERE
NEAR RETURN THAT IS RIGHT WHAT
NEED REWIND THE5 WHAT WAS THAT
NEGATIVE RIGHT THE16 WHEN
NEXT ROUND THEIR WHERE
NICE TRY

S THEN WHICH
NINE

NINETY
SAID

SAVE

THERE

THESE

WHITE

WHO
NO

SAY THEY WHY
NOT

NOW

NUMBER

SAYS THING WILL

SCREEN

SECOND

THINGS

THINK

WITH

WON

O SEE THIRD WORD

OF SEES THIRTEEN WORDS

OFF SET THIRTY WORK

OH SEVEN THIS WORKING

ON SEVENTY THREE WRITE

ONE SHAPE THREW x
ONLY SHAPES THROUGH
OR SHIFT TIME Y

ORDER SHORT TO YELLOW

OTHER SHORTER TOGETHER YES

OUT SHOULD TONE YET

OVER SIDE TOO YOU

P SIDES TOP YOU WIN

PART SIX TRY YOUR

PARTNER SIXTY TRY AGAIN
Z

ZERO
PARTS SMALL TURN

PERIOD SMALLER TWELVE

PLAY SMALLEST TWENTY +?

PLAYS SO TWO .6

PLEASE SOME TYPE ,9
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1 pronounced like the a in ape
2 pronounced like the a in among
3 pronounced reed
4 pronounced red
5 pronounced thee
6 pronounced tha
7 pronounced as the word "negative" when used before numbers.
8 pronounced as the word "positive" when used before numbers.
9 pronounced as the word "point" when used between numbers.
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ABS67,124

Absolute Value 124

AC Power Adapter 14-15
ACCEPT 77-78,124-128

Accessories 16-20

ALPHA LOCK 27

AND 81-82,128-129

APPEND 289

Arctangent 130

Arguments 67
Arrays 44-46, 62,80,176-178
ASC 67,70-71,129

ASCII 69-70,129, 335-336

Assignment Statements 52-53, 77,
199-201

AT 77,124-125,179

ATN 67,130

Audio/Video Output Jack 12,14
Available Memory 242

BACK 279

BACKUP DISK 282-283

BEEP 78,125,179

BEGIN 278

Binary Notation 100-103
Boolean Operators 81-82, 208-209,

220-222, 252-253

Branches 62-66

Conditional 63-65, 66,190,191,

192,193

Unconditional 64, 65-66,188-191

BREAK 130-132, 250

BYE 132

Calculator Mode 33

CALL 89,132, 244-245

CALL CHAR 99-100,102-104,133-137
CALL CHARPAT 138

CALL CHARSET 138-139

CALL CLEAR 110,139

CALL COINC 121,139-141

CALL COLOR 108-109,115,141-144

CALL DESPRITE 115-116,144

CALL DISTANCE 118,145-146

CALL ERR 146-147

CALL FILES 301

CALL GCHAR 110-111,147
CALL HCAR 105-106,148

CALL INIT 149

CALL JOYST 149-150

CALL KEY 151

CALL LINK 152

CALL LOAD 153-154

CALL LOCATE 114,154

CALL MAGNIFY 118-119,155-156

CALL MOTION 112-113,156-157

CALL PATTERN 117-118,158

CALL PEEK 159

CALL POSITION 114-115,159-160

CALL SAY 160-161, 341

CALL SCREEN 109-110,161

CALL SOUND 95-99,162-163

CALL SPGET 163-164, 341

CALL SPRITE 112-113,164-166

CALL VCHAR 105-106,167
CALL VERSION 168

Carriage Return 56
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Cassette Port 12,14

CATALOG DISK 282

CHR$ 67, 70,168, 307

CLEAR 31,183

Clearing the Screen 110
CLOSE 72,169, 261, 291, 306
Color Codes 109

Color Groups 108
Coloring a Character 107-109
Coloring the Screen 109-110
Command Module Slot 12,13

Commands 337, 339

Compound Expressions 50-51
Computer Memory 15-16
CON 131,169-170

Conditional Branches 63-65, 213-217

CONTINUE 131,169-170

Control Expression 63-64
COPY FILE 280

Correcting Errors 29-30
Delete 30

Erase 30

Insert 30

COS 67,170-171

COSINE 170-171

CTRL 28

Cursor 25

DATA 53-55, 77,171-173, 227-228

Data Files 266, 277

Data Types 39-42
Floating Point 39,40
Numeric 39-42

Scientific Notation 40

Strings 39
DEF 68-69,174

Defining a Character 99-104
DEL 30, 73,183

DELETE 169,175, 291

DELETE FILE 280-281

DIGIT 78

DIM 45-46, 80,176-178

Direct Mode 33

Disk Commands 282-286

Disk Drive Controller 271

Disk Drives 18, 271-302
Disk Manager 271, 277-286
Disk Memory System 271
Disk Memory System Card 18

Disk Tests 284-286

Diskette 271-275

Backup 282-283
Catalog 282
Data Files 277, 288-302

Density 274
Initialization 284

Inserting and Removing 276
Name Modification 283

Program Files277, 286-287
Write Protection 274-275

Diskette Files 276-291

Commands 279-282

Copying 280
Deleting 280-281, 291
Name 276-277

Protection 281-282

Relative 288

Renaming 280
Sequential 288

Display 26
Display Area 104
DISPLAY 57,83-85,178-181

DISPLAY USING 83-85,180-181

EDIT 72-73,182-183

Edit Mode 72-73,181-183

Editing Programs 72-73,182-183
ELSE 192-193

END 36-37,184

End of File Function 184-185, 296

ENTER 27-28

EOF 67,184-185, 296
ERASE 30, 73,183

ERASE ALL 78,125,179

Error Messages 38-39, 321-324
EXP 67,185

Exponential Function 185
Expressions 46

Compound 50-51
Control 63-64

Mixed 51-52

Extended BASIC 75-93

FCTN 28-29

Fields 262-263

Filenumbers 71-72, 305

FIXED 261, 290

Floating Point Data 39-40



Floppy Diskettes 271-275
FOR 186-188

FOR/NEXT 60-62,186-188, 319

Format Character 83-85,194-195

Format String 83-85,180-181,194-195
Formatted Output 83-85,180-181,

194-195, 226

Functions 67-71, 91

Trigonometric 67,130,170-171,
241-242, 249

User Defined 68-69,174-175

Generating Chords 97
Generating Noises 96
Generating Sound 95-99
GOSUB 65-66,188-190

GOTO 64,190-192

Graphics 99-122

Hexadecimal Notation 100-103,135

I/O Channels 71-72, 305, 306

I/O Errors 325-327, 329-330

IF 192-193

IF/THEN 63,86

IF/THEN/ELSE 192-193

IMAGE 83-84,194-195

Immediate Mode 33

Index Hole 273-274

Indirect Mode 33

INITIALIZE NEW DISK 284

INPUT 57-60,195-197, 289-290

INPUT# 71, 72,197-198, 264-265,

294-295

Inputting Data 57, 71, 77-80,195-198,
200-202, 264-265

INS 30. 73,183

Installation

Console 20-23

Printer 304

Program Recorder 255
INT 67,198

INTERNAL 261

Keyboard 12,13, 26
Keyboard Overlays 15
LEN 67,199

LET 52-53, 80,199-200

Line Numbers 34-36, 210-211

Index 347

LIN PUT 78-80, 200-201

LINPUT# 80, 201-202, 301

LIST 202-203, 304-305

Loading Data 264-266
Loading Programs 258-259, 287
LOG 67, 204

Logarithm 204
Logical Operators 81-82
Loops 60-62

Manipulating Programs 91-93, 205-206
Master Selection Menu 24-25

MAX 91, 204

Memory Expansion 19
MERGE 205-206

MIN91.206

Mixed Expressions 51-52
MODIFY DISK NAME 283

MODIFY FILE PROTECTION 281-282

Moving a Character 107
Multiple Statement Lines 76-77

Nested Loops 62
NEW 36, 207

NEXT 60,186-188, 207-208

NOT 81-82, 208-209

NUM 35-36, 210-211

NUMBER 35-36, 211

NUMERIC 78

Numeric Data 39-42

Numeric Variables 43

OLD 211-212, 258-259, 287

ON BREAK 86-87, 213-214

ON ERROR 87-88, 214-216

ON WARNING 88-89, 216-217

ON/GOSUB 66,190

ON/GOTO 64-65,191

OPEN 72, 218-220, 260-261, 289-290,

305

Operators 46-50
Arithmetic 47

Boolean 81-82, 208-222, 252-253

Logical 81-82, 208-222, 252-253
Relational 48-50

String 48
OPTION BASE 45-46, 200

OR 81-82, 220-222

Order of Operations 50-51
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OUTPUT 289-290

Output, Fomatted 83-85
Outputting Data 55-57,71,180-181,

223-226, 261-263

Parallel Output 303
Peripheral Expansion Port 12,13
Peripheral Expansion System 17,18
Peripherals 16-20
PI 91, 222

Picture Elements 100-103

Pixels 100-103

POS 68, 223

Power Supply Receptacle 12,14
Powering On 275
PRINT 55-57,83-85, 223-225

PRINT USING 83-85, 226

Print Zones 56

PRINT** 71, 72, 261-263, 264, 291-293,

305-306, 307

Printer 18,303-320

Bell 315

Bottom Margin 314
Carriage Return 315
Character Sets 310-311

Commands 306-315

Form Feed 315

Form Length 314
Graphics 316-320
High Density Graphics 317,320
Installation 304

Line Feed 315

Line Length 314
Line Spacing 313
Output 305
Print Elements 316-317

Tabulation 311-313

Type Style Commands 309
Type Styles 307-310

PROC'D 278

Program Files 277
Executing 91-93
Loading 211-212
Saving 237-240

Program Recorder 17, 255-269
Checking Programs 258
Data Files 266

Errors 259-260

Example Program 266

Installation 255

Loading Data 264-266
Loading Programs 258-259
Saving Data 260-263
Saving Programs 256-257
Writing Protection 267-268

Programs 33-38
Entry 33-34
Listings 37, 202-203, 304
Loading Files 258-259
Saving Files 256-257

Prompt 25
Prompt Message 59-60, 79,195-197,

201

PROTECTED 268

QUIT 31

RAM 15-16

Random Numbers 234

RANDOMIZE 226-227

READ 53-55,171-173, 227-228
REC 91, 228, 301-302

Redefining a Character 99-104
REDO 278

RELATIVE 289

Relative Files 288

Closing 291
Opening 289-290
Program Example 299-300
Reading 295
Writing 293

REM 52,77, 229

Remark Statements 52, 229

RENAME FILE 280

RES 229-230

RESEQUENCE 229-230
Reserved Words 337-339

Resident Vocabulary 341-343
Restarting a Program 131
RESTORE 54-55,173, 230-232, 296-297

RETURN 189, 232-233

RF Modulator 15, 21-22

RND 68,234

ROM 16

RPT$ 91, 234-235
RS232 Interface 19, 303, 304

RUN 91-93, 235-237, 268-269



SAVE 237-240, 256-257

Saving Data 260-263
Saving Program Files 237-240
Saving Programs 256-257, 286-287
Scientific Notation 40

Screen Color 109-110

Sectoring 274
Sectors 272-274

SEG$ 68, 240-241

SEQUENTIAL 289
Sequential Files 288

Closing 291
Opening 289-290
Program Example 297-299
Reading 295
Writing 292-293

Serial Output 303
SGN 67, 241

SHIFT 26-27

SIN 67, 241-242

Sine 241-242

Single Disk Processing 279
SIZE 78.125-126,180, 242

SOUND 95-99

Special Function Keys 31
Speech Synthesizer 20,160-161,

163-164, 341-343

Sprites 111-122
Animation 117-118

Collisions 121

Color 115

Creating 112-113
Deleting 115-116
Example Programs116-117,122,140,

156,157,158,166

Motion 113-114

Position 114-115

Size 118-119

SQR 67, 242-243
Square Root 242-243
Statements 52-60, 338, 340

Assignments 77,199-201
Branching 63-66, 86-89
Conditional Branching 63-65, 66,

86-89

Unconditional Branching 64, 65-66
STEP 62,186-188

STOP 243

STR$ 67, 243-244

Index 349

String Data 39
String Variables 44
SUB 89-91, 244-246

SUBEND 90, 244, 246-247

SUBEXIT 247-248

Subprograms 89-91,132-168, 244-248
Subroutines 65-66, 320

Subscripted Variables 80,176-178

TAB 248

Tables 44-46,176-178

Tabulation 248

TAN 67, 249

Tangent 249
THEN 192-193

Tl BASIC 33-73

TI-99/4 Printer 303-320

TO 60,186-188

TRACE 249-250

Tracks 272-274

Trigonometric Functions 67,130,
170-171,241-242,249

UALPHA 78

UNBREAK 250-251

UNTRACE 251

UPDATE 290

User Defined Functions 68-69,174-175

USING 83-85,180-181, 266

VAL 67, 252

VALIDATE 77-78,125

VARIABLE 290

Variables 42-46

Numeric 43

String 44
Subscripted 44-46, 80,176-178

Warning Messages 38-39,321-334
Wired Remote Port 12,14

Write Enable Notch 274-275

Write Protection 267-268

XOR 81-82, 252-253



Other Computer Titles from Weber Systems, Inc.

Compaq User's Handbook
ISBN 0-938862-11-1

Coleco Adam User's Handbook
ISBN 0-938862-45-6

Lotus 1-2-3 User's Handbook

ISBN 0-938862-54-5

IBM PCjr For Students
ISBN 0-938862-25-1

Coleco Adam For Students
ISBN 0-938862-42-1

TK Solver User's Handbook
ISBN 0-938862-00-6

Atari XL User's Handbook
ISBN 0-938862-08-1

Kaypro BASIC Programs For Business
ISBN 0-938862-51-0

Xenix User's Handbook

ISBN 0-938862-44-8

C Language User's Handbook
ISBN 0-938862-56-1

CP/M Simplified
ISBN 0-938862-04-9

CBASIC Simplified
ISBN 0-938862-10-3

User's Handbook to the Atari 400/800
ISBN 0-938862-15-4

User's Handbook to the TRS-80 Model II
ISBN 0-938862-01-4

User's Handbook to the Apple II
ISBN 0-938862-03-0

Please Contact your local bookstore or computer store to order.
For catalogue, send a self addressed stamped envelope to:

Weber Systems Inc.
Box 413 Gates Mills, OH 44040



Updates and Revisions

Due to the changing nature of the personal computer
market, Weber Systems, Inc. regularly updates and revises its
titles. If you wish to receive notification of the availability of
revised editions of the TI-99/4A User's Handbook, please
return this page to the following address:

Weber Systems, Inc.
Box 413

Gates Mills, Ohio 44040

Also, we would appreciate any comments you might have on
this title.

Please send notification ot updates in
TI-99/4A User's Handbook to:

Name

Address

City State Zip

Comments




	front-cover
	content01
	content02
	content03
	content04
	content05
	content06
	content07
	content08
	content09
	content10
	content11
	content12
	back-cover

